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A N 

ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

LIFE and WRITINGS 

O F 

Mr. James Thomson. 

IT is commonly faid, that the life of a good 
writer is beft read in his works; which can 
fcarce fail to receive a peculiar tin6lure from 
his temper, manners and habits : the diftinguiih- 
ing charader of his mind, his ruling pailion, at lead, 
will there appear undifguifed. But however juft this 
obfervation may be ; and although we might fafely 
reft Mr. Thomfon's fame, as a good man, as well as a 
man of genius, on this fole footing; yet the defire 
which the public always fliews of being more particu- 
A-2 larly^ 
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larly acquainted with the hiftory of an eminent author, 
ought not to be difappointed ; as it proceeds n&tlrom 
mere curiofity, but cliiefly from afFe£lion and grati- 
tude to thofe by whom they have been entertained 
and inilriided. 

To give feme account of a deceafed friend is often 
a piece of juilice likewife, which ought not to be re- 
fufed to his memory : to prevent or efface the imper- 
tinent fidions which officious Biographers are fo apt 
to colletl and propagate. And we may add, that 
the circumllances of an author's life will fome- 
timcs throw the beft light upon his writings ; in- 
(lanccs whereof we fhall meet with in the fgllowing 
pages. 

^ar. Thotn/ott was l)orn at Ednam^ in the Ihipc of 
Roxburgh, on the nth of September ^ in the year 
1700. His father, minifter of that place, was but 
little knoAn beyond the narrow circle of his cc-pref- 
by ters, $ind to a few gentlemen in the neighbourhood ; 
bu: highly refpe6lcd by them» for his piety, and his 
diligence in the palioral duty : as appeared afterwards 
ia their kindotiices to his widow and orphan family. 

Thf Reverend Mcflrs. Riccarton and Guflbart par-, 
tlciilarly, took a niol} alfcclionate and friendly part in 

their coucerns. The former, a man of uncommon 
penetration and good uUc, had ver>- early difcovered^ 

through 
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tfKough: the rudenefs of young Thom/oH*s puerile e(Iays, 
a fund of genius well deferving culture and oncou- 
ragcmenf. He undertook therefore, with the father's 
approbation; the chief direction of his itadieff, far- 
nilhed hinv with the proper books, corrc<Jled his per- 
formances ; and was daily rewarded with the pleafnre 
of feeifig his laboar fo huppily employed. 

The other reverend gentleman^ <iufthart^ 
one erf" the minillers of EMnSurghy and fenior 
of the Chapel Royal, was no lefs ferviccable to 
lilrs. Thom/on in the management of her little ai¥airs *% 
which, after the deceafe of her hufband, burdened as 
fhe was with a family of nine children, required the 
prudent counfels and aiTiHaxice of that faithful aiid 
generous friend* 

Sf R William Bemiut llkewife, well known for his gaf 
humour and ready poetical wit» was highly delighted 
with oar young poet, and ufed to invite him to pafs the 
fommer vacation at liis eountry feat : a fcene of life 
which Mr. Tbom/on always remembered with particular 
pleafore^ But what he wrote during that time, either 
to entertain Sir IVilliam and Mr. RUcarUn^ or for his 
own amufement, he deftroyed eveiy new year's day ;j 
committing his little pieces to the flames, in their due 
Older ; and crowning the folcmnity with a' copy of 
verfes,. in which were humoroufly recited, tlie fQvml' 
gioaiida of their condemnation. r ' . ^: r. .' : » > 
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After the afual courfe of fchool education, under 
an able mafter^t Jedburgh^ Mr. Thomfon was fent to the 
Univerfity of Edinburgh. But in the fecond year of 
his admiffion, his iludies were for fome time interrupted 
by the death of his father ; who was carried off fo fud- 
denly, that it was not poflible for Mr. Thom/ony with 
all the diligence he could ufe> to receive his lafl blef- 
iing. This alFe^led him to an uncommon degree ; and 
^is relations ftill remember fome extraordinary inftan- 
ces of his grief and filial duty on that occafion. 

• Mrs. Thomfony whofe maiden name was Hume, and 
who was co-heirefs of a fmall eilate in the country, 
did not fink under this misfortune. She confulted her 
fi-iend Mr» .GufiJbart ; and having, by his advice, 
mortgaged her moiety of the farm, repaired with her 
family to Edinburgh ; where (he lived in a decent fru- 
gal manner, till her favourite {on had not only finifiied 
his academical courfe, but was even di(tingui(hed 
^d patronised as a man of genius. She was, herfelf, 
a perfon of uncommon natural endowments ; poiFeffed 
of every focial and domeitic virtue ; with an imagi- 
nation, for vivacity and warmth, fcarce inferior to 
her ibn^s, and which raifed her devotional exercifes 
to a pitch bordering on enthufiafm. 

But whatever advantage Mr. Thomfon might derive 
ffom the complexion of his parent, it is certain he 
owed much to a religious education ; and that his 

early 



Mr. JAMEB THOMSON, vli 



early acquaintance with the facred writings contri- 
buted greatly to that /uhlimt^ by which his works will 
be for ever diftinguiihed. In his firft pieces, the Sta- 
fivs^ we fee him at once alTame the majeftic B«edom 
of to Eato-a writer ; (eizing the grand images as they 
ri(e> cloathing them in: his own exprefltve language, 
and preferving, throughout, the grace, the variety, 
and the dignity which belong to a jnft compo^tion ; 
unhurt by the fti£fhe(s <^£Minal method. 

About this time, the ftudy of poetry was b^me 
general in Scotland^ the bell Englijh authors being 
univerially read» and imitations of them attempted. 
Addifon had lately difplayed the. beauties of Milton* i> 
immortal work i and his remarks, on it, together with 
Mr. Poft's celebrated Effiiy^ had opened the way to an 
acquaintance with ithe heft. poets and: critics. 

But the mofl leamoi critic ix not always the be(^ 
judge of poetry ; tafte being & gift of nature, the 
want of which, AriftotU and j^a^ cannot fupply ; nor 
even the iludy of the beft originals* whenithe reader's 
ftculties are not tmud in a ctrtmin ctmfwMHce to thofe, 
of the poet : and this happened to be the cafe with 
certain learned gentlemen, into whofe hands a few of 
Mr. Thomfmh firft eflays had fallen. Some inaccu- 
racies of ftile, and thofe luxuriancies which a young 
writer can hardly avoid, lay <^n to their cavils and 
cenfore; fo ftr indeed they might be competent 
A 4 judges: 
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Judges I bat the fire and enthuiiafm of the poet hai 
entirely efcaped their notice. Mr. Thomfojiy however, 
confcious of his own.ftrength, was not difcouraged by 
this treatment ; efpecially as he had fome friends on 
whofc jjudgmcnthe could better rely, and who thought 
very diiFerently of his performances. Only, fnom 
that time^ he began- to turn his views towards Londan ; 
where works of genius may always expefl a candid 
reception and due encouragement ; and an accident 
foon after entirely determined him to try his fortune 
there. 

The divinity chair at Edinburgh was then filled by 
.the 'reverend and learned Mr. Htmiim ; a gentleman 
■univerfally xefpefted and beloved j and whe had 
jpacticularly endeared, him felf : to the yo\ing divines 
tinder his care, fay his kind oiEces, his candor and 
affability. Our author had attended his le«flures for 
about a year, when there was prefcribed to him for 
the fubje6l of an exercife,. a Pfalm, in which the 
power :and majeflyof God are celebrated. Of this 
piahii he gave a paraphrafe and iiluflration, as the na> 
tare of the exercife required ; but in a ftile fo highly 
poetical ae furprized thie >^)M>le audience. Mr. 
HamilUfh ^ bis ccrdom was, complimented the ora- 
tor upon his performance, and pointed out to the 
- ftndents themoft mafterly ftriking parts of it ; but at 
. laft, turning to Mr. nm/o/t, he told him, fmiling, 
that if he thought of being ufeful-iiv the mittidry, he 
. - mufl 
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IBxift keep a flrider rein upon his imagination^ and 
exprefs himfelf in language more intelligible to. an 
.oidinary congregation. 

This gave Mr. Thomfon to underftand, that his cx- 
pedations from thedudy of theology might be very 
precarious ; even though the Churcb had' been more 
his free choice than probably it wa». So that havings 
foon afterr received fome encouragement from a lady 
of quality, a friend of his mother's, then in London^ 
he quickly prepared himfelf for his journey. And 
although this encouragement ended in nothing bene- 
ficial, it ferved for the prcfent as a good pretext, to 
cover the imprudence of committing himfelf to the 
wide world, unfriended and unpatronized, and with 
the ilender ftock of money he was then poile^d of. 

But his merit did not long lie concealed. Mh 
Forbes J afterwards LordTrefident of the Seflion, then 
attending the fervice of Parliament, having feen a fpe^ 
cimen of Mr. Thmfon'^ poetry in • Seotlandi received^ 
him very kindly, and recommended hi<n to fome of 
his friends v particularly to Mr. AikmiMi who lived iu 
great intimacy with many, perfons of diltinguiihed 
rank and worth. This gentleman, from a connoiifeuY 
in painting, was become a profefs^d painter ; andiiis 
taile being no lefs }uft and delicate in the kindred art 
of defcrlptive poetry, than in his own, no wondec 
that he foon conceived, a friendihip for our author* 
A 5 . What 



X 



THE LIFE OF 



What a warm return he met with, and how Mr. 
Tbmfin was afie£led by his friend's premature death» 
appears in the copy of verfes which he wrote on that 
occafion. 

In the mean time» our author's reception, where* 
ever he was introduced, emboldened him to rifqne 
the publication of his Winter : in which, as him* 
icif was a mere novice in fiich matters, he was 
kindly affifted by Mr. Mallet, then private tutor to his 
Grace the Duke of Montro/e, and his brother the 
Lord Gemrge Grahamy fo well known afterwards as an 
able and gallant fea officer. To Mr. Mallet he like* 
wife owed his firfl acquaintance with feveral of the 
wits of that time; an exa£k information of their 
characters, perfonal and poetical, and how they flood 
affedled to each other. 

The Poem of Winter ^ publilhed in March 1726, 
WA& no fooner read than univerfally admired : thofe 
only excepted who had not been ufed to feel, or to 
look for, any thing in poetry, beyond a pmnt of fati- 
rical or epigrammatic wit, a fmart antithejis richly 
trimmed with rhime, or the foftnefs of an elegiac com- 
plaint. To fuch his manly Clascal fpirit could not 
readily recommend itfelf ; till after a more attentive 
perufal, they had got the better of their prejudices, 
and either acquired or affeded a truer tafte. A few 
others itood aloof, merely becaufethey had long be-^ 
4 fore 
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fore fixed the articles of their poetical creed, and re« 
figned themfdves to an abfolate defpair of ever feeing 
any thing new and original. Thefe were fomewhat 
mortified to find their notions difturbed by the appear- 
ance of a poet, who feemed to owe nothing bat to 
nature and his own genius. But, in a fhort time, 
the applaufe became unanimons ; every one wonder- 
ing how fo noany pidures, and pi£lures fo familiar, 
ihould have moved them but faintly to what they felt 
in his defcriptions. His digrefiions too, the over- 
flowing^ of a tender benevolent heart, charm'd the 
reader no lefs; leaving him in doubt, whether he 
Ihould more admire the Poet^ or love the Man, 

From that time Mr. Thomfon^s acquaintance was 
courted by all men of tafte ; and feveral ladies of high 
rank and di(lIn6lion became his declared patroneffes : 
the Countefs of Hertford^ Mifs Drelincourty afterwards 
Vifcountefs Primro/e, Mrs. Stanley^ and otiiers. But 
the chief happinefs which his Winter procured him 
was, that it brought him acquainted with Dr. Rundk^ 
afterwards Lord Bilhop of Z>^rry ; who, upottxonverf- 
ing with Mr. Thomfon^ and finding in him qualities 
greater ftill, and of more value, than thofe Of a poet, 
received him into his intimate confidence and friend- 
fhip ; promoted his charadier every where ; intro- 
duced him to his great friend the Lord Chancel- 
lor T/y/^c/ ; and, fome years after, when the eldei: 
fon of that nobleman was to make his tonr-of travel- 
A 6 ling> 
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ling, recommended Mr. Tbmfon as a proper com- 
panion for him; His affedlion and gratitude to Dr^ 
Kundte^ and his indignation at the treatment -that 
worthy prelate had met with, are finely exprefled in 
his poem to the memory of Lord T Mot, The true 
caufe of that undeferved treatment has been fecreted 
from the public, as well as the dark manctwures that 
were employed : but Mr. Thomfon^ who had accefs ta 
the beft information, places it to the account of 

■ Slanderous zeaT^ and politics infirm ^ 
Jealous of injorth. ■ ■ 

Meanwhile, our poet's chief care had been,, in 
return for the public favour,, to finilh the plan, which 
their wiflies laid out for him ; and the.expe^ations 
which his Winter had raifed, were fully fatisfi'ed 
by the fucccilive publication of the other Seafitns : of 
Summer f in the year 1727 ; of Springy in the begin- 
liing of the following year; and oiJutumny in a quarto 
editioa of his works, printed in 1730. 

In that edition, the Ssa/ons are placed in thefr na- 
tural order : and crown'd. with that inimitable Hymni 
in which we view them in their beautiful fucceffion, 
as QM 'wboU^ the immediate elfedl of infinite Po^wer and 
Q^dne/s. In imitation of the Hebrew Bard, all nature 
is called forU» to do homage to the Creator^ and the 

reader 
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laead^r is Uft enraptur'd in filent adoration and 
praifc. 

BfSiDES the(e» an4 liis tragedy of Sophonijhai writ- 
ten» and a6ted with applaufe, in the year 1729, Mr. 
Thom/ott had, in 1727, publifhed hia poem to the Me- 
mory of Sir I/aac Ntwton^ then lately deceafed.; con- 
taining a deferved, en^camium of thi^t incomparable 
manji with an. account of Jus^ chief difcpveries j fu- 
blimely poetical y and yet {9; jjull,, that an ingenious 
foreigner^, the Count ^^^#///« tal^es.i^ liie out of it 
for the text of his philofophical dialogues, UNeutoniaT 
ni/m per le dam : this was in part owing to the afiif- 
t^nce he had of his frie^jd Mr. Gnaj^ .a gentlewan 
well verfed in Ne^toman Fhitofophy^ who^ ^on that 
Dccafion,. gave him a very ^di, though g^erai>. jab- 
jtoft.of its' principkjs,- ... \ - 

That fame year, the refentment of our merchants, 
for. the interruption of their trade by the Spaniards in 
Jmrica^ running very high,, yix. Thotn/on zealou.ay 
took part in.it; and wrote his; po^ Britannf'a, to 
j;oufe the nation to revenge. . And although this piece 
is the. lefs read that its fubjed 'was but accidental and 
temporary ; the fpirited generous fentiments that en- 
rich it, can never be out of feafon : they will at leall re- 
;DQain a monnmept of tl^at love, of his country, that dt* 
wofion. to tbi .pHhlid whi9h he is ev^r in<:ulcating as 
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the perfection of virtue, and which none ever felt 
more pure, or more intenfe, than himfelf. 

Our author's poetical lludie$ were now to be in- 
terruptedy or rather improved, by his attendance on 
the honourable Mr. Charles Talhot in his travels. A 
delightful ta£k indeed ! endowed as that young no- 
bleman was by nature, and accompUfhed by the care 
and example of the beft of fathers, in: whatever could 
adorn Humanity : graceful of perfon, elegant in man- 
ners and addrefs, pious, humane, generous ; with an 
exquifite tafte in all the finer arts. 

* 'With this amiable companion and friend, Mr. 
^mfon vifited moft of the courts and capital cities of 
Eurtfpey^nUi returned with his views greatly enlarged $ 
not of exterior nature only, and the works of art, but 
of human life and manners, of the conftitution and 
policy of the feveral ftates, their connexions, and 
their religious inftitutions. How particular and judi- 
cious his obfervations were, we fee in his poem of 
tiierty, begun foon after his return to England. We 
fee, at the fame time, to what a high pitch his love 
of his country was raifed, by the comparifens he had 
all along been making of our happy well-poifed 
government with thofe of other nations. To infpire 
his fellow-fubjedls with the like fentiments ; and to 
fhew them by what means the precious freedom w^ 

enjoy 
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enjoy may be preferved, and how it may be abuied 
or loft ; he employed two years of his life in compof* 
ittg that noble work : upon which, confcious of the 
importance and dignity of the fabjed, he rained him- 
felf more than upon all his other writings. 

While Mr. Th*mfiH was writing the FirftPart of 
Liberty^ he received a fevere (hock by the death of 
his noble friend and fellow traveller: which was 
foon followed by another that was feverer fHil, 
and of more general concern ; the death of Lord 
Talbot himfelf; which Mr. Tbomfon fo pathetically 
and (b juHly laments in the poem dedicated to his 
memory. In him, the nation faw itfelf deprived of 
an uncorropted patriot, the faithful guardian of their 
rights, on whofc wifdom atid integrity they had 
founded their hopes of relief from many tedious vexa* 
tions : and Mr. Thomfin^ befides his (hare in the gene- 
ral mourning, had to bear all the afHidUon which a 
heart like his could feel, for the perfon whom, of all 
manldnd, he mod revered and loved. At the fame 
time, he found himielf, from an cafy competency, 
reduced to a ftate of precarious dependance, in which 
he pafTed the remainder of his life ; excepting only the 
two laft years of it, during which he enjoyed the 
place of Surveyor-General of the Leeward IJkmJs^ 
procured for him by the generous friend(hip of my 
Lord Lyttelton, 
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IMMEOIATEI.Y. upoH his retuin to England witb 
Mr. Talbot^ the Chancellor had made him his fecrc* 
tary of Briefi ; a place of little attendance, fuiting 
his retired* indolent way of life, and equal to all his 
wants. Tliis place fell with his patron ; and aldiough 
the noble Lord, who fucceeded to Lord Talbot in of- 
fice, kept it vacant for fome time, probably till 
Mr. Thorn/oh fhould apply for it,, he was fo difpiiited> 
and fo Mlefs to every concern of that kind, that he 
never took one ftep in the affair : a negled which. hi} 
bell friends greatly blamed in him.. 

Ybt could not his genius be depreffed, or his tem-r 
per hurt, by this reverfe of fortune. He refumed, 
with time, his ufual chearfulneis,. and never abated 
ene article in his way of living ; which, though fimple, 
was genial and elegant. The profits arifing from his 
works were not inconiiderable ; his tragedy, of.^a- 
mmnon^ a£ked in 1738, yielded a good fum; Mr. 
Millar was always at hand, to anfwer, or. even to 
prevent, his demands ; and he had a friend ,Qr two 
befides, whofe hearts, he knew, were ^lot cqntrajSled 
by the ample fortunes they ha^ acquired ; , who 
would, of themfejvesj interpofe, if they .faw any oc- 
caiion for it. 

But his chief dependance, during this long 
iftterval,*was on the protedion and bounty of. His 
'Royd Highnefs Frederic Prince of Walks \ who, 

upoa 



ttpon the wcpmmcndatiQa .of Lord Lyitelton^ then 
^ chjcf favoume, fetdcd Qji.him a handforae al- 
lowance. Ali4 afterwards, , when he waa intro- 
duced tQ. Jiis Royal Highnefciy. jhat excellebt prioce, 
whp trjily ^was .what Thamfon .paints him, the 
frkni ffni^kiftd flfid tf mesrity received him very gra- 
ciottily^ atid ever after honoured him with many marks 
of particular favour and confidence. A circum^ance, 
wWch does equal.hoaour to the patron and the poet, 
oogkt npt . hejcj ..to be ojniiftied ; tbat my Lord LyUel- 
tm*s r^ommeudatlan came fiAtOgtther unfollicitsd, 
long before .Mr. Thomson \yas perfoi^ally known to 
him. _ 

It happened, however, that the favour of his 
fi^al Higl\n:ef8 was in.one in(buice .6f feme preju- 
dice to oyir author ; . ili^ the refciral ^ licence Ipr his 
ii^ge^y of Edibiv-d and Ehnfinrt which he had pJ-Cr 
:PfU'ed f^r t)ie ftage in the year 1739. The reader 
Slay fee diat this play contains ^ot a line which 
could, jufily give offence ; but the miniftry, dill lore 
Aomji^ru^n 'pafqujinades,;. which had lately produced 
i)(e (Uge-ajft ^an4 as Uttle.iatisited with fome paxts of 
tbt :p]rinp9*a poUiip^ .cood«2£^« as he was with their 
oianagement of the public affairs ; would not rifque 
the reprefentation of a piece written under his 
^ye, and, th^ might probably thinks, by his -com- 

mi^ > 
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]>aredfo2' the theatre, when a fatal accident robbed thr 
world of one of the beft men, and beil poets^ thaT 
lived in it. 

He had always , been a timorous horieman ^ and 
more fo, in a road where numbers of giddy or unlkil- 
fill riders are continually paiTing : fa that when the 
weather did not invite him to go by water, he would 
commonly wzlk the diilance between London and Rich- 
mond ^ with any acquaintance that offered ; with whom 
he might chat and reft himfclf, or perhaps dine, by the 
way. One fummer evening, being alone, in his 
walk from town to Hammerfmitby he had overheated 
himfelf,. and in that condition, impriidently took a 
Boat to carry him to Ke^w ; apprehending no bad 
confcquence from the chill air on the river, which 
iis walk to his houfe, at the upper end of Ketv- - 
lane^ had always hitherto prevented.. But, now, the 
cold had fo feized him, that next day he found, him- 
fclf in a high fever, fo much the more to be dreaded 
that he was of a full habit. This however, by the 
ufe of proper medicines, was removed* fo that he 
was thoiight to be out of danger : till the fine weather 
Jiaving tempted him to expofe himfelf once more 
tt) the evening dews, his fever returned with vio- 
lence, and with fuch fymptoms as^ left no hopes 
of a cure. Two days had paffed before his re- 
lapfe was known in town ; at I aft Mr. Mitchell and 
I^. Ktid^ with Dr. Armftrong^ being informed of it, 
pofiedout at midnight to his^aMance: but alas ! came: 
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Only to endure a iight of all others the moft &ock- 
to nature, the lad agonies of their beloved friend* 
'^his lamented death happened on the 27th daf of 
17+8. 

His teftamentary executors were, the Lord Lyttel- 
^o^^ whofe care of our poet's fortune and ftme ceafed 
'^ot with his life; and Mr. MitchelU a gentleman 
^<liiallf noted for the truth and conftancy of his pri- 
■^ate ikiendlhipi, and for his addrefs and fpirit as a 
public minifter. By their united intereft, the orphan 
play of Cwi^latms was brought on the ftage to the 
advantage : from the profits of which, and the 
^ale of manufcripts, and other effedts, all demands 
Were duly fatisfied, and a handfome fum remitted tO' 
fillers. My Lord Zy//f//tf«'s prologue to this piece 
Was admired as one of the beft that had ever been 
'^ritUH : the beft J)nfken it certainly was. The fym- 
pathizing audience faw that, then indeed, Mr. ^in 
Was no oBw ; that the tears he fhed, were thofe of 
^alMendfhip and grief. 

Mr., ^tbimfif^s -remains were depofited in the- 
^urch oiRUbmnd^ under a plain ftone, without any 
infcription : nor did his brother poets at all exert" 
^b^felves on the occafion, as they had lately done 
for one who had been the terror of poets all his life- 
lime. This filcnce fiirniihed matter to one of his 
friends for an excellent fatirical epigram, which we 

are 
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are foriy wc cannot give the reader. Only oi 
gentleman, Mr. Collins^ who had lived fome time 
Ricbmotul, but forfook it when Mr. Tbvmfm die 
wrote an Ode to his memory. This, for the dirg 
like melancholy it breathes, and the warmth of a 
fedion that feems to have didated it, we (hall fubjo 
to the prefent account. 

Our author himfelf hints, foroewhere in his worl 
that his exterior was not the mod promifing; 1 
make being rather robuft than graceful : theugh it 
known that in his youth he had been thoug 
handfome. His worft appearance was, when you fj 
him walking alone, in a thoughtful mood : but lei 
friend accoft him, and enter into converfation, 
would indantly brighten into a moft amiable aipe 
his features no longer the fame, and his eye darti 
a peculiar animated fire. The cafe was much all 
in company ; where, if it was mixed, or very nun 
xous, he made but an indifferent figure : but witl 
few feled fnends, he was open, fprightly, and enti 
taining. His wit flowed freely, but pertinent 
and at due intervals, leaving room for every one 
contribute his fhare. Such was his extreme fenfibili 
ib perfed the harmony of his organs with the fen 
mentfi of his mind, that his looks always announc< 
and half exprefifed, what he was about to fay ; a 
his voice oorrefponded exadly to the manner and c 
gree in which he was afEeded. This fenfibility h 
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0Q€ inconvenience attending it, that it rendered him 
the. ray worft reader of good poetry : a fimutf or a 
<opy of tame verfes, he could manage pretty well ; 
<^ even improve them in the reading : bat a pailage 
^ ^%2f/» MtbeUf ot SJbaie^eare, would ibmetimes 
^nite opprefs him^ that you could hear little elfe than 
fi>ine ill-articulated founds, rifing as from the bottom 
ofhisbieaft. 

He had improved his tafte upon the beft originals, 
ancient and modern; but could not bear to write 
what was not ilridly his own, what had not more im- 
mediately ftrnck his imagination, or touched his 
^cart : fo that he is net in the lead concerned in that 
<)ueilion about the mrit or demerit oiimtaiors. What 
^borrows from the ancients, he gives us in an avow- 
ed faithful paraphrafe or tranflation ; as we fee in a 
few paffages taken from Virgil^ and in that beautiful 
pidnre from Pliny the elder, where the courfe, and 
tradaal increafe of the iV//r, are figured by the fiages 
«f man's life. 

The autumn was his favourite feafon for poetical 
^pofition, and the deep iilence of the night, the 
^ he commonly chof<^ for fuch (ludies ; fo that he 
wottld often be heard walking in his library, till near 
morning, hunmiing over, in his way, what he Was to 
^^ft and write out next day. 
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The ainufemeots of his leifare hours were civil a|i< 
natural hiih>ry, voyages, and the relations of travel- 
lers, the moft. authentic he could procure: ^and had 
his fituation favoured it, he would certainly have ex- 
celled in gardening, agriculture, and every rural im- 
provement and exerciie. Although he performed on 
no inftrument, he was paflionately fond ef mufic, add 
would fometimes HUen a full hoar at his window to 
the nightingales in Richmond gardens. While abroad, 
he had been greatly delighted with the fegul&c litiUan 
drama, fuch as Mitaftafig writes ; as it is there heigH^ 
tened by the charms of the beft voices and inih^ 
ments ; and looked upon our theatrical entertainment! 
as. In one refpe£^, 4iaked and imperfe£(, when com- 
pared with the ancient y or with thofe of Italy \ wifli* 
ing fometimes that a chorus ^^X leafl, and a better rt- 
dtativty could b& introduced. 

Nor was his tafte lefs exquiiite in the arts of pahik 
ingj fculfturey and architeSlure. In his travels, h< 
had feen all the moft celebrated monuments of anti 
quity, and the beft produdlions of modem art ; anc 
ftudied them fo minutely* and::wit;h fp tru^ a judg 
ment, that in fome of his defcrif tions, in the poen 
o£Utertjf^ wc hare the. ma^errpiecesidbiere mentionec 
placed ^1 aftronger light perhaps than if we law tfaes 
with Qur eyes ; at leaft moire juilly deliaoated than ii 
any other account extant: fo fuperior is a natural taft< 
of the grand and $eautifvly to the traditional leflbm 
5 
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<>f a common virtiufa. His colledllon of prints^ and 
Ibme drawings from the antique, are now in the pof« 
feffion of his friend Mr. Gray of Richmond Uill^ 

A 8 for his more diftinguiihing qualities oimind and 
hutrtf they are bet^r reprefented in his writings, than 
they can be by the pen of any biographer* There, 
his ioye of mankind, .of his country and friends ; his 
devotion to the Sufrme Beings founded on the moli 
elevated and juft conceptions of his operations and 
piovidence, ihine out in every page. So unbounded 
was his tendemefs of heart, that it took in even the 
brute creation : judge what it mud have been towards 
his oyiXi fpecies. He is not indeed known, through 
his whole, life, to have given any perfon one moment's 
pwi, by his writings or otherwife. He took no part 
in the poetical fquabbles which happened in his time; 
and was refpeded and left undifturbed by both fides. 
He would even refufe to take offence when he jufily 
niight;. by interrupting any perfonal dory that was 
brought him, with fome jeft, or fome humorous apO' 
logy for the offender. Nor was he ever feen ruffled 
or difcompofed, but when he read or heard of fome 
flagrant inftance of injuftice, oppreffion, or cruelty : 
^cn, indeed, the ftrongeft marks of horror and in- 
dignation were vifible in his countenance. 

These amiable virtues, this divine temper of mind, 
did not fail of their due reward. His friends loved 
a him 
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him with an enthufiafUc ardor, and lamented his an. — 
timely fate in the manner that is Hill frefli in every 
one's memory ; the bell smd greateft men of his tim^ 
honoured him with their friendihip and proteftion 9 
the applaufe of the public attended every appearaaoe 
he made; the a£tors, of whom the more eminent 
were his friends and admirers, gnidging no pains tc^ 
do juftice to his tragedies. At prefent indeed, 
we except T ancred, they are feldom called for y th^ 
£mplicity of his plots, and the models he workedl^ 
after, not fuiting the reigning tafte, nor the impa- 
tience of an Engltp theatre. They may hereafter 
come to be in vogue : but we hazard no comment 0^ 
conjedinre upon them, or upon any part of Mr— 
Tbomfitt^^ works ; neither wded they any defence 0^ 
•pology, after the reception they have had at hornet 
and in the foreigA languages into which they hav^ 
been tranflatcd. We fhall only fay, that, to judg^ 
from the imitations of his manner^ which have beei» 
following him clofe, from the very firft publication o-:^ 
Wintery he feems to have fixed no inconfiderable acr*- 
of the En^lijh poetry. 
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O N T H E 

Death of Mr. THOMSON. 

By Mr. C O L L I N S. 

X'he fcene of the folfowing ftknzas is fuppofed to 
lie on the Thames near Richmond, 

I- 

[N yonder grave a> Druid lies 
Where ilowly winda the Healing wave-T 
The year's beft fweets (hall duteous rife 
To deck its Poet's fylvan grave \ 

m 

tn yon d^eep bed of wkifp'ring reeda 

His airy harp * (hall now be laid, 
^Fhat he, whofe heart in forrow bleeds. 

May love thro' life the foothing ihadc. 



* The harp of /Bolus, of which ice a ^efcriptioa in 
Castle of Insoxjcnce. 

a 2 Then 
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Thea maifis and yoodis fliaD Enger hat^ 
And while its fixuids at diftance fwcU^ 

Shall fiuUy ibem in Piqr't car. 
To hear the Woodland Filgnm's knell. 

IV. 

Rememtxrance oft (hall haunt the fhore 
When Thames in fonuner wreaths is dreft> 
J And oft fnfpend the dalhing oar 
To bid Ins gende fpirit reft ! 

V. 

And oft as Safe and Health retire 
To breezy lawn, orfbreftdeep. 
The friend (hall view yon whitening * fpire, 
. And 'mid the varied landfcape weep. 

VI. 

Bat Thon^ who own'ft that earthy bed, ' 
Ah ! what will every dirge avul ?* 

Or tears, which Love and Pity (hed 
That mourn beneath the gliding fail ! 

* RiCHMOMo Chinch. 
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vn. 

V 

5s there one, whofe heedlefs eye 
[ fcorn thy pale (hrine glimm'ring near ? 
im, fweet bard, may Fancy die, 
Joy defert the blooming year. 

vm. 

)u, lorn ftream, whofe fullen tide 
edge-crown'd Sifters now attend, 
aft me from the green hill's lide 
fe cold turf hides the buried friend ! 

IX. 

?, the fairy valleys fade. 
Night has veiPd the folemn view ! 
:e again, dear parted (hade, 
c Nature's Child, again adieu ! 

X. 

nial meads affign'd to blefs 
life, lhall mourn thy early doom, 
linds, and fhepherd-girls (hall drefs 
I fimple hands thy rural tomb. 



Long, 
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Long, long, thy ftone, and pointed clay^ 
Shall melt the mufing Briton's eyes, 

O ! vales, and wild woods, ihall He fay,. 
In yonder grave Your Druid lies \ 
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The Argument. 



The JuhjeSi profofed, Infcribtd to the C^wUift §f 
Hartford. The Sea/on is dtfcribed as it affeSs the 
niari^us parts Nature y afcending from th -lower n% 
the higher ; ^nviii digrejfions arifing.from th^jubjeS^ ; 
Its influence on inanimate Matter^ on Vegetables^ on 
brute Animals, and laft on Man ; concluding ivith 
a diffuafinje from the wild and irregular pajjion of 
Lo*vey oppofed to that of a pure and happj kind* 
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^OME, gcntlc^pRiNC, ethereal Mildnefs, come, 
^ And from the bofom of yon dropping clood. 

While muiic wakes around, veil'd in a (hoA er 
r fhadowing rofes, on our plains defcend. 

Hartford, £tted or to Ihine in courts 5 
^ith unafieded grace, or walk the plain 

^ith innocence and meditation join'J 

1 foft aiTemblage, liften to my fong, 

^hich thy own Scafon paints ; when Nature all 

f blooming and benevolent, like thee. 10 

And fee where fUrly Winter pa/Tes off, * 
^ar to the nonh, wid calls his ruffian blafts : 
% hlaft^ obey> and, quit thb howling hill. 
Hie fhattefriStl forell, and the ravag'd vale ; 
*Vhile*foftergacles facceed, at whofe kind touch, 15 
MffiJlviitg fnovvs in liVid torf eftts loll, 
^ moyntain& lift their green heads to the iky. 

^ Ai yet the trembling year is unconfirmed, 
And Winter oft at eve refumes the breeze, 
Chills the pale morn, and bids his driving fleets 20 
l^cform the day delightlefs : fo that fcarce 
b&tiem knows his time, with bill ingulpht 
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To (hake th€ founding marfli ; or from the flxore 

The plover$ when to fcatter o'er the heath. 

And fmg their wild uotci to the likening >yaile« JfS 

At laft from Jries rolls the bounteous fun. 
And the bright Bull receives him. Then no more 
Th' expanfive atmofphcre is cramp'dwith coldj 
But, full of life and vivifying foul. 
Lifts the light clouds fublime, andfprcads jthejpithin, ^9 
Fleecy and white, o'er all-farrounding heaven. 

Forth fly the tepid airs ; and uncon£n'd. 
Unbinding earth) the moving foftncfs ftrays. 
Joyous, th' impatient hufbandman perceives 
Relenting Nature, and his lufty fleers 35 
Drives from their flails, to where the wcll-us'd plough 
Lies in the furrow, loofened from the froft; 
There, uni;iefufuig, to the harncfs'd yoke 
They lend their fliouJdeTf and begin tbpir.tpij, . 
Chear'd by the fimple fopg and foaring lark. 4^ 
Meanwhile, incumbent o'pr the (hining fhare 
The mailer lean3, removes th' obflrudUng clay. 
Winds the whole work» and fidelong lays the glebe- . 

White thro' the neighbouring fields the fower ffalk*> 
With meafur'd flep ; and liberal throws the grain 4-^ 
Into the faithful bofom of the ground : 
The harrow follows harfh, and (huts the fcene, 

f 

B?. gracioos. Heaven ! for now laborious Man 
Has dojic his part. Yc foftering breezes blow ! ' ' 

5 
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''c foftefting tfews, ye tetider (howers, dcfcend ! 50 

md temper all, thcta world-reviving •fan, 

ito the pelf eft year ! Nor ye who live 

ti luxury and eafe, in pomp and pride, 

""hink thefe loft themes unworthy of your car :^ 

uch themes- as thefe the rural Maro ftlng 55 

""o wide-imperial Rome, in the full height 

>f elegance and tade, by Gkeece reiin'd. 

» antient times, the facred plough employ'd 

^he kings, and awful fathers of mankind : 

md fomc, with whoni compar'd your infeft- tribes 60 

^re hut the beings of a fuoimer's day, 

lave held the fcale of empire, rul'd the fiorm 

>r mighty war; then, with unwearied. hand, 

^daining little delicacies, feir/d - 

r'he plough, and gjreatly indej^ndent Uv'dr 6^ 



Ye gc^iieroiis Britons, venerate the plough ; 
Vnd o'er your hills, and long withdrawing vales, 
^ Antumn fpread his treaftfred to the fun^ 
^ttxuridnt and' unbounded r as the iea, 
?ar thro* his azore ttirbulenr domain^ * 7^ 

empire owns, and from a thoufand ihores * 
^afts ail the pomp of life into your ports ; 
5o with fuperior boon may your rich foil. 
Exuberant, Nature's better bleilings pour 
O'er every lan^, tjie nakfed riatio'ns cloathc,. 

U .Cli'.,fsiA^4iilil^9 gi'anary. o£ » worldl 

.v. • .if.i , . 'i.. : - ^ 

B % Nor 
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No* only thro' the lenient air t\as ^S^satget 
Delicious, breathes ; the peinetcfktive £ur^ 
His force deep-darting to the darjc reta*e3lt 
Of vegetation, fets the fteaxning /W/r 80 
At large, to wander o'er the vcxdant earthy 
]n various hues ; but chiefly thee> gay Grges / 
Thou fmiling Nature's omverial robe 1 
United light and ihade ! where the fight dwells 
With growing ftrength, and ever-new delight. 



F R o M the moift meadowto the withered hill» 
Led by the breeze, the vivid verdure runs. 
And fwells, and deepens, to the ckerilh'd eye. 
The hawthorn whitens ; and the juicy groves 
Put forth their buds, unfolding by xlegrees,- • 9^ 
Till the whole leafy foreft ftancis 4ifplay'd, • . 
In full luxuriance to the fighing gales ; 
Where the deer ruftle thro' the twining trake* 
And the birds ixnjg conceal'd. . A^CAjCe, array'd . 
In all thei:olours of theifluihing year, ' 9^ 

By Nature's fwift and fecret-worldng.hand, , ' . 
The garden glows, and fills the iiberalraif : • i 
With laviih {ragrance ; i while eke pramis'd'fnut ^ 
Lies yet a little embryo, unpercciv*d/ ' V : " ' 
Within its crimfon folds. Now from rfie town 
Buried in fmoke, and Heep, and hoiibm damps. 
Oft let me wander o'er the dewy fields, : 
Where frefhnefs bi3eathe$,3uid dadithtMiiibfiiig^iiop^ 
From the bent huih> at thro' the verdant maze 

Of 
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Of fweet-bnar hedges l4)utia(i pi)r.w9lk.|\. ^165 
Or tade the fmoll o£ -dairy ; 0r aft^f^ . i, . 
Some eminenee, Au<>u«7Ai in diyrpl^jiis, ., ^r 
And fee the country, far diiFus'd aroundy 
One boandkfs bluih, one white-feii^mrpled ibow€iP 
Of mingled hloffoma ; wheJ^ tbe r^ptur'd qre ,11^ 
Hurries from joy to joy» and, hid boneatli 
The fair profufipn, 1 yellew Autotmn ipie».: 

..." ... ; ' 

If, brufh'd from Ruffian wilds, a cuttii^g gale 
Rife nqt, and fcatter from his humid wings 
The clammy mildew ; or, dry-bl<Mving»« breathe ' -11 5 
Untimely froft ; before whofe baleful blaft 1 ' 
The ftfll-blown Spring thro' all her foliage Khrinks, 
Joylefs and dead, a wide-dejeded wafle* 
|2pr oft, engenderVl by the hazy iforrh, 
Myriads on myriads, in feft armies w^cp ii^ 
Keen in the poifon'd breeze ; and 'vtraitefut eat» 
Thro* buds and bark, into the blackened core, . 
^heir eager way. A feeble race t yet oft 
The facred fons of vengeance ; on whofe courfc 
Gorrofive famine waits, and kills the .yw., raj 
To check this plague the ikilful farmer chafiv 
And blazing ftraw^ before his orchard burns ; 
Till, all involved in fraoke, the latent foe 
From every cranny fuffocatcd falls r. 
Or fcatters o'er the blooms the pungent duil 130 
Of pepper^ fatal to the frofty tribe ; 1 
Or, when th' envenom'd leaf begins to curl,. 

B 4 With 
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With fprinleledwater idtbwns them in their neifl^^ ^ 
Nor, while tie^.pi(^t£emiip^wkh'btt(y bifl>' . 
'The little Moping^Irds mmfefy ftaws. 135*^ 

Be paiien^' i^vttkts t «hefc^uel-feam!iig winds- - ; 
Blow not in t*in; • Far hence they keep ^eprefsM ' 
Thofedeepmiingdouds on-clouds, fafcharg^d withnds. 
That a'er the Vftft ^/flJIfrfc hither borne, ' 
In endlefs train, would quench'the fummer-blaze, 140 
And, cheiiiieik, drowm the crude Bnripen'd year. 

T»E north-eaft ipcnds his rage; he now ihut op '-^ 
Within his iron cave, th' efFuHve fouth 
Warms the wide air,i and o*er the void of heaven ' • - 
Breathes the hig donds with vernal ihoweri diHent. ' t 
At firft a dufkj^ wreath they feem to riie, . 146 
Scarce ftaininfp ether j but by fwift degrees. 
In heaps on heaps^ ^the doubling vapour fails 
Along, tke.l^^ded'iky, and mingling deep - . 

Sits on th' horizon tound a iettled gloom i 1 50 . 

Not fuch as wintry-^florms on mortals ihed, 
Opprefling Hfe<^ but lovely, gentle^ kind> 
And full of every hope and every joy. 
The willi of Nature. Gradual iinks the breesse 
Into a pcrfed calm ; that not a breath 155 . 

Is heard to quiver thro* the clo£ng woods. 
Or ruftling turn the many-twinkling leaves 
Of afpin tall. Th' uncurling floods, di£us'd - > 
In glaffy bieadth^ ieem thxo' delufive lapie 

' Forgetful 
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Forgetful efr Amr covtfei -'Tis iUeace M, 1 60 

And pleafing^iimEbltoii^ r^Hb-ds^and Jocki 

Dvop the.diy ipri^» And JOilte-implorittg eye 

The falling verdare. Huih'd in fhort fafpenfcy 

The^phimy^p^lc ftieak their wiog^ withoil, . 

To thfow the lucid moiiiure trickling off^ . 165- 

And ^^t th'; approacfaiqg £gn toiUiike, at: once. 

Into the general cjboir. 'fiyeaimgiiintaiQSi vales, 

And fosefts feem> impati^t, tPL^emand . 

The pixunii'd fy/^eipie^ Mm Superior w^tika 

Amidi the glad creation^ mofing praife^ ijo 

And looking lively gratitude. At laft. 

The clouds confign their treafures to the fields ; 

Andy^ibftLy fhaking on the dimpled pod 

Prelafive 4rop8> let all their moidure How, 

In large eflFufion, o'er the frefliened world. 171^ 

The ftealing ihower is fcarce to patter heard> 

By fuch as wander thra' the forefl walk^,- 

Beneath the umbrageous multitude -of leaves. 

Bat who can hold the ihadey while Heaven descends 

In univerlal bounty, ihedding herbs^ i 

And fruits, and flowers, on Nature'^ ample lap ? 

Swift faricy fir'd anticipates th«r growth ; 

And, while the milky nutriment difHls, 

Beholds the kindling country colour found. 

Thus all day long the full-^iftended clo«ds 18^ 
^<ittlge their genial ftores, and well«(hower'd earth 
^ tlecp enrich- d with vegetable .-Kfc 
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Till, in thft weftem iky, 'the iamnvnrd fiin 

Looks out, effulgeoty from aaiid'dkefliiih 

Of broken chwds, gay-iiiltiB^ to has beam. t 

The rapid radiance inftantaacous (Irikes 

Th' illumin'd moantain> thro* the fbreft flreami. 

Shakes on the Hoods, and in a yellow mift. 

Far (inoaking o'er the intenninable plain. 

In twinkling myriads lights the dewy geins^. ' i 

Moill, bright^ and green, the laadlkip laughs aroui 

Full fwell the woods 9 their eveiy mafic wakes, 

MixM in wild concert with the warbling brooks 

Increas'd, the diflant Ueatings of the hills. 

And hollow lows refponfive from the vales, 2 

Whence blending all the Iweetened zephyr fpiings 

Mean time refrafted from yon eadem cloud, 

Beflriding earthy, the grand ethereal bow 

Shoots up immenfe ; and every hue ttnfold»> - - 

In fair proportion running from the red, z 

To where the voilet fades into the Iky. 

Here, awful Newtok,' the diflblving clouds 

Form, fronting on the fan, thy fhowcry prifm ; 

And to the fage-inftrufted eye unfold 

The various twine of light, by thct dlfdos^d z 

From the white mingling maze. Not fo the boy ; 

He wondering views the bright enchantment bend. 

Delightful, o*er the radiant fields, and runs 

To catch the falling gloiy ; but amaz'd' 

Beholds th* amufive arah before him fly, 2 

Then vanifh quite away; ' Still night fucceeds, 

A foftcn 
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A ibftenedih«de» and fatorated eacdi ^ ... 
Awaits the .fflorning'-beamy to g^V* to li^hV ~ 
Iftis'd thro'.t^a thoufatvivdilFemit pla^c tabei>. 
The balmy treaAires ctf the forixler dax* • 

■ • t . . ■. ■ . 

Then fpring the living h'erbsj profufHy wi!d^ 
^'er all thie deep^grtcn earth, beyrbnxi the jJower. 
^J" botanill to number up thiiir tribei 2 ' - ' 
^Vlicthei' he Heals Ibng the lonely 'dalfe,^ 
^ filcBt (earch ; or thro' the tbrcft, rank* ' - 225 
^ith what the dull incurious weeds accOoht^ 
Bttrfts his blind way ; or dimbs the rfiountain-rock^. 
Kr*d by the nodding verdure of its brow. ' 
^ith fuch a liberkl hand has Natm-c flbng * * 
Their feeds abroad^ blown them about 'in winds, 230 
^numerous niix'd them with the narfifig mold, , 
"^e moiftening current, and prolific rain. 

But i«4io their virtues can declare t who pierce,- 
^ith vifion pure, into thefe fecret (lorej 
^ health, and life, and Joy ? the food of Man, 235 
^hile yet he liv'd in innocence, and told 
A length x)f golden years ; unflefh'd in blood, 
A ftranger to the (avage arts or lifcf, 
Death, rapine, carnage, furfek, . and dlfeafs 
the lord, and not the tyrant, of the world. . 240 

Thb firft frefli dawn then wak'd the ghddened race 
Of uncorrupted Man, nor blufh'.d to fee 

B 6 ThoL 
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The fluggard fleep )>ehea& ki facted tMitti't^^^ ^ ^ 
For their tight Iknib^rs geiidy fiaa^d^Miky-^'*'' -i"^' 
And up they.r6(e as-vigdii^ as eke ftiii» - ^41 
Or to the culture ^ the wtHing gleb^« 
Or to the chearfttl tendance of the flock. 
Meantime tke fong we&t round ^ and dance and fp«f^ 
Wifdom. and friendly tall^ (ucceffire, (tole ' • 
Their hcusrs away : wi^e in the rofy vale : 25 
Love breath'd his infant £ghs, from anguifk: firec^i 
And full repkte with bliis ; fave the fweet paia^ 
Thaty inly thrilling* but exalts it more^ 
NoK yet injurious a^, noc furly deed,. 
Was known among thofe happy fons of He a v in ; 
For reafon and^benevolence were law. • . i . u 
Harmonious Nature too look'd fmiling on* . 
Clear (hone the ikies> cool'd with, eternal gales,. 
And balmy ipiiit ail. The youthful fan ^ 
Shot his befl rays, and ftill the gracious clouds 2^ 
Drop'd fatnefs down ; as o'er the fwelling mead, r 
The herds and flocks, cpmmixiftgy play'd {ctwro^ri 
This when, emergent from the gloomy wood, < . 
The glaring lion f^, his liorrid heart r»' 
Was meekened, and he juin'd Jhs iuUen jory^ z6 
For mufic held the whole in perfeft peace : 
Soft iigh'd the flate; the tender voice was heard. 
Warbling the yaried heaft ; the woodlands round 
Apply'd their quire ; and winds and waters flowed 
In coiibnancew Such were thofe -prime of days.. 27 
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But now i)mi& i(4ii|fi«^iu4>ka(H^4 9^fUu;nir>w^Qace 
The fabliqg^p^- took tkw^ gQW»«F«,^ i . . 
Axefoand no movejinid tbefe iroail^iM, .i, , 
Tliefe dregs of hfti V. Now the 4^fte99f)effdi pind- 
Has loft that cvneordof hanqoAioas pwe^ ... 27$. 
^^Uch ibnas the finil of hiippia«(s 1 find 4U - ^ 1 . 
Is oiF the poife withiov: the paffiop^ aU:; ^ {. 
Have burft dieir boundit ; and xeafbo half tactind^ 
^J'impotenty or elfe approving, fees . 
The fbuLdUbrder-. Senfelefs» and deforih'd^ iBo 
^nvdfive anger fbonns at large ; or pale-^ 
■^iidfilent, fettles into fell revenge^ 
^?fc ^Bvy' withers at another^s joy*, 
^nd hates that exoellenGe it cannot reach, 
^-^fpondingiear, of feeble fancies foliy ' 2tf 

and unmanly, ioofens every powei*. 
^Tcn love itfclf is bitteinefs of foid, 

peniive anguiih pining at the heart ; 
^}r, fonk to fordid intereft, feels no more 
^hatnoble mOi^ that never cioy'd defire^ t^g^ 
^XVhich, feiSlh.joy difdainbg, feeks alone 
^o blefs the doacer objedi of its flame., 
^iope iickcm- wkh extravagance ; and grief*. . 
Of life impatient, into madntfs fwells 
Or in dead filence waftes the weeping houra. . 295 
Thefe» ;andA.thoufand mixt emotions more> 
From eveiK^anging views of good and ill^ 
Formed infinitely yarioas, vex the mind 
With endleia ftorm: whence^ deeply rankling, grows 

The, 
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The pirdtl-Uiovght^ alififali mKOBffcni^ }00 

Cold, and averiing ftom o«r neiglilMr> ffod^ 

Then dark diffsft, Aftd Iwtredy wmdhig wiks. 

Coward deceit, afld rnlBMi violoot^ : • 

At la(l, ejetiaft each iocial fueling, feli^ 

And joylds inhumanity penradet y>M 

And petrifies the heart. Nature diilurb'd 

Is decffl'd, ▼iiuii£(ive» to hare drang'd her courfe*. 

Hence^ in old duiky time, a deluge came: 
When the deep-cleft difparting orb, that arch'd 
The central waters round, impetuous raih'd» 3l# 
With univerfal bur^, into the gulph, 
And o'er the high-pil'd hills of fradur'd earth 
Wide dafh'd the waves, in undulation vail ^ 
Till, from the center, to the ftreambg clouds, 
A fiK)relefs ocean tmnbled round the glohe« 5^ 

The Seafood iince have, with fcverer fway^ 
OpprefsM a broken World: the Winter keen . 
Shook forth his wafte of fnows ; and Summer iKot 
His peflilential heats.- Great Spring, before, 1 
Green'd all the year.; and fruits and bioiToms bluih^dj^ 
In (bcial fweetnefs, on the felf-(ame bough.. 32;!. 
Pore was the temperate air ; an even calm. 
Perpetual reign'd, fave what the saephyrs bland 
Breath'd o'er the bl^ie expanfe : foi> then nor ftorm^ 
Were taught to blow, nor hurricanes to I'age ; 325; 
SOund'flept the waters ; no fulphureous glooms 

SwelW 
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• ^ell'd ia tM iky, nd feiit tlie l^^iciimg.fbrdi ; 
Whik fiotif diimpsv cold aatomn . 
HiingJnotr, .nitxing, dir the fpring* of lif6 
But QOWy of tnibid elements the fport, 330^ 
From clear to cloudy toft, from hot to cold; 
-Atd dry to moid, with inword-eatitig change. 
Our dropping- days are dwindled down tandaght,. 
Their period^niih'd cra'^tid well began*^ 

A N D yet the wholefome herb neg!e£led dies ; 3 35 
Though with the pure exhilarating foul 
Of nutniment and health, and yital powers. 
Beyond the icarch. of art, 'tis copious bleft. 
For, with hot wftrine flr'd, enfanguin'd Man 
Is now bectSme thc-liori of the plain, ' 3;^© 
And worfe. The wolf, wfio'frbm the nightly fold 
Fierce drags the bleating prey, ne*cr drijpk her milk. 
Nor wore her warming fleece : nor has the fteer. 
At whoft-ttrbng^heil the deadly ty^ hangs, 
E*er. plow'd for him. They too are tempered h%!r,; 
Wiffi hunger-lbuiig and wild neceffity,! 346^ 
Nor lodges pity in their fttaggy breaf^. 
But Ma^ V9ltaisL Nature form'd of milder clay, 
With every Iriaid emotion in his'^art,"' 
Artd taiight ^^he to weep ; whfle ffom her lap 350 
She pouES ten thoimnd delkaciesV||^er4|i, 
And fririttP,' ^» humera^w^^as the dr^s of rain 
Or beams that gave thcihkJ|^h : (hall he, fair form! 
Who wears fwcct fmilcs^, and looks cit^t on Heaven^ 

E'er. 
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Some lightly toBng to the 'grafly bank. 

And to the ihehring ihore Slow-draggmg {oast. 

With various hand proportion'd to their force. 

If yet too young, and eafily decciv'd, 

A worthlefs prey fcaroe bends yoor pHaat rod, 415 

Him, piteous of his youth and the fliort fpace 

He has enjoy'd the vital light of Heaven, 

Soft difengage, and back into the itream 

The fpeckled captive throw. But fliould you lure 

From his dark haunt, beneath the tangle roots 4^ 

Of pendant trees, the monarch of the brook. 

Behoves you then to ply your fined art. 

Long time he, following cautious, fcans the fly ; 

And oft attempts to feize it, but as oft 

The dimpled water fpeaks hi« /calous fear- 4«»5 

At laft, while haply o'er the fhftded fun 

PafTes a cloud, he defperate takes the death. 

With fullen plunge. At once he darts along, 

Deep-ilruck, and runs out all the lengthened line ^ 

Then feeks the fartheft ooze, the fheltering weed. 

The cavera'd bank, his. old fecore abode ; 43 

And flies aloft, and flounces round the pool. 

Indignant of the guile. With yielding hand. 

That feels him flili, y^t to his^ furious coorfe 

Gives way, you, now retiring, folloviang now 45^ 

Acrpfs the dream, exhaull his idle r^gec 

Till floating broad upon his breathlefs fide,. 

And to his fate aband<>n'4>: to the ihore 

You gaily drag your uareliiUn^ piiacu. . 41 ^ 
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i us pais the temperate hours t but whcii the Ton 
es from hitf noon^idayithmie'xhe fcacvering clouds, 

(hooting liftlefs lahgior thro' the deepb $ ; ' 
I feek the bank where flbwerhig.-eldors croud, ' 
re fcatrer'd wild thelilly of the vale 
ilmyeficncc breathes, where cowHipe hang 445 
dewy head, Where parple violets lurk, 

all the \bw}y children of the (hade : 
e reeling* ben eatb yon fprcading a(h, 
T o'er the fteep ; whence, borne on liquid wing, 
foBillfihj cnlver (hoots'; or where the hawk, 450 
1, in the baetling cliff, his airy'build«. 
e let the:clalfic page thy fancy lead 

rural fcenes, fuch as the Ma/ttuan fwain 
:s in the matcHlefs harmony af fong. 
Itch thyfelf the landfkip, gKding fwift 455 
/art imagiaation's vivid eye ^ 
y the vocal woods and waters lulPd, 
lofl in lonely muiing, in the dream, 
us'd, of carelefs folitude, where mix 
thoufand wandering images of things,. 460 
le ecrery jgdk of pailion inm peace ; 
ttt the fmellings of the faitened heart, 

waken, nofidiftttrb, the. tcanqoil mind. 

;HOLD yon breathing profpe^l bids the Mitfe 
)w all her beauty forth. But who tan paint 465 
Natnre CsAi imagination ^aft, 
d its gay'c if t ation, h«s Hke hers ? - ' 

Or 
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Or can it mix them witK that matchleis fkillr 

And lofe them in each other, as appears 

Jn every bod that blows ? If hncy then 4. 

Unequal fails bexieath the pkaiing talk. 

Ah what ihail language do ? ah where find words 

Ting'd with fo many colours ; and whofe power. 

To life approaching, may perfume my lays 

With that fine oi^ thofe aromatic gales, 4 

That inexhau^ve flow continual round ? 

Yet, tho' fuccefslefs, will the toil delight. 
Come then, ye virgins and ye youths, whofe heart 
Have felt the raptures of reBning love ; 
And thon^ Amanda, come, pride of myfong! 4! 
Form'd by the Graces, lovelincfs itfelf I 
Come with thofe downcaft eycs^ iedate and fweet, 
Thofe looks demure, that, deeply pierce the foal. 
Where, withrthe light of thoughtful reafon mix'd, 
Shines lively ^cy and the feeling heart : 4I 
Oh come ! and while the rofy- footed May 
Steals blufbingon, together let us tread 
The morning' dews, and gather ih their prime 
Freili- blooming flbwers, to grace thy . braided hsdti 
And thy lov'd bofom that improves their fweets*. 4X 

Seb, where the winding vale its laviih flores, 
I^riguQus, fpreads. See, how the 111/ drinks 
The latent rill, icarce oozing thro' the grafs, 
Of growth luxuriant i or tjbe humid bonk^ - 
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In fair profuiiony decks. Loag let walk, 495 
Where the breeze blows from yon extended field 
Of blofTom'd beans. Jr^ia canapt b^ail 
A fuller gale of joy» tbap, liberal, theac^ 
Breat]^C3 thro' the ftnfbr and takes the raviih'd fouL 
Nor is the mead unworthy of thy foot, 509 
Full of frefli verdure, and unnun^ber'd flowers. 
The negligence of Nature; wide, and wild ; 
Where, undifguis'd by mimic ^r/, ibe fpreads 
Unbounded beauty to the joying eye,: . 
Here their delicious talk the fervent bees,. ,505 

fwanning millions, tend:: around, athwart^ 
Thro' the foft air, the bufy nations fly. 
Cling to the bud, and, with inferted tube, 
^Qck its pure efl!ence, its etketsal foul ; 
And oft, with bolder wingf they foaring dare 5 10 
The purple heath,, or .where the \yild thyme grows, 
y^Uow Joad them with kIhq luicious fpoil. 

At length the finifli'd garden to the view 
Its viftas opens, wad its alleys green, 
^natch'd thro' <he verdant maze, the hurried eye 5 

wanders ; now the bowery walk • 
W covert doie, where fcarce a fpeck of day 

on the lengthen'd gloom, protraded fweeps : 
Now meetf the bending fky ; the river now 
^unpling along, the breezy rufllcd lake, 520 
The foreft darkening round* the glittering fpire, 
Th' ethereal mountain, and the diftant main. 

But 
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But why fo far excurfive ? when at hand. 

Along theie- blushing borders, bright with dew» 

And in yon mingled wildeme& of- flowert^ 5: 

Fair-handed Spring- unbofoms every gfKt-; . 

Throws oot the fnow-drop, and the crocus 

The daify, pnmrofe, violet darkly bliMV 

And pelyanthuB of unnumber'd dy«B $ 

The yellow wa]l-flower> ftain'd with iron-bitiwflr|: 

And lavilh dock- that fcents the garden romid i ' 

From the foft wing of vernal breezes ibed, 

Anemonies ; auriculas, enrich'd 

With fliining meal o'er all their velvet leaves ; 1 

And full ranunculas, of glowing red. 5 J 

Then conies the tulip-race, where Beauty plays 

Her idle freaks ; from family diffused 

To family, as SAte the facher-dnfty 

The varied colours run ; and, while they ^reai 

On the charm'd eye^ th^^lexulting flmft marks^ 5^ 

With fecret pride, the wonders of his hand. 

No gradual bloom is wanting ; from the bud, 

Firll-born of Spring, to Summer's mufky tribes : 

Nor hyacinths, of pureft yirgjin white^. 

Low- bent, and bluAiing inward ; norjonquiU, 5^ 

Of potent fragrance nor Narciffus fair. 

As o'er the fabled fountain hanging flill ; 

Nor broad carnations, nor gay-fpotted pinks ; 

Nor, fhower'd from ev'ry bulb, th^ d^mafk rofe. 

Infinite numbers, delicacies, fmells, . 55 

With hues. on hues exprcfllon; cannot qiaintj 

Thfe breath of Nature, and her endlefs bloom. 

5 Haii 
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Hail, Sovrcb op Being \ Un^vcasal Soul 
Of Heaven and earth ! E^sbntial ?%mekce, hail! 
To Thee I bend the knee; to Th» my thoughts, 
Contuiual, climb; who, with a* maftcphand, 556 
Haft the greati whole into perie^ion f ooch'd* 

Thee the varioas vegetative tribcfr^ ' 
^i^pt in a filmy net, and dad with leavei, 

the live ether, and imbibe the dew-: 560 
% Theb diipoa'd intp congenial foili) 
Stands, each aitxadive plant, and fucks- and fweik 
"^be juicy tide ; a twining mafs of tuboi. 
^ Thy. command the vernal fun awakes 
The torpid fap, detruded, to the root 565 

wintry winds ; that now in fluent dance, 
^^id lively fermentation, • mounting, fpread» 

this innunterous-coloiifed fcene of things. 

As ri£ng from the vegetable world 
theme afcends, with equal wing afcend, 570 
Mv panting Mufe.; and hark, how loud the woods 
'*^vi(e you forth in all your gaycft trim. 

me your fong, ye nightingales 1 oh pour . 
The mixy-running foul of melody 
Into my varied verfe ! while I deduce, 575 
^rom the firft note the hollow cuckoo fings, 
'rhe fymphdny of Spring, and touch n theme 
Unknown to fame, (be FaJpQn •/ the groves. 



When 
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When firll the foul of love is knt abroad, h 
Wann tkro' the vital air, and on the heart .'i 
Harmonious feizes, the gay troops b^in, i 
In gallant thought, to plume the painted wing ; 
And try again the long-forgotten ftrain. 
At firft faint-warbled. But no fooner grows 
The foft proftt£on prevalent, aad wide, 
Than, all alive, at once their joy o'er flows 
In mufic uncon£n'd. Up-fprings the lark, 
Shrill-voic'd, and lottd, the mefieager of mom ; 
Ere yet the ihadows fly, he moonttd lings 
Amid the dawning clouds, and from their hauats $9^ 
Calls up the tuneful nations. Every copie 
Deep-tangled, tree irregular, and hufk 
Bending with dewy moiilure, o'er the heads 
Of the coy quiriilers that lodge within. 
Are prodigal of harmony. The thrufh 
And wood-lark, or the kind-contending throng 
Superior heard, run through the fweeteft length 
or notes ; when liflening Fhilomela deigns 
To let them joy, and purpofes, in thought 
Elate, to make her night excel their day. 6c>^ 
The black-bird whiftles from the thorny brake ; 
The mellow bullfinch anfwers from the grove : 
Nor are the linnets, o'er the flowering furze 
Pour'd.out profufely, filent. Join'd to thefe 
Innumerous fongHers, in the frefliening fliade 605 
Of new-fprung leaves, their modulations mix 
Mellifluous. The jay, the rook, the daw. 

And 
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Ind each fiarfli pipe, difcordant heard alofie, 
Md the full concert : white the ftD«k-«h)ve breathes 
\ melancholy munnar thro' the whole. 610 

*Tis love creates their melody, and all 
Hiis wafte of siuiic is the voice of love ; 
Cliat even to birds, and beafts, the tender arts • 
)f pleafing teaches. Hence the glofly kind ✓ 
Vry every winning way inventive love 615 
^an di^te, and in court^ip to their mates 
*our forth their little fouls. Firft, wide around, 
^Wthdiftaiit awe, in airy wings they rove, 
Endeavouring by a thoufand tricks to catch 
The cunning, confcious, half-averted glance '6zo 

their rcgardlefs charmer. Should (he fecm 
fefiening the. leafl approvance to beftow, 
r*heir colours burnifli, and by hope infplr'd, 
They bri{k advance ; then, on a fudden ftruck, 
Retire diforder'd ; then again approach ; 625 

fond rotation fpread the fpotted wing, 
^d fhiver every feather with delire. 

Connubial leagues agreed, to the deep woods 
*niey hafte away, all as their fancy leads, 
J^leafure, or food, or fecret fafety prompts ; 630 
That Nature's great command/ may be obey'd : 
Nor all the fweet fcnfations they perceive 
Indulged in vain. Some to the holly-hedge 
Neftiing repair, and to the thicket fome ; 

Q Some 
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Th* unfeelicg fchool-boy. Hence, aroand the hoA 
Of wandering Twain, the white-wing'd plover whed 
Her founding flight, and then diredly on 
In long excnrfion ikims the level lawn. 
To tempt him from her nefL The wild-duck, hence 
O'er the rough mofs, and o'er the tracklefs wafte 691 
The heath-hen flutters, pious fraud ! to lead 
The hot purfuing fpaniel far aftray. 

Be ftot the Mufe afliamM, here to bemoan 
Her brothers of the grove, by tyrant Man 70* 
Inhuman caught, and in the narrow cage 
From liberty confined, and boundlefs air* 
Dull are the pretty flaves, their plumage dull. 
Ragged, and all its brightening luftre lofl ; 
Nor is that fprightly wildneis in their notes, 70 
Which, clfcar and vigorous, warbles from the beech. 
O then, ye friends of love and love-uught fong. 
Spare the foft tribes, this barbarous art forbear ; 
If on your bofom innocence can win, 
Mufic engage, or piety perfuade. 71 

But let not chief the nightingale lament 
Her ruin'd care, too delicately framM 
To broolc the harfli confinement of the cage. 
Oft when, returning with her loaded bill, 
Th* aftonifli'd mother finds a vacant neft, p 
By the hard hand of unrelenting clowns 
Robb'd, to the ground the vain proviiion falls ; 
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Her pinions ruffle, and low-drooping fcarce 

Can bear the mourner to the popla;" fhade ; 

Where, all abandoned to defpair, flie fings 720 

Her forrows thro' the night ; and, on the bough. 

Sole-fitting, ftill at every dying fall 

Takes up again her lamentable fbain 

Of winding woe ; till, wide around, the woods 

Sigh to her fong, and with her wail refonnd. yzf 

But now the feathered youth their former bounds, 
•Ardent, difdain ; and, weighing oft their wings, 
f)emand the free pofleffion of the iky : 
This one glad office more, and then diifolves 
Parental love at once, now needlefs grown, 730 
XJnlavHh Wifdm never works in vain. 
TIb on fome evening, funny, grateful, mild, 
V^ien nought but balm is breathing thro' the wooJs, 
With yellow luftre bright, that the new tribes 
Vifit the fpacious heavens, and look abroad 735 
On Nature's common, far as they can fee. 
Or wing, their range and pafture. O'er the boughs 
Dancing about, ftill at the giddy verge 
Their refolution fails ; their pinions itiil. 
In loofe libration ftretch'd, to truft the void 
Trembling refufe : till down before them fly 
The parent-guides, and chide, exhort, command. 
Or pufli them off. The furging air receives 
Its plumy burden ; and their felf-taught wings 
Winnow the waving element* On ground 745 
C. 3 Alighted, 
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Alighted, bolder up again they lead, 

Farther and farther on, the lengthening flight | 

Till vanifh'd every fear, and every power 

Rous'd into life and adtion, light in air 

Th* acquitted parents fee their foaring race, yji 

And once rejoicing never know them more. 

High from the fummit of a craggy clifF, 
Hung o'er the deep, fuch as amazing frowns 
On utmoft • Kildah (hore, whofe lonely race 
Refign the fetting fun to Indian worlds, 75J 
Tr.f Tc.\:i\ tc^>lc (^.ra-vs his viperous young, 
bir^T.t-pouncM, and ardent with paternal firc» 
Now fit to raife a kingdom of their own. 
He drives them from his fort, the towering feat. 
For ages, of his empire ; which, in peace, 76i 
UndainM he holds, while many a league to fea 
He wings his courfe^ and preys in diftaac iflet» 

SHOuLDlmy (leps turn to the rural feat» 
Whofe lofty elms, and venerable oaks. 
Invite the rook, , who high amid the boughs, yi^ 
In early Spring, his airy city builds. 
And ceafekfs caws amufive ; there, well-pleas'dt 
I might the various polity furvey 
Of the mixt houiliold kind. • The careful ken 
Calls all her chirping family around, 770 
Fed and defended by the fearlefs cock ; 

* The farthcft of the wcAcra iflaadi of Sclhud. 

z Whofc 
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Whoffc bread wfth ardoar flames, as on he walks. 
Graceful, and crows defiance. In the pond. 
The fiffeiy-checker'd duck, before her train. 
Rows garFUlous. The ilately-fafling fwan 775 
Gives cue his fnowy plumage to the gale ; 
And, arching proud his neck, with oary feet 
Bears forward fierce, and guards his ofier-ifle, 
Prote^live of his young. The turkey nigh. 
Loud-threatening, reddens 5 while the peacock fpreads 
His every -colour'd glorj' to the fun, yi\i 
And fwims iil radiant majeitv at 
O'er ihe ivhv'k- h^n.c! / r.'j.ic, Uf,» cj /./r- lo\9 
Flies thick in amorous chace, and wanton rolls 
The glancing eye, and turns the changeful neck. 785 

While thus the gentle tenants of the (hade 
Indulge their purer loves, the rougher world 
Of brutes, below, ruih furious into fiame. 
And fierce defire. Thro' all his ludy veins 
The bull, dieep'^feorch'd, the raging pafiion feels. 790 
Of pafture fick, and negligent of food. 
Scarce feen; he wades among the yellow broom. 
While o'er his ample fides the rambling fprays 
Luxuriant 0ioot ; or thro' the mazy wood 
Dejedted wanders, nor th' inticing bud 791J 
Crops, tho' it prefies on his carelefs fenfe. 
And oft, in jealous madning fancy rapt. 
He feeks the fight ; and, idly-butting, feigns 
His rival gor'd in every knotty trunk. 

C 4 Him 
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Him (hoold he meet, the bellowing war begins : tost 
Their eyes flafli fury ; to the hoUow'd earthy 
Whence the faod flies« they mutter bloody deeds. 
And groaning deep, th' impetuous battle mix : 
While the fair heifer, balmy-breathing, near. 
Stands kindling up their rage. The trembling fleed, 
With his hot impulfe feiz'd in every nerve, 806 
Nor hears the rein, nor heeds the founding thong ; 
Blows are not felt ; but tolling high his head. 
And by the well-known joy to diftant plains 
Attracted ftrong, all wild he burfts away ; 810 
O'er rocks, and woods, and craggy mountains flies ; 
And, neighing, on the aerial fummit takes 
Th' exciting gale ; then, fteep-defcending, cleaves 
The headlong torrents foaming down the hills. 
Even where the madneis of the Araiten'd dream 8>j^ 
Turns in black eddies round : fuch is the force 
With which his frantic heart and finews fwell. 

Nor undelighted by the boundlefs Spring 
Are the broad mongers of the foaming deep : 
From the deep ooze and gelid cavern rous'd, 820 
They flounce and tumble in unwieldy joy. 
Dire v/cre the flrain, and diflbnant, to fing 
The cruel raptures of the favage kind : 
How by this flame their native wrath fublim'd. 
They roam, amid the fury of their heart, 825 
The far-refounding wafte in fiercer bands. 
And growl their horrid loves. But this the theme 

Ifxng, 
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enraptar'd, to the British. Fair, 
idfff and leads me to the moantain-brow^ 
re fits the fliepherd on the graiTy turf> 830 
ling, healthful, the defcending fun. 
;nd him feeds his many-bleating flock, 
arioQs cadence ; and his fportive lambs,, 
way and that convolv'd, in friikful glee,. 
I Clicks play. And now die fprightly race 83$; 
es them forth ; when fwift» the iignal given, 
r ilart away, and fweep the mafTy mound 
: runs around the hill ; the rampart once 
ron war, in ancient barbarous times,, 
n difunited Britain ever bled, 840 
in eternal broil.: ere yet fhe grew 
his deep-laid indifToluble ftate, 
re Wealth and Commerce lift their golden headk 
o'er our labours. Liberty and La*Wp 
Ttial, watch ; the wonder of a world Y. 845 

HAT is this mighty Breathy ye fages, fay, 
, in a powerful language, felt not heard, 
i£ts the fowls of heaven ; and thro' their bread 
e arts of lore diffufes^? What, but God ? 
ring God ! who boundlefs Spirit all, 850- 
unremitting Energy, pervades, 
fts, fuftaint, and agitates the whole, 
eafelefs works ohm ; and yet alem 
s not to work : with fuch pcrfedion fram*d: 
Is complex ihipendoos icheme of tkings^^ 81;;^ 
C s But^ 
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But, tho' conceal'dy to every purer eye 
Th' informing Author in his works appears : 
Chief, lovely Spring, in thee, and thy foft (cenes. 
The Smiving God is feen ; while water, eardt> 
And atteft his bounty ; which exalts 86# 
The brute-creation to this finer thought. 
And annual melts their undefigning hearts 
Frofufely thus in tendemefs and joy. 

Still let my fong a nobler note affume* 
And fiDg th' infuiive force of Spring on Man ; 865 
When heaven and earth, as if contending, vye 
To raife his being, and ferene his fool. 
Can he forbear to join the general fmile 
Of Nature ? Can fierce paffions vex his breafl, 
While every gale is peace, and every grovjc 870 
Is melody ? Hence ! from the bounteous walks 
Of flowing Spring, ye fordid fons of earth. 
Hard, and unfeeling of another's woe ; 
Or only lavifh to yourfelves ; away ! 
But come, ye generous minds, in whofe wide thought^ 
Of all his works, crb at iv£ Bounty burns 876 
With warmeft beam ; and on your open front 
And liberal eye, £ts, from his dark retreat 
Inviting modell Want. Nor, till invok'd 
Can refllefs goodnefs wait ; your adtive fearch 880 
Leaves no cold wintry corner unexplor'd ; 
Like iilent- working Heaven, furprizing oft 
The lonely heart with onexpedled good* 

For 
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For you the roving fpirit of the wind 

Blows Spring abroad ; for you the teeming clouds S85 

l>efGend in gladfome plenty o'er the world ; 

And the fun (heds his kindeft rays for you^ 

Yc flower of human race ! In thefe green days, 

Keviving Sicknefs lifts her languid head ; 

Life flows afrefh ; and young-ey'd Health exalts 89c 

The whole creation round. Contentment walks 

rrhe fbnny glade> and feels an inward blifs 

Spring o'er his mind> beyond the power of kings 

To parchafe. Pure ferenlty apace 

Induces thought, and contemplation flilL 895 

By fwift degrees the love of Nature works. 

And warms the bofom ; till at laft fublim'd 

To rapture, and enthufiaftic heat. 

We feel the prefent Deity, and tafte 

The joy of God to fee a happy world ! 900 

These are the facred feelings of thy heart. 
Thy heart informed by reafon's purer ray, 
O Lyttelton, the friend ! thy paflions thus 
And meditations vary, as at large. 
Courting the Mufe, thro' Hagliy Park thou ftrayeft ; 
Thy Britifl? T mtpe ! There along the dale, 906 
With woods o'er-hung, and (haggM with mofly rocks. 
Whence on each hand the guQifng waters play. 
And down the rough cafcade white-daihing fall. 
Or gleam in lengthened villa thro' the trees, 910 
You iUcnt ftcal ; or fit beneath the (hade 

C 6 Of 
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Of folemn oaks, that tuft the fwelling mounts 
Thrown graceful round by Nature's carelefs hand. 
And penfive lillen to the various voice 
Of rural peace : the herds^ the flocks» the hirds, gi^ 
The hollow-whifpering breeze, the plaint of rills» 
That, purling down amid the twilled roots 
Which creep around, their dewy murmurs fiiake 
On the footh'd ear. From thefe abftra^ed oft. 
You wander thro' the philofophic world ; gzo 
Where in bright train continual wonders rife. 
Or to the curious or the pious eye. 
And oft, conduced by hiftoric truth. 
You tread the long extent of backward time : 
Planning, with warm benevolence of mind, 92$ 
And honell zeal unwarp'd by party-rage,. 
Britannia's weal; how from the venal gulph 
To raife her virtue, and her arts revive. 
Or, turning thence thy view, thefe graver thoughts 
-The Mufes charm: while, with fure tafte refin'd, 93a 
You draw th' infpiring breath of ancient fong ; 
Till nobly rifes, emulous, thy own. 
Perhaps thy lov'd Luc in da fhares thy walk. 
With foul to thine attun'd. Then Nature all 
Wears to the lover's eye a look of love 5 9.35 
And all the tumult of a guilty world, 
Toll by ungenerous pafiions, finks away» 
The tender heart is animated peace ; 
And as it pours its copious treafures forth. 
In varied converfe, foftening every theme, 940 
You, frequent-paufmg, turn, and from her eyes, 

Where 
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Where meekened fenfe, and amiable grace. 

And lively fweetnefs dwell» enraptar'dy drink 

That namelefs fpirit of ethereal joy, 

"Unutterable happineis ! love* 94^ 

^lone, beftowsy and on a fawim^d few. 

lideantinie yoa gain the height, fi-om whofe fair brovr 

The burfting pro^ft fpreads immenfe around : 

Jknd iiiatch'd o'er hill and dale, and wood and law%. 

^nd verdant field, and darkening heath between, 950 

J^nd villages embofom'd foft in trees, 

J^nd fpiry (owns by furging columns markM 

Of houihold fmoak, your eye excurfive roams : 

^ide-ftretching from the Hallr in whole kind haunt 

The Hofpttabli Genius lingers iliU,. 955; 

To where the broken landikip, by degrees, 

J^fcending,. roughens into rigid hills ; 

O'er which the CamhrUm mountains, like far clouds' 

That ikirt the blue horizon, dulky rife* 

FlusdM by the fpirit of the genial year, giSa 
^Kow from the virgin's cheek a frelher bloom 
Shoots, lefs and lefs, the live carnation rounds 
Her lips bluih deeper fweets ; (he breathes of youth ^ 
The (hining moifture fwells into her eyes. 
In brighter flow ; her wiihing bofom heaves, 965 
With palpitations wild ; kind tumults feize 
Her veins, and all her yielding foul is love* 
From the keen gaze her lover turns away. 
Fall of the dear exftatic power, and iick 
With fighing languifhment. Ah then, ye fair ! 

Be 
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Be greatly cautious of your Aiding hearts : 
Dare not th' infedious figh ; the pleading look, 
Down-cail> and low» in meek fubmiffion dreft. 
But full of guile. Let not the fervent tongue. 
Prompt to deceive, with adulation fmooth, 975 
Gain on your purpos'd will. Nor in the bower, 
Where woodbines flaunt, and rofes flied a couch. 
While Evening draws her crimfon curtains round, 
Trufi your foft minutes with betraying Man. 

And let th* afpiring youth bewm of love, 980 
Of the fmooth glance beware ; for 'tis too late. 
When on his heart the torrent -foftnefs pours. 
Then wifdom proftrate lies, and fading fame 
Didblves in air away ; while the fond foul. 
Wrapt in gay vifions of unreal blifs, 985 
Still paints th' illufive form ; the kindling grace ; 
Th* inticing fmile j the modeit-feeming eye. 
Beneath whofe beauteous beams, belying heaven, 
Lurk fearchlefs cunning, cruelty, and death : 
And ftill falfe-warbling in his cheated ear, 990 
Her fyren voice, enchanting, draws him on 
To guileful ihores, and meads of fatal joy» 

EvBN prefent, in the very lap of love 
Inglorious laid ; while muiic flows around. 
Perfumes, and oils, and wine, and wanton hours ; 
Amid the rofes fierce Repentance rears 996 
Her fnaky creft : a quick-returning pang 
Shoots thro' the confcious heart ; where honour ftill. 

And 
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id great defign, againft the oppreffive load 

' 10x11179 by fits, impatient heave. 1000 

But abfent, what fantaftic woes, aroos'd, 

ige in each thought, by xefUefs mnfing fed, 

liU the warn cheeky and blaft the bloom of life ? 

^leded fortune flies ; and iliding fwift, 

one into ruin, fall his fcom'd affairs. 1005 

is nought but gloom around : The darkened fun 

>fe8 his light. The rofy-bofom'd Spring 

3 weeping Fancy pines ; and yon bright arch, 

>ntraded, bends into a duiky vault. 

11 Nature fades extin^ ; and fhe alone loio 

card, felt, and feen, pofleiTes every thought, 

Jls every fenfe, and pants in every vein. 

Xiks are but formal dulnefs, tedious friends ; 

nd fad amid the focial band he fits, 

3nely, and unattentive. From his tongue 10 1 5 

h' unfinifti'd "period falls : while, borne away 

n fwelling thought, his wafted fpirit flics 

o the vain bofom of his diftant fair ; 

nd leaves the femblance of a lover, fix'd 

. melancholy iite, with head declin'd, 1020 

nd love-dejeded eyes. Sudden he ftarts, 

look from his tender trance, and redlefs runs 

'0 glimmering (hades, and fympathetic glooms ; 

^here the dun umbrage o'er the falling ilream, 

omantlc, hangs ; there thro' the penfi^e duik 1025 

trays, in heart- thrilling meditation loil, 

idolging all to love : or on the bank 

Thrown, 
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A clouded afpcck, and a bamlikg cheek. 
Where the whole poifoa'd foul, madigcint, fits,' 
And frightens love away. Ten thoufand fears 
Invented wild, ten thonfand frantic views lOt 
Of horrid rivals, hanging on the charms 
For which he melts in fbcdnefs, eat him up 
With fervent anguiih, and coniamicg rage. 
In vain reprt^aches lend their idle aid, 
Deceitful pride, and refolution fraii, 10 
Giving faife peace a moment. Fancy pours, 
Afrdh, her beauties on his bufy thtiupht, 

With ail ilie wiicLcrau cf cr/naring lovr. 

Straight the fierce ftorm involves his mind anew, ll 

Flames thro' the nerves, and boils along the veins 

While anxious doubt diilra^ the tortur'd heart : 

For even the fad afTurance of his fears 

Were eafe to what he feels. Thus the warm yoad 

Whom love deludes into his thorny wilds». 1 1 

Thro* flowery-tempting paths, or leads a life 

Of fevered rapure, or of cruel care ; 

His brighteft aims extinguifli'd all, and all 

His lively moments running down to walk. 

But happy they ! the happieft of their kind! ii 
Whom gentler ftars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings ble 
^Tis not the coarfer tie of human laws, 
Unnataral oft, and foreign to the mind. 
That bindt their peace» bttt harmony itfelf, 1 1 

Attuni 
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Attuning all their paffiona into love $ 
Where friendihip full-exerts her fofteft power, 
Pcrfcft efteem enlivened by defire 
Ine^ble, and fympathy of foul ; 
j Thought meeting thought, and will preventing will, 
Widi boundlefs confidence : for nought but love 1121 
Can anfwer love, and render blifs fecure. 
Let him, ungenerous, who, alone intent 
To blefs himfelf, from fordid parents buys 
The loathing virgin, in eternal care, 1 uj 

Well-merltedt confame his rtights and (Jays : ' 

I5 wild delire, fierce as the funs they feel } 
Let caftern tyrants, from the light of Heaven 
^ude their bofom-ilaves, meanly polfefs'd 1 130 
Of a meer, lifelefs, violated form ; 

thpfe whom love cements in holy faith. 
And equal tranfport, free as Nature live, 
I^ifdaLning fear. What is the world to them, 
Its pomp, its pleafure, and its nonfenfe all ! 11 35 
Who in each other clafp whatever fair 
High fancy forms, and lavifli hearts can wiih ; 
^mething than beauty dearer, fhould they look 
I Or on the mind, or mind-illnmin'd face ; 

Truth, goodnefs, honour, harmony, and love, 1140 
The richeft bounty of indulgent Heaven. 
^ Meantime a fmiling offspring rifes round, 
. And mingles both their graces. By degrees. 
The human bloifom blows ; and every day, 

as its rolls along, (hews fome new charm, 114; 

The 
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The father's luftre, and the mother's bloom. 
Then infant reaibn grows apace, and calls 1 
For the kind hand of an ailiduous care. 
Delightful talk ! to rear the tender thought^ 
To teach the young idea how to (hoot, U5^ 
To pour the frefli inftrudion o'er the mind> 
To breathe th' enlivening fpirit, and to fix 
The generous purpofe in the glowing breail. 
Oh fpeak the joy ! ye, whom the fudden tear 
Surprizes often, while you look around, 115!^ 
And nothing ftrikes your eye but fights of bliis, 
All various Nature prefiing on the heart : 
An elegant fufficiency, content,. 
Retirement, rural quiet, fricndfliip, books» 
Eafe and alternate labour, ufeful life, 1 ti^ 

Progreffive virtue, and approving Hsayen* 
Thefe are the matchlefs joys of virtuous love ; 
And thus their moments fly. The Seafqns thosy 
As ceafelefs round a jarring world they roll. 
Still find them happy ; and confenting SpaiNO I165 
Sheds her own rofy garland on their heads : 
-Till evening comes at laft, ferene and mild ; 
When after the long vernal day of life, 
Enamour'd more, as more remembrance fwells 
"With many a proof of recoUefted love, 1 17^ 

Together down they fink in focial fieep ; 
Together freed, their gentle fpirits fly 
To fcenes where love and blifs immortal re^n. 
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The AnevMENT. 



Th$ fuhjeS propo/ed, Ihw^coHm. Adirifs U Mr* 
Do D I N G TO N . An introduaory rtJUSin mt tbi m$ts99 

of the heavenly bodies \ whence the fuccej/ton of the 
feafons. As the face of Nature in this feafon is oi' 
moft uniform^ the progrefs of the poem is a defcripti9n 
of a fummer^s day. The daivn. Sun-rifing* Hymn 
to the fun. Forenoon, Summer injects defcriM* 
Hty-making, Sheep-Jhearing, Noon-day, A <mW- 
land retreat. Group of herds and flocks* A foUm 
grove : how it offers a contemplative mind, A ca- 
taract and rude fcene. View of Summer in the torrid 
zone. Storm of thunder and lightning, A tale, Tbi 
form overf a ferene afternoon. Bathing* Hour 
walking, Tranfition to the profpeB of a rich vidl- 
cultivated country ; which introduces a panegyric m 
Great Britain. Sun-fet. Evening, Nigbt, 
Summer meteors, A comet. The whole concluiing 
nvith the praife of philofophy. 
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OM. brightening £elds of ether fair,difclos'd, 
i^hild of the Sun, refulgent Summer comes, 
de of youth, and fek thro' Nature's depth : 
met attended by the fultry hours, 
5vcr-fanning hreexes^ on his way ; 5 

from his ardent look, the turning SpaiNO 
s her blufliful face j and earth, ^nd flues» 
oiling, to his hot dominion leaves, 

NCE, let me haile into the mid- wood /hade, 
e fcarce a fun-beam wanders thro' the gloom; 
)n .the dark-green grafs, beiide the brink 
aunted ilream, thkt by the roots of oak 
o'er the rocky channel, lie at large, 
fing the glories of the circling year. . 

ME, Jnfpiration! from thy hermit-feat, 
orul feldom found : may Fancy dare, 
thy fix'd ferious eye^and raptur'd glance 
on furrounding Heaven, to deal one look 
ive of the Poet, every power 
ing to an ccftafy of foal. 
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And thou, my youtliful Mufc's early friend, 
In whom the human graces all unite : 
Pure light of mind, and tendernefs of heart ; 
Genius^ and wifdom ; the gay focial fei;ife. 
By. decency chaftis'd j goodneis and wit> . 25 
In feldom-meeting harmony combin'd ; 
Unblemiih'd honour, and an adive zeal , 
For Britain's glory, Liberty, and Man : 
O DoDiNGTON ! attend my rural fong. 
Stoop to my theme, infpirit every li^e, 3^ 
And teach me to deferve thy juft applauie. 

With what an awful world revolving-power 
Were lirft the unwieldy planets launch'd along 
Th' illimitable void ! Thus to remain. 
Amid the flux of many thoufand years, 35 
That oft has fwept the toiling race of Men, 
And all their labour'd monuments away. 
Firm, unremitting, matchlefs, in their couHe ; 
To the kind-tempcr'd change of night and day, 
And of the feafons ever ftealing round, ifi 
Minutely faithful : Such th* all-perfect Ha»d! 
That pois'd, impels, and rules the fteady WhoIiI. 

When now no more th' alternate Twins arc fir'df 
And Cancer reddens with the folar blaze. 
Short is the doubtful empire of the night ; 45 
And foon, obfervant of approaching day. 
The meek-ey'd Morn appears, mother of dews, 
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Qt-gleaming in the dappled eaft : 
;r ether fpreads the widening glow ; 
I before the luftre of her face, 50 
ak the clouds away. With quickened ftep, 
ht retires : Young ])ay pours in apace, 
all the lawny profpeft wide. 
Lng rock, the mountain's mifty top 
he fight, and brighten with the dawn. 5; 

the duflc, the fmoaking currents Ihine ; 
the bladed field the fearful hare 
kward : while along the foreft glade 
deer trip, and often turning gaze 
avenger. Muiic awakes 60 
e voice of undifTembled joy ; 
: around the woodland hymns arlfe. - 
the cock, the foon-clad fliepherd leaves 
cottage, where with Peace he dwells; 
the crouded fold, in order, drives 65 
to taile the verdure of the morn. 

.T laxunous, will not Man awake ; * 
nging from the bed of floth, enjoy 

the fogrant, and the filent hoar, 
ition doe and facred ibng ? 
re aught in deep can charm the wife ? 
dead oblivion, lofing half 
ng moments of too fhort a life ; 
ifidlion of th' enlightened foul ! 

feveri(h vanky alive, 
, and tofling thro' diilemper'd dreams 
D 
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Who would in fuch a gloomy ftatc remain 
Longer than Nature craves ; when every Mufc 
And every blooming pleafure wait without. 
To blefs the wildly-devious morning-walk i 80 

But yonder comes the powerful King of Day, 
Rejoicing in the eaft. The leiTening cloud. 
The kindling azure, and the mountain's brow 
Illum'd with fluid gold, his near approach 
Betoken glad. Lo ; now, apparent all, ^5 
Aflant the dew-bright earth, and coloured air, 
He looks in boundlefs majeHy abroad ; 
And Iheds the lluning day, that bumiih'd plays 
On rocks, and hills, and towers, and wandering ftreafln» 
High-gleaming from afar. Prime chearer Light ! 9° 
Of all material beings iiril, and beil ! 
Efflux divine ! Nature's refplendent robe ! 
Without whofe veiling beauty all were wrapt 
111 unefTential gloom ; and thou, O Sun 1 
Soul of furrounding worlds ! in whom bell fecn 9) 
Shines out thy Maker ! may I iing of thee ? 

'Tis by thy fecret, ftrong, attraftive force. 
As with a chain indiilpluble bound. 
Thy Syftem rolls entire ; from the far bourne 
Of utmoft Saturny wheeling wide his round 
Of thirty years ; to Mercury^ whofe dilk 
Can fcarce be caught by philofophic eye. 
Loll in the near effulgence of thy .blaze. 



SUMMER. 51 

In FORM EH of the planetary train ! 
Vithout whofe 'quickening glance their cumbrou? 

orbs 105 
Vere brute unlovely mafs, inert and dead, 
^nd not, as now, the green abodes of life ! 
low many forms of being wait on thee ! 
Q haling fpirit ; from th' unfettered mind, 

thee fublim'd, down to the daily race, 1 1 o 

^Jie mixing myriads of thy fetting beam. 

Th e vegetable world is alfo thine, 
Went of Sea/ons ! who the pomp precede 
That waits thy throne, as thro' thy vaft domain, 
Annual, along the bright ecliptic road, 115 
n world-rejoicing (late, it moves fublime. 
4ean-time, th' expecting nations, circled gay 
Vith all the various tribes of foodful earth, 
mplore thy bounty, or fend grateful up 
V. common hymn : while, round thy beaming car, 1 20 
ligh-feen, the Sea/ons lead, in iprightly dance 
^armonious knit, the rofy-.finger'd Hours^ 
rhc Zephyrs floating loofe, the timely Rcunst 
>f bloom ethereal the light-footed D^ivi, 
^nd foftened into joy the furly Storms. 1 25 

Phefe, in fucceffive turn, with lavifli hand, 
>hower every beaut/, every fragrance (hower, 
Serbs, JQLowcrs, and fruits ; till, kindling at thy tou9h^ 
?rom land to land is flufla'd the vernal year. 

D z Noil 
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Nor to the furfacc of enlivened earth, 13^ 
Graceful with hills and dales, and leafy woodS) 
Her liberal trefles, is thy force confin'd : 
But, to the bowel'd cavern darting deep, 
The mineral kinds confefs thy mighty power. 
Effulgent, hence the veiny marble fhines ; 135 
Hence Labour draws his tools : hence burmlh'd War 
Gleams on the day ; the nobler works of Peace 
Hence blefs mankind, and generous Commerce binds 
The round of nations in a golden chain. 

The unfruitful rock itfelf, impregn'd by thee, 140 
In dark retirement forms the lucid Hone. 
The lively Diamond drinks thy pureft rays, 
Colleded light, compact ; that, polifli'd bright, 
And all its native luftre let abroad, 
Dares, as it fparkles on the fair one's breaft* I45 
With vain ambition emulate her eyes. 
At thee the Ruby lights its deepening glow. 
And with a waving radiance inward flames. 
From the 3 the Sapphire, folid ether, takes 
Its hue cerulean ; and, of evening tinfl, 15^ 
The purple-ftreaming Amethyft is thine. 
With thy own fmile the yellow Topaz bums. 
Nor deeper verdure dyes the robe of Spring, 
When firft {he gives it to the fouthern gale. 
Than the green Emerald Ihows. But, all combinM, 
Thick thro' the whitening Opal play thy beams; 156 
QXs flying feveral from its furface, form 

A trembling 
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^ trembling variance of revolving hues, 
the fite varies in the gazer^s hand. 

The very dead creation, from thy touch, i6o 
^flumes a mimic life. By thee refin'd, 
a brighter mazes the relucent ftream ; ^ 

lays o'er the mead. The precipice abrupt, 
roje^ing horror on the blackened flood, 
oftens at thy return. The defart joys 165 
r^ildly, thro' all his melancholy bounds, 
ude ruins glitter ; and the briny deep, ' 
ten from fome pointed promomory*8 top, 
ar to the blue horizon's utmoft verge, 
eftlefs, reflects a floating gleam. But this, lyo 
nd all the much-tranfported Mufe can fing, 
.re to thy beauty, dignity, and ufe, 
ToequaJ far ; great delegated fource 

light, and life, and grace, and joy below ! 

How fhall I then attempt to fing of Him ! 17 j 
/ho. Light Himself, in uncreated light 
ivefted deep, dwells awfully retir'd 
rem mortal eye, or angel's purer ken ; 
7hofe fingle fmile has, from the firll of time, 
ill'd, overflowing, all thofe lamps of Heaven, 180 
That beam for ever thro* the boundlefs Iky : 
tut, fliould he hide his face, th' alVonifli'd fun, 
\xid all th' extinguilh'd liars, would loofening reel 
Vide from their fpheres, and Chaos come again. 

D 3 An» 
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And yet was every faultering tongue of Man, 1S5 
Almighty Father ! filent in thy praife ; 
Thy works themfelves would raife a general voice, 
Even in the depth of folitary woods 
By human foot untrod ; proclaim thy power, 
And to the quire celeilial Thee refoand, 190 
Th* eternal caufe, fupport, and end of all ! 

To me be Nature's volume broad-dilplay'd ; 
And to perufe its all-in(lru6ting page. 
Or, haply catching infpiration thence. 
Some eafy paflage, raptur'd, to tranflatc, 195 
My fole delight ; as thro' the falling glooms 
Peniive I flray, or with the rifing dawn 
On Fancy's eagle>wing excurfive foar. 

Now, flaming up the heavens, the potent fun 
Melts into limpid air the high-rais'd clouds, 200 
And morning fogs, that hovered round the hills 
In party-colour'd bands ; till wide unveil'd 
The face of Nature fhines, from where earth feemi, 
Fai-ftretch'd around, to meet the bending fpherc. 

Half in a blufh of cluftering rofes loft. 
Dew-dropping Coolne/s to the fliade retires ; 
There, on the verdant turf, or flowery bed. 
By gelid founts and carelefs rills to mufe ; 
While tyrant Heaty difpreading thro' the iky, 
With rapid fway, his burning influence darts 210 
On Man, and bead, and herb, and tepid flream. 
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"Who can unpitying fee the flowery race, 
bed by the morn, their new-flufh'd bloom refign, . 
efore the parching beam ? So fade the fair, 
iHien fevers revel thro' Iheir azure veins. 215 
ut one, the lofty follower of the fun, 
ad when he fets, (huts up her yellow leaves, 
drooping all night ; and, when he warm returns, 
oints her enamour'd bofom to his ray. 

Home, from his morning talk, the fwain retreats ; 
Ks flock before him ftepping to the fold : 221 
i^hile the full-udder'd mother lows around 
"Tie chearful cottage, then expeeling food, 
'*he food of innocence, and health ! The daw, 
""he rook and magpie, to the grey-grown oaks 225 
^bat the calm village in their verdant arms, 
l\eltering, embrace, direft their lazy £ight ; 
Vhere on the mingling boughs they fit embowered, 
ill the hot noon, till cooler hours arife. 
'aint, underneath, the houfhold fowls convene ; 230 
knd, in a corner of the buzzing fhade. 
The houfc-dog, with the vacant greyhound, lies, 
Dut-ftretch'd, and fleepy. In his flumbers one 
\ttacks the nightly thief, and one exults 
D'er hill and dale ; till, waken'd by the wafp, 23 y 
Fhey ftarting fnap. Nor lhall the Mufe difdain 
To let the little noi fy fummcr-race 
Live in her lay, and flutter thro' her fong : 
Not mean tho' limple ; to the fun ally'd. 
From him they draw their animating fire. 240 
D 4 Wak'd 
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Wak'd by his wanner ray, the reptile yoang; 
Come wing'd abroad : by the light air upborn. 
Lighter, and full of foul. From every chink. 
And fecret corner, where they flcpt away 
The wintry ftorms ; or rifing from their tombs, 245 
To higher life ; by myriads, forth at once. 
Swarming they pour ; of all the vary'd hues 
Their beauty-beaming parent can difclofe. 
Ten thoufand forms ! ten thoufand different tribes I 
People the blaze. To funny waters fomc 250 
By fatal inftindt fly ; where on the pool 
They, fporttve, wheel ; or, failing down the ftrcam, 
Are fnatch'd immediate by the quick-ey'd trout, 
Or darting falmon. Thro' the green-wood gbde 
Some love to ftray ; there lodg'd, amus'd and fed, 25} 
In the freih leaf. Luxurious, others make 
The meads their choice, and vifit every flower, 
And every latent herb : for the fweet taik. 
To propagate their kinds, and where to wrap. 
In what foft beds, their young yet undifclos'd, 260 
Employs their tender care. Some to the houfe. 
The fold, and dairy, hungry, bend their flight ; 
Sip round the pail, or tafte the curdling cheefe : 
Oft, inadvertent, from the milky flream 
They meet their fate ; or, weltering in the bowl, 265 
With powerlefs wings around them wrapt, expire. 

But chief to heedlefs flies the window proves 
A.conftant death; where, gloomily retir'd. 

The 
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The villain fpider lives, cvinning, and fierce, 

Mixture abhor'd ! Amid a mangled heap 270 

Of carcaffes, in eager watch he fits, 

O'erlooking all his waving fnares around. 

Near the dire cell the dreadlefs wanderer oft 

Pafles, as oft the ruffian Ihows his front ; 

The prey at laft enfnar'd, he dreadful darts, 275 

With rapid glide, along the leaning line ; 

^nd, fixing in the wretch his cruel fangs, 

Strikes backward grimly pleas'd : the fluttering wing, 

And (hriller found declare extreme diftrefs, 

And aik the helping hofpitable hand. 289 

Resounds the living furface of the ground : 
N[or undelightful is the ceafelefs hum. 
To him who mufes thro' the woods at noon ; 
Or drowfy Ihephcrd, as he lies reclin'd. 
With half-lhut eyes, beneath the floating fhade 28 5 
Df willows grey, clofe-crouding o'er the brook. 

Gradual, from thefe what numerous kinds defcend. 
Evading even the microfcopic eye ! 
Pull Nature fwarnis with life ; one wondrous mafs 
Qf animals, or atoms organized, 290 - 

Waiting the *uital Breathy when Parent- Hbaven 
Shall bid his fpirit blow.. The hoary fen. 
In putrid (learns, emits the living cloud 
Of peftilenCe. Thro' fubterranean cells. 
Where fearching fun-beams fcarce can find.a way, 295 
D 5 * Earth 
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Earth animated heaves. The flowery leaf 

V/ ants not its foft inhabitants. Secare, 

Within its v^inding citadel, the done 

Holds multitudes. But chief the fbreft-boughs. 

That dance uDnomber'd to the playful breezei }00 

The downy orchard, and the melting pulp 

Of mellow fruit, the namelefs nations feed 

Of evanefcent infedb. Where the pool 

Stands mantled o'er with green, invifible. 

Amid the floating verdure millions ftray. 305 

Each liquid too, whether it pierces^ fooths^ 

Inflames, refreflies, or exalts the tafle. 

With various forms abounds. Nor is the ftream 

Of pureft cryllal, nor the lucid air, 

Tho' one tranfparent vacancy it feems, 310 

Void of their unfeen people. Thefe, concealed 

By the kind art of forming Heaven, efcape 

The grofler eye of Man : for, if the world^ 

In worlds inclos'd fliould on his fenfes burfl. 

From cates ambrofial, and the neftar'd bowl, JI5 

He would abhorrent turn ; and in dead nighty 

When filence fleeps o'er all, be flunn*d with noifc. 

Let no prefuming impious railer tax 
Creative Wisdom, as if aught was form'd 
In vain, or not for admirable ends. 52O 
Shall little haughty ignorance pronounce 
His works unwife, of which the fmalleft part 
Exceeds the narrow vilion of her mind ? 

s A» 
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ipon a fall proportioned dome, 
jlling columns heav'd, the pride of art !. 325 
c-fiy, whofe feeble ray fcarce fpreads 
h around, with blind, prefumption bold,, 
dare to tax the fb-ndture of the whole.. 
ves the Man^ whofe univerfal eye 
ept at once th' unbounded fcheme of things 
i their dependance fo,. and firm accord, 331. 
h unfaultering accent to conclude 
"i^/i availeth nought ?«Jias any feen 
ighty chain of beings, leflening down 
NFiNiTE Perfection to the brink. 335. 
ary Nothing, defolate abyis ! 
^hich aftoniHi'd thought, recoiling, turns? 
en alone let. zealous praife afcend, 
rmns of holy wonder, to that Power,. 
wifdom ihines4is lovely on our minds, 340 
Dur fmiling eyes his fervant-fun.^ 

ck; in yon dream of light, a thoufand ways, 

d, and downward, thwarting^., and convolved, 

liirering nations fport ; till, tenipeft-wingM, 

Winter fweeps them from the face of day. 345 

) luxurious Men, unheeding, pafs 

z fummer life in fortune's fhine, 

>n's glitter ! Thus they flutter on 

oy to toy, from vanity to vice 5 

•lown away by death, oblivion comet 3^0 

, and (irikes them from the. book of life. 

D 6 Now 
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Now fwarms the village o'er the jovial amd : 
The raftic youth, brown with meridian toil. 
Healthful and ftrong ; full as the fiunmcr-rofe 
Blown by prevailing-funs^ the ruddy maid, 555 
Half naked, fwelling on the £ght, and all 
Her kindled graces burning o'er her cheek. 
Even (looping age is here ; and infant-hands 
Trail the long rake, or, with the fragrant load 
O'ercharg'd, amid the kind oppreffion roll. 366 
Wide Hies the tedded §)Sm all in a royr ' '''' 
Advancing broad, or wheeli/ig round the fields 
They fpread the breathing harveft to the fun, 
That throws refrelhful round a rural fmell : 
Or, as they rake the green-appearing ground, 365 
And drive the dufky wave along the mead. 
The ruflet hay-cock rifes thick behind. 
In order gay. While heard from dale to dale. 
Waking the breeze, refounds the blended voice 
Of happy labour, love, and focial glee. 370 

Oft rufhlng thence, in one difTufive band. 
They drive the troubled flocks, by many a dog 
Compell'd, to where the mazy-running brook 
Forms a deep pool ; this bank abrupt and high. 
And That fair-fpreading in a pebbled Ihore. 375 
Urg'd to the giddy brink, much is the toil. 
The clamour much, of men, and boys, and dogs. 
Ere the foft fearful people to the flood 
Commit their woolly fides. And oft the fwain, 

4 On 
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>n fome impatient feizing, harls them in : 3S0 

mbolden'd then, nor hefitating more, 

aft, fail, thejr plunge amid the fiafhing wave, 

nd panting labour to the fartheft fhore. 

epeated this, till deep the well-wa(h'd fleece 

'as drunk the flood, and from his lively haunt 385: 

he trout is baniOi'd by the fordid flream ; 

'eavy, and dripping, to the breezy brow 

iow move the harmlcfs race : where, as they fpread 

heir fwelling treafures to the funny ray, 

ily didurb'd, and wondering what this wild 390 

'atrageous tumult means, their loud complaints 

he country fill ; and, tofs'd from rock to rock, 

iceflant bleatings run around the hills. 

t laft, of fnowy white, the gather'd flocks 

re in the wattled pen innumerous prefs'd, 395 

'ead above head ; and, rang'd in lufty rows, 

he fliepherds fit, and whet the founding fliears. 

he houfewife waits to roll her fleecy flores, ^ 

^ith all her gay-dreft maids attending round. 

ne, chief, in gracious dignity inthron'd, 400 

lines o'er the refl, the pafloral queen, and rays 

er fmiles, fweet-beaming, on her fiiepherd-king ; 

Hiile the glad circle round them yield their fouls 

o feftive mirth, and wit that knows no gall. 

Meantime, their joyous taik goes on apace : 405 

>me mingling, ftir the melted tar, and fome, 

ecp on the new-ftiorn vagrant's heaving fide, 

o ftamp the mailer's cypher ready ftand : 

Other* 
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Odiers the unwilling wether drag along ; 

And, glorying in his might, the ftordy boy 41^ 

Holds by the twifted horns th' indignant ram». 

Behold where bound, and of its robe beref^. 

By needy Man, that all-depending lord. 

How meek, how patiient, the mild creature lies ! 

What foftnefs in its melancholy face, 415: 

What dumb complaining innocence appears ! 

Fear not, ye gentle tribes, 'tis not the knife. 

Of horrid {laughter that is o'er you wav'd ; 

No, 'tis the tender fwain's- well-guided (hearsy 

Who having now, to pay his annual care, 420? 

Borrowed your fleece, to you a cumbrous load, 

Will fend you bounding to your hills again.. 

A SIMPLE fcene! yet hence Britannia fec» 
Her folid grandeur rife : hence ihe commands 
Th' exalted flores of every brighter clime,. 42? 
The treafures of the Sun, without his rage :. 
Hence, fervent all, with culture toil, and arts^. 
Wide glows her land : her dreadful thunder hence 
Rides o'er the waves fublime, and now, even now. 
Impending hangs o'er Gallia's humbled coaft ; 430 
Hence rules the circling deep, and awes the world. 

'Tis raging Noon ; and; vertical, the Sun 
Darts on the head direct his forceful rays« 
O'er heaven and earth,, far as the ranging eye. 
Can fweep, a dazzlbg deluge reigns i^nd all; 4^^ 
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X)in pole to pole is undiftinguidi'd blaze, 
van the fight, dejedled to the ground, 
jQops for relief ; thence hot-afcending fleams 
nd keen refledlion pain. Deep to the root 
f vegetation parch'd, the cleaving fields 44^1 
nd flippery lawn an arid hue difclofe, 
aft Fancy's blooms, and wither even the Soul, 
cho no more returns the chearful found 
f fharpening fcythe : the mower finking heaps 
*cr him the humid hay, with flowers perfum'd ; 445 
nd fcarce a chirping grafs-hopper is heard 
bo* the dumb mead. Diftrefsful Nature pants, 
he very dreams look languid from afar ; 
r, thro* th' unlhelter'd glade, impatient, feem 
b hurl into the covert of the grove. 450 

All-con(^er.ing Heat, oh intermit thy wrath.! 

nd on my throbbing temples potent thus 

jam not fo fierce ! IncelTant ftill you flow, 

nd ftill another fervent flood facceeds, 

mr*d on the head profufe. In vain I figh, 455 

nd reftlefs turn, and look around for Ni^ht ; 

tght is far off ; and hotter hours approach* 

[irice happy he ! who on the funlefs fide 

r a romantic mountain, foreft-crown'di 

ineath the whole collected ihade reclines r 460 

r in the gelid caverns, woodbine- wrought, 

ad frefli-bedew'd with ever-fpouting ftreams, 

ts coolly calm 5 while all the world without, 
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Unfadifiedy and fick, ti^es in noon. 

Emblem in^m^Te of tke virtuous Man, 465 

Who keeps his teaiper'd mind ferene, and pore. 

And every piffion aptly harmoniz'd. 

Amid a jarriDg world with vice infiam'd. 

Welcome, ye ihades! ye bowery thickets, hail ! 
Ye lofty pines I ye venerable oaks ! 470 
Ye aOies wild, refonnding o'er the tleep I 
DelicioDs is your ihelter to the foal. 
As to the honted hart the (allying fpring. 
Or ftream full-flowing, that fiis fwelling fides 
Laves, as he floats along the herbag'd brink* 47S 
Cool, thro' the nerves, your pleafing comfort glides 1 
The heart beats glad ; the frefh^panded eye 
And ear refume their watch ; the flnews knit ; 
And life (hoots fwift thro' all the lightened limbs. 

Around th' adjoining brook, that purls along 480 
The vocal grove, now fretting o'er a rock. 
Now fcarcely moving thro' a reedy pool. 
Now ftarting to a fudden flream, and now 
Gently diflus'd into a limpid plain ; 
A various groupe the herds and flocks compofei 48$ 
Rural confufion ! On the grafly bank 
Some ruminating lie ; while others ftand 
Half in the flood, and often bending flp 
The circling furface. In the middle droops 
The flrong laborious ox, of honefl fronts 499 

Which 
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^ch incompos'd he (hakes ; and from his fides 
he troablous infects laHies with his tail^ 
etorning iUll. Amid his fubje£ts fafe, 
umbers the monarch-fw^D ; his carelefs arm 
hrown round his head, on downy mofs fuitain'd ; 4^5 
ere laid his fcrip, with wholefome viands filPd ; 
here, liHening every noife, his watchful dog. 

Light fly his ilumbers, if perchance a flight 

f angry gad-flies faften on the herd ; 

bt Hartling fcattera from the Shallow brooki 500 

fearch of lavifh ftream. Tofibg the foam, 

bey fcom the keeper's voice, and fcour the plain, 

W all the bright feverity of noon ; 

hile, from their labouring breafls, a hollow mooa 

oceedingy runs low-bellowing round the hills. 505 

Oft in this feafon too the horie, provokM, 

hile his big finews full of fpirits fwell* 

ambling with vigour, in the heat of blood, 

rings the high fence ; and, o'er the field eflus'd, 

irts on the gloomy flood, with fledfafl eye, 510 

id heart cftrang'd to fear : his nervous cheft, 

xuriant, and ere6l, the feat of ftrcngth ! 

ars down th' oppoflng flream : quenchlefs his thirfl ; 

; takes the river at redoubled draughts ; 

id with wide noftrils, foorting, Ikims the wave. 515 

Still let me pierce into the midnight depth 
yonder grove, of wildeft largeit growth : 

That 
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That, fonnifig high in air a woodland qoire. 
Nods o'er the moaot beneath. At every ftep. 
Solemn, and flow, the ihadoiiv's blacker fall, 520 
And all is aHfuI liftening gloom around. 

These are the haants of Afeditation, thefe 
The fcenes where ancient bards th' infpiring bieatlii 
Ivxtatic, felt ; and from this world retir'd, 
Convers'd with angels, and immortal forms, 52^ 
On gracioas errands bent : to (ave the fall 
Of virtue ftruggling on the brink of vice ; 
In waking whifpers, and repeated dreams,. 
To hint pure thought, and warn the favour'd foul 
For future trials fated to prepare ; S3* 
Tq prompt the poet, who devoted gives 
His mufe to belter themes tD foothe the pangs 
Of dying worth, and from the patriot's bread, 
(Backward to mingle in deteiled war. 
But foremoft when engag'd) to turn the death ; 5]i' 
And numberlefs fuch offices of love. 
Daily, and nightly, zealous to perform. 

, S*H00K fuddenfrom the bofom of the fky^ 
A thoufand ftiapes or glide athwart the dulk. 
Or ftalk majeftic on. Deep-rous'd I fed 54* 
A facred terror, a fevere delight, 
Creep thro' my mortal frame ; and thus* methinkst 
A voice, than human more, th' abftraded ear 
Of fancy ftrikcs. «* Be not of us afraid, 

« Pooc 
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Poor kindred Man ! thy fellow-creatures, we 545 

From the fame Parent-Povvbr our beings drew, 

The fame our Lord, and laws, and great purfuit. 

Once fome of us, like thee, thro' llormy life, 

Toird, tempeft-beaten, ere we could attain 

This holy calm, this harmony of mind, 550 

Where purity and peace immingle charms. 

Then fear not us ; but with refponfive fong. 

Amid thefe dim recelfes, undifturb'd 

By noify folly and difcordant vice. 

Of Nature fing with us, and Nature's Gon. 555 

Here frequent, at the vifionary hour. 

When mufing midnight reigns or filent noon. 

Angelic harps are in full concert heard. 

And voices chaunting from the wood-crown*d hill. 

The deepening dale, or inmoft fylvan glade : 560 

A privilege bcftow'd by us, alone. 

On Contemplation, or the hallow'd ear 

Of Poet, fwelling to feraphic ftrain." 

And art thou, • Stanley, of that facred band? 
las, for us too foon ! Tho' rais'd above 565 
he reach of human pain, above the flight 
f human joy ; yet, with a mingled ray 
f fadly pleas'd remembrance, mufl thou feel 
mother's lave, a mother's tender woe : 
^ho feeks thee ilill, in many a. former fccne ; 570 

* A young lady, well known to the author, who died at* the 
' of eighteen, in the year 1738.. 

Seeks 
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Seeks thy fair form, thy lovdy-beaming eyes, 
Thy pleafing converfe, by gay lively fenfe 
Infpir'd : where moral wifdom mildly (hone. 
Without the toil of art ; and virtue glow'd. 
In all her fmiles, without forbidding pride. 5; 
But, O thou beft of parents 1 wipe thy tears ; 
Or rather to Parental Nature pay 
The tears of grateful joy, who for a while 
Lent thee this younger felf, this opening bloom 
Of thy enlightened mind and gentle worth. 5I 
Believe the Mufe : the wintry hhfk of death 
Kills not the buds of virtue ; no, they fpread, 
Beneath the heavenly beam of brighter funs. 
Thro' endlefs ages, into higher powers. 

Thus up the meant, in airy viiion rapt, 5 
I ilray, regardlefs whither ; till the foand 
Of a near fall of water every fenfe [bac 
Wakes from the charm of thought: fwift-fhrinki 
I check my fteps, and view the broken fcenc. 

Smooth to the (helving brink a copious flood 5 
Rolls fair, and placid ; where collected all. 
In one impetuous torrent, down the ftecp 
It thundering flioots, and 'fhakes the country roum 
At firft, an azure (beet, it ruilies broad ; 
Then whitening by degrees, as prone it falls, 5 
And from the loud-refounding rocks below 
Paih'd in a cloud of foam, it fends aloft 

A ha 
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mift, and forms a ceafelefs fliowcr. 

the tortur'd wave here find repofe : 
ring ftill amid the lliaggy rocks, 600 
hcs o'er the fcatter'd fragments, now 
le hollow channel rapid darts ; 
ing faft from gradual flope to llope. 
Id infrared courfe, and leffened roar, 
a fafer bed, and fteals, at laft, 605 
le mazes of the quiet vale. 

ED from the cHfF, to whoie<dark brow 

s, the fteep-afcending eagle foars, 

ward pinions thro' the flood of day; 

ving foil his bofom to the Maze, 61 

I the fun ; while all the tune&l race« 

afHidtive noon, diforderM droop, 

the thicket ; or, from bower to bower 

vc, force an interrupted (bain. 

k-dovc only thro' the forell cooes, 615 

Ily hoarfe ; oft ceafing from his plaint, 

erval of weary woe ] again 

idea of his murder'd mate, 

om his fide by fayage fowler's guile, . 

s fancy comes ; and then refounds 620 

fong of forrow thro' the grove. 

E the dewy border let mc fit, 
e frefhnefs of the humid air ; 
that hollowed rock, grotefque aad wild, 
e cliair mofs-lin'd, and over head 625 

By 

\ 
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By flowering ambrage fhaded ; where the bee 
Strays diligent, and with th' extracted balm 
Of fragrant woodbine loads his little thigh. 

Now, while I tafte the fweetnefs of the (hade, 
While Nature lies around deep-lull'd in Noon, 63 
Now come, bold Fancyy fpread a daring flight. 
And view the wonders of the torrid-Zone : 
Climes unrelenting ! with whofe rage compared, 
Yon blaze is feeble, and yon ikies are cooL 

See, how at once the bright effulgent fun, 6^ 
Riflng dired, fwift chafes from the (ky 
The fliort-liv'd twilight ; and with ardent blaze 
Looks gaily fierce o'er all the dazzling air : 
He mounts his throne ; but kind before him fends, 
lifuing from out the portals of the mom, 6i 
The * general Breeziy to mitigate his fire. 
And breathe rcfreihment on a fainting world. 
Great are the fcenes, with dreadful beauty crown*d 
And barbarous wealth, that fee, each circling ycai 
Returning funs f and double fea/om pafe : € 
Rocks rich in gems, and mountains big with mm 
That on the high equator ridgy rife, 

* Which blows conftantly between the tropics from the e 
or the collateral points, the north -eaft and fouth-eaft : caufed 
the preflure of the rarefied air on that before it, according to 
diurnal motion of the fun from eaft to weft, 

\ In all climates between the tropics, the fttn, is he pafles i 
^ repaftes in his annual inotioo, ii twice a year fertkaJ, which f 
duces this effe^, 

Whei 
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ce many a burfting dream auriferous plays : 

ic woods, of every vigorous green, 

above ftage, high waving o*er the hills ; 650 

the far horizon wide diffus'd, 

mdlefs deep immeniify of fliade. 

ofty trees, to ancient fong unknown^ 

oble fons of potent heat and floods 654 

•rufhing from the clouds, rear high to Heaven' 

thorny ftems, and broad around them throw ' 

ian gloom. Here, in eternal prime, 

mber'd fruits, of keen delicious tafte 

ital fpirit, drink amid the cliffs, 

lurning fands that bank the ihrubby vales, 669 

ibled day, yet in their rugged coats 

ndly juice to cool its rage contain. 

.R me, Pomona ! to thy citron groves ; 
lerc the lemon and the piercing lime, 
the deep orange, glowing thro' the green, 665 
lighter glories blend. Lay me xeciin'd 
th the fpreading tamarind that ihakec, 
d by the breeze, its fever-cooling fruit, 
in the night the maffy locuH iheds, 
:h my hot limbs; or lead me thro' the maze, 670 
wcring endlefs, of the InMan fig ; 
rown at gayer eafe, on fome fair brow, 
le behold, by breezy murmurs cool'd, 
. o'er my head the verdant cedar wave, 
ligh palmetos lift their graceful lhade. 675 

O ftretch'd 
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O ftretch'd amid thcfc orchards of tlic fan. 
Give mc to drain the cocoa's niilky bowl. 
And from the palm to draw its Frelhcning wine ! 
More bounteoas far than all the frandc jnice 
Which Bacchus pours. Nor, on its (lender vmp '68( 
Low-bending, be the fhU pomegnnate feom'd ; 
Nor, creeping thro* the woods, the gcHd race 
Of berries. Oft in hnmble fhuion dwells 
Unboallful worth, above faftidious pomp. 
Witnefs, ihou beft Anina, thou the pride 
Of vegetable life, beyond whate'er 
The poets imag'd in the golden age : 
Quick let nie ftrip thee of thy tufty coat. 
Spread thy ambrofial ftores, and feaft with Jove! 

From thefe the profpe£l varies. Plains immcnfc 
Lie ftretch'd below, interminable meads, 69 
And vaft favannahs, where the wandering eye, 
Unfixt, is in a verdant ocean loft. 
Another Fiora there, of bolder hues. 
And richer fweets, beyond our garden's pride, . 69 
Plays o'er the fields, and ftiowers with fuddcn hand 
Exuberant fpring : for oft thefe valleys fliift 
uTheir green-embroider'd robe to fiery brown, 
And fwift to green again, as fcorching fans, 
Or.ftreaming dews and torrent rains, prevail. 70 

Along thefe lonely regions, where retir'd. 
From little fcenes of art, great Nature dwells 
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bi awAil folitode» and noagkt is feen 

But the wild herds that own no mafier^s Rail, 

ProdigioQS rivers roll their fatning Teas : 70^ 

On whofe luxuriant herbage, half-conccal'd* 

Like a fallen <:edar, hr diffasM his train, 

Cas'd in green ftales, the crocodile extends. 

The floed difpauts : behold ! in plaited mail, 

^B<hemoth rears his head. Glanc'd from his fide, 710 

The darted fteel in idle Ihivers flies : 

He foarlds watlks the plain, or feeks the hills; 

Where, as he crops his varied fare, the herds, 

Irt widening circle roond, forget their food. 

And at the hatmlefs ftranger wondering gaze. 715 

Peaceful 9 beneath primeval trees, thatcaft 
Their ample fhade o^er Niger*s jellow itream. 
And where the Ganges rolls his facred wave ; 
Or mid the central depth of blackening woods, 
High-rais'd in folemn theatre around, 720 
Leans tfie huge elephant : wifeft of brutes ! 
O truly wife ? with gentle might endowM, 
Tho' powerful, not deftru£Hve ! Here he fees 
Revolving ages Aveep the changeful earrii. 
And empires rife and fall ; regardlefs he 725 
Of what the never-refting race of Men 
Projedl : thrice happy ! could he 'fcape their guile. 
Who mine, from cruel avarice, his fteps ; 
Or with his towery grandeur fwell their Hate, 

* The Hippopotamus, or rlvcr-horfe. 

E The 
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The pride of kings ! or clfc Iiis ilrengtli pervert, jyB 
And bid him rage amid the mortal iniy» 
Aftonifh'd at the madneis of mankind. 

Wide o'er the winding nmbrage of the floods^ 
Like vivid blofibms glowing from afar. 
Thick fwarm the brighter birds. For Nature's hand. 
That with a fportive vanity has deck'd 736 
The plumy nations, there her gayeu hues 
Profufely pours. * But, if flie bids them fhine, . 
Array'd in all the beauteous beams of day. 
Yet frugal flill, fhe humbles them in (bng. 740 
Nor envy we the gaudy robes they lent 
Proud Montezuma^s realm, whofe legions caft 
A boundlefs radiance waving on the fun. 
While Philomel is ours ; while in qar fhades, 
Thro' the foft filence of the liftening night, 745 
The fober-fuited fong(befs trills her lay. 

But come, my Mufit the defart-barrier borfti 
A wild expanfe of lifelefs fand and fky : 
And, fwifter than the toiling caravan. 
Shoot o'er the vale of Sennar ; ardent climb 750 
The Nubian mountains, and the fecret boanda 
Of jealous Ahyffima boldly pierce. 
Thou art no ruffian, who beneath the maik 

* In all tht regions of the torrid cone, the birdt, tho* niit 
beautiful ift their plamage, are obierved to be left mdddioat thaft 

•Vltf 

Of 
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»cial commetce com'ft to rob their wealth ; 

oJy Fury thou, blafpbeming HffAVENy 755 

I confecrated fteel to ftab their peace, 

thro' the land; yet red from civil wounds, 

sread the purple tyranny of R^me. 

I, like the harmlefs bee, may'ft freely range, 

. mead to mead bright with exalted flowers, 760 

. jafmine grqvc to grove, may'ft wander gay, 

' palmy (hades and aromatic woods, 

grace the plains, inveft the peopled hills, 

up the more than Alpine mountains wave. 

e on the breezy fummit, fpreading fair, 765 

lany a league ; or on ftupendous rocks, 

from the fan-redoubling valley life, 

to the middle air^ their lawny 'tops ; 

e palaces, and fanc^i and-viUas rife ; 

gardens fmile around, and cultured fields ; 770 

fountains gufh ; and carelefi herds and flocks 

ely ib-ay ; a world within itfclf, 

ining all alTault : there let me draw 

eal foul, there drink rcviving'gales, 

fcly breathing from the fpicy gtoves,, 775 

^ales of fragrance ; there at diilance.hear 

oaring floods,, and cat^u-aCls, that fw^ep 

difembowerd cajrth thp virgin ^ol4 ; 

>*cr the varied landfkip, reftlcC, rove. 

It with life of ev^ry fairer kii\d :' 780 ' 

1 of wonders ! wbicK the fun flili eytt 
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With ray dire^r as of the lovely realm" > 
Inamour'd, - and delighting xhpre tO' dwell. 

How chaDgMthefcene! In b]^^ng'lk!igkt<l^«ooa, 
The fun, opprefs'd^ is plung'd inthick^gidQai. .7Sf 
Still Horror reigns, a dreary twilight joiind J. i 
Of flruggling nighjt and day maligflaiit nHuL'd* ^it' 
For tp the hot equator crouding fkt^-i , : : 

Where, highly raw;fy'd^ the yieldmg^w ..r. i 7 
Admits their ftreaoo, in^eflant vapourf^.roH^}. 790 
Amazing clouds on clouds continual -Jheap'^ij *; ' ' • 
Or whirrd.tempeftuous by the g^fky mf^itu: t n- • 
Or filent |;>orne alpng^ heavy» asd flowp. v A ;/ 
With the big ftores of fteaming oceans charg'd. . 
Meantime, amid thefe upper ftas £otideii$M . : 795^ 
Around the cold aerial mouptainfs hro^y, : '■ 
And by conilidting winds together dalh*d, , * 
The Thunder hdds his black tremendous throne: 
From cloud to cloud the rending Lightnings rage ; 
Till, in the furious elemental war . ;8po . 

Diflblv'd, the wh9le precipitated mafs 
Unbroken floods aYid.folid torrents pours^ , 

The treafurcs thefe, hid from the bounded feaixi 
Of ancient knowledge ; whence, with anhuj^l ppmp, . 
Rich king of floods ! overflows the (welUng iV/'/jr. 805 
From his two fprings, in Gojam's funny realm^ 
Pure-welling out, he thro' the lucid lake ' , 
Of iair Damha rolls his infanc-itream. 

There, 
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There, by the Naiads Dtfrs'd, lie fports away 

His playful youthy : amid the fragrtut ifles, 8 1 o 

That with unfading verdure fmile around. 

AtMtiiouir ttepce the manly rivei: breaks ; 

^And gathi^nnf many a flood, and copious fed 

AVith all the mellowed treafures of the iky. 

Winds in f»offteS6;tt maje^ly along : 815 

Thro' fplendid idngdoma now devolves his maze^ 

Now wandeiv wild o'er folitary tradts 

Of life-deferted fimd '; till, glad to qiik ■ 

TJie jo)d«fs defart, down the iV^v^MM rocks 

Prom thundering ileep to fteep, he pours his urn, 820 

And Egypt joys beneath the fpr^ding 'wave. 

. .His brother Niger too, and all the floods 
In wh^h the fuU-form'd maids of ^ric lave 
Their jett^;limb3 ; and all that from the tra£t 
Of woody jj^o^ntains ftretcii'd thro' gorgeous M 82 5 
Fall on ComandepB coaH, , ov Malabar ; 
From * MenanC% orient (beam, that nightly fhines 
With infei£k>lamps, to where Aurora flxeds 
On Indus* fmiling banks the rofy fliower : 
'All, at this bounteous feafon, ope their urns, 830 
And p^^u*jV^ntoiJing harvell o'er the land, 

Noi lell/i!hy>i^otld, CdLuWBt/s, drinks, i^frelh'd. 
The lavifh khoifttirc of the melting year. • 

* The river that uiat thro* ' Slam ; on wliofe banks t vaft 
Aiolcitode of thole infers called Tlrt'fliti make a beautiful ap' 
Aeaiince in the night. 

E 3 Wide 
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Wide o'er his ides, the branching Oronoque 

Rolls a brown deluge ; and the native drives 835 

To dwell aloft on life-fufficing trees. 

At once his dome, his robe, his food, and arms. 

Swcll'd by a thoufand dreams, impetaous harl'd 

From all the roaring AmJn^ huge defcends 

*\ ne mighty • OrelioHa. Scarce the Mu^c 840 

Dares firetch her wing o'er this eaonnoas ma£i 

Of rufhing water ; fcarce (he dartt attempt 

The fea-like Plata ; to whofe dread expanfe, ■ . 

Continuous depth, and wondrous length of canrie, 

Our floods are rills* With unabated ibrcff» 84$ 

In filent dignity they iweep along. 

And traverfe realms unknown, and blooming wil4fi 

And fruitful defarts, worlds of folltude. 

Where ^the fun (miies, and feafons teem in traxa, 

Unfeen, and unenjoy'd. ' Forfaking thefe^ Sjo 

O'er peopled plabs they fidr-dilfiafive flow. 

And many a nation feed, and circle fafe. 

In their foft bofom, many a happy ifle ; 

The feat of blamclefs Pan^ yet undifturb'd 

By chriilian crimes and Europe^^ cruel fons. 85$ 

Thus pouring on they proudly feefc the deep, 

Whofe vanquifli'd tide, recoiling from the (hoik, ' 

Yields to this liquid weight of half the globe ^ 

And Ocean treizibles for his green d<^mfun. ^ 

• TfacrtTcr«f tfaeAmavoAt* 

' But 
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what avails this wondrous wafte of wealth ^ 



)mp of Nature ? what their balmy meads, 
>owerful herbsy and C^res void of pain ? 
rant Urds difpers'dy and wafting winds, 
heir nnplanted fruitt? what the cool draughts, 
ibro/ialfood, richgnms, and fpicy health, 866 
brefts yield ? Their toiling infeds what> 
llky pride, and vegetable robes ? 
hat avail their fatal treafures, hid 
A the bowels of. the pitying earth, I70 
'a's gems, and {sL^Potc/Ts mines ; 
dwelt the gentleft children of the.fiin f 
ill that ^ric's golden rivers r^l, 
lorons woods, and fhining ivory ftores f 
d race I the foftening arts of Peace, 875 
'er ^le humanizing Mufes teach ; 
)dlike wifdom of the tempered hreaSt ; 
ffive truth, the patient force of thought ; 
gation caUn> whofe filent powers 
and the world ; the L 1 h t that leads to Hs a v is n ) 
:qaal rule, the government of laws, B^i 
ll-proteding Frebdom, whidi alope 
is the name and dignity of Man : 
are not theirs. The parent-fas Umfelf 
o'er this world of flaves to tyrannize i 
with oppreflive ray, the rofeat bloom 
luty blading, gives the gloomy hue, 
mature grofs : or worfe, to ruthleik deeds. 



ly profuilon of luxurious blifs ? 
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Mad jealoufy, blind rage, and fell revenge^ 
Their fervid fpirit fires. Love dwelb not lierey Sgo 
The foft regards, the tendeniers of fife,. ' 
The heart-flied tear, tV ine£iU& delight 
Of fweet hunjanity : thefe court the betst . . 
Of milder climes; in felfifh fierce defire, . 
And the wild fury of voluptuous /enfc* Jjl 
There loft. The very biutc^crcation there , 
This rage partakes, and burns with hornd fire* . .. 

Lo ! the green ferperit, from his dark abode,. • 
Which even Imagination fears to tread. 
At noon fbrth-iiTuing, gathers up his train t -i^.S^ 
In orbs immenfe, then, darting out anewi ;: . • - 
Seeks the refrefhing fount ; by which difiis-4» 
He throws his folds : and while, with threatniag tongnff 
And deathfui jaws ered, the monfter curia " . 
His flaming creft, all other thirft, appalPdf -^^ S^ 
Or fhivering Hies, or check'd at diftance ftaikU» - 
Nor dares approach. But flill more direful hCf. 
The fmall clofe-lurking minifter of fate, 
Whofe high-concofted venom thro* the veins 
A rapid kghtning darts, arreting fwift ■ 910 
The vital current. Form'd to humble Aifan, . . 
This child of vengeful Nature ! There, ibblvA'd 
To fearlefs luft of blood, the favage race 
Roam, licensed by the ihading hour of guilt. 
And foul mifdeed, when the pure day has ihut g^S 
His facred eye. The tyger darting fierce 

Jropetuou^ 
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Impetuous OA the prey his glance has doom'd : 
The lively-lWriing leopard, fpc^ 
With many a thidf beauty ft^i wafte ) 
And, fcohiidg^all^t^ bUtigai^ofManV 92^ 
The keen HyeAa/fl^tWIr of tfie ftfB.' ' * 
*Thefe, rxxMti^ htm ^ lihdfpitM^ 
Of MauHtatti^y 'or the tufted ifles/ 
That verdant ilft 'aniid the LySilan wild, 
Innumerons glar^ aVound their* lhaggy king» $25 
Majeftic,: i&lking o*er tfie'prhitcd ftnd'r 
iAod, with imperkiUs and repeated roars. 
Demand theififtted food.. T!he fearful flocks 
Crond'Oeai* tli^ g^atdian' fwain ; the nobler herds, 
Wl&ere round ihdr lordly bull, in rural eafe, 9^0 
They ruminating lie, with horror hear 
The comlng-nige. Th' awakened village (ferts ; 
oAttd to b^r fluttering bread the mother flraink - 
Her thQoghd^fi in&nt. Fromi tht Pyrat^s den. 
Or flem Afmi^^e tyrant fang efcap'd, 95; 
The wfeteh kfif^wiihes for his bonds again : 
"While, uproar -ftR, the wildemefs refounds, 
£rom Jtku eaftWaid to the frighted A/'/r.^ 

UNHA».y he !• who firon* the firfl of joys* 
Society,.etttoH^, is left alone' 
Amid, ilns woHd of death . Day after day. 
Sad on the jutting eminence he fits. 
And views;i*e inain that ever toils below ; 
Still foiidly^forming is. the Artheft verged 

ES . Where 
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Where the rtntnd ether Aixef wkb the ware^ 94$ 
Ships, dim-difcom'^l^ dr^piag.fiiMi die ckMids; 
At evening, ti» the lettuig 4i» lie turn.-. . f : i 
A noornful e)re»' aadiiowto |ia4]rilig fasM- 
Sinks helpleff ; whSk^ 1vofKMfo«r.j»;|ill^}, 
And hifs ccmttnold ihM^ liie tedkmni^rt^. 950 
Yet here, even here, into tkcfe black jfaMk*. 
Of monfters, onappail'd, from ftooping JUtmp 
And gaiky CJt/ar, Lrji«ftTT vetir'd> 
Her Cato foUomag thro* Jli§md$mm niWi : ; 
Difdainful of Cmu^€^^ gc&tk phtUKit ./ 9$$ 
And all the green deUghu^is^'« pomi i 
When foF them (he maft bend Itralc toc^j. 
And fawning take the fpleiidid robber^ hoot^ j i ^ 

Nor ih>p the tecroa «f tfaele regms hn^ 
Commiflioii'dikfiio]is«ft, stgeb ef iriath».< • 960 
Let loo(e the raging rkoMta. - IftsadtSA iiot, 
from alt the boiindkfii fMntaor ofrthc iky^ «: ; 
And the wide glittenng wtftejof bttfofc^&Ddy' ' 
A fufFocaxittg wind the paigrinr fiiUte 
With inilaat death. Patieist of thirft^oDd tc^ 
Son of the defart I even the camel feels> 
Shot thro' his wither^ heart, ^ ikrf YiMu 
Or from the black-red ether, harfting kroad,. 
Sallies the fiadden whirlwind. Strait the dxuk^ 
Commov'd around, in gatiberingf^ddies pfaif i 97^ 
Nearer and nearer ftill they darkening come ; 
Tilly with the goicral aiD-iowotving fiotm 

Swept 
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Swept up, the whole continaous wilds arifef 

And by their ooon-day fount di^cdcd thiowot 

Or funk ^t nagkt^in'iad diiafiroas ileepy 97j. 

Beneath ddrendiag kMK eke xara.van 

Is buried deep;^' fa €ah^ orooditti ftisets 

Th' impatmt mewdiattr, wottdefiog, waits in iroin. 

And Mecca iuldeas at tke long deby. 

8vT chief at ^fea, whofe every fiexile waye 980* 
Obeys the bkft, ^e aerial tumalt fwells. 
In the dread ocettn, andolating wide. 
Beneath the radiant line that girtt the globe. 
The circling f Typkon, wturi'd horn point to point, 
Exhaoftkig ^ the rage of all the fley, 985 
And dire f Ecnephia reign. Amid the heavens, 
Falfely 4ei«fie, deep in a cloudy % (peck 
Comprefs'd, the mighty tempeft brooding dwells : 
Of no regard, fave to the fidlful eye. 
Fiery and fottl, th6 fmall prognofticis: hangs 990 
Aloft, or on the- promontory's brow 
Mufters its force. A faint deceitful .c^m, 
A fluttering gale, the demon fends before. 
To tempt the Spreading fail. Then dowii at once^ 
Precipitant, defcends a mingled mafs 995^ 
Of roaring winds, and flame, and rufhing floods. 

f Typbon tnd Eaupbktg pxtatM of jpafdcubr fifxm or hwrrU* 
cfliiet, known only between the tropics. 

} Called by fiulm the Ox-tje, b^iog i|k ^pgeanwce at fiift 
at bigger* 

E 6. In 
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In wild ayi|7xment fix'd the bailor ftaads.. . 
Art is too flow : By rapid fsLtfs opprcik'd^ ; r:> 
His broad-wing'd vefl«l drinksi the whffhntng tide^ . 
Hid in the bofooLof the. black abyfs» fsilOOQ 
With fuch madfeas.^ daring GAMAibpgh^. . 
For many a day, and many a dreadful night, 
"Inccflant, laboring round ^c/krmj Cafi.i ^ .,)^ " 
By bold ambition led, and bolder thirft ... ... 

Of gold* Por then from ancient gloom ^m^*d }q^J. 
The rifmg world of .trade : the Gemms^. .th^n». , ■ 
Of navigation, (hat, in hopelefs^Aoth*. . >tH 

Had ilumbelr'd on the vaft Atlantic deep^ ■ -i-. oi.ni 
For idle ages> ftarting, heard at lall :. i- 

The f LusiTANuvN PaiNCS> who, Hjsav'^4o^H^ 
To love of ufeful glory rous'd mankind, , i . , .,1011 
And in unbounded Commerce mix'd the wqi^» '/ 

Increasing ftill the terrors of dide ftorms^y . , 
His jaws horrific arm'd with threefold fate, ^ _ 
Here dwells the direful fhark. Lur'd by the iom 
Of fteaming crouds, of rank difeafe, and d^ath^ 
Behold ! he rufliing cuts the briny flood. 
Swift as the gale can bear the fliip along; ' \ ]' 
And, from the partners of that cruel trade, ^ 
Which fpoils unhappy Guinea of her fiins, ^020 

* Vasco dx Gama, the firft who iaiied round. Jfffica, hj 
the Cape vf Good Hope, to the Eafl hdim. 

f Don Hknrt, third Too to John the£urft, kiog of Pertttf^ 
His Aroog genius to the difcovery of new coaotries was th<e cSkf 
fouice of all the modem improTements in navigation. 

Dc 
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Demands his tfiateof dcittatias thisilafclvcs. 
The flormy ^ftertd-:^ 6nWe^ai inVBivcs 

Ctiilhinj at once, lie" dyw tiie'Imi^W ft^^ 

With g6t<*;*~'aild ri6ts in th^Tett^efM meal. 1025 

When o*cr rtisV^i^cf3/eqii5hoftfM l-aiA* 
Flooded immenft,^lobks out the joy fefs fuh, ' ' ^' 
An'd'dri^iri'Ae tc3^(to^ : 'from fi^iiApy fens; 
Where pntrefiiAion into life ferments; ^ 
And breathes deftfa£tive myriads ; or firom wo^ds^ - 
Impenetrable fliadesy fecefl^ fbtcl^ ' 103 r 

In vapours rank and bhie corropiion wrapt, 
Wiiofe ^obmy horrors yet no defperate foot 
Has ever dar'd to pierce ; then, waftefnl, forth 
Walks the dire Power of pefBlcnt difeafe. ' 1035 
A th6a(and hideous fiends her courfe attend^. 
Sick Nattird blaftihg, and to heartlefs woe^r 
Attd feeble defblatioiiy caflihg down 
Tbe^ toweling hopes and all the pride of Man. 
Such as, of late, at Cartbagena queneh'd 1040^ 
TheBi^TisH fire. You, gallant Vernon, faw 
The miferabk fcene ; you, pitying,, faw 
To infant-weaknefs funk the warrior's arm ; 
Saw the deep-racking pang, the ghaftly form^ 
The Hp pale-quivering, and liie beamlefs eye 104;^ 
No more with ardour bright : you heard the gK)an& 
Of ago^aizing (hips, from fhore to il^or^; 

.4 Heard, 
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Heard, nightly plungM amid the falleii wares. 
The frequent corfc ; while on each other fix*d. 
In fad pre&ge, the blank affiftants feent'd, ipjqi 
Silent, to aik, Whoni fate would next dcniand. 

What need I mention thofe inclement fldes,. 
Where, frequent o'er the iftckeniAg dqr, Hug^tp, 
The fierceft child of Nemesis divine, 
Defcends ? * From Ethhpia't ipciSSfiiti. w^oi9, I055; 
From (tifled Caire^s £lth, and fetid fields * 
Widi locuft-armies pntrefying heap'd. 
This great deftroyer Ijpmng. Her «wfki rtige 
The brutes efcape : Man is her defti&M 'pr^. 
Intemperate Man i and, o'er ^is gmity dotoesi- 1069 
She draws a clofe incumbent cloud of death ; 
Uninterrupted by the living winds. 
Forbid to bt<Mv a wholefonie breeze ; aiHljftak.\t 
With many a mxture by aht £bn, fofiiiVi,. ^ 
Of angry afpe£t. Pringdy wifdom, them, 1065 
Dejeds hts watchful eye ; and £itm «hr jkand 
Of feeble juftice, inc^Mliud, drop 
The fwoid and balance : mate the voice of jtcy* 
And hufli'd the clamour of the b»fy Jfodd. 
Empty the fbeets, with uncouth verdure dad ; 11070 
Into the worft qi defarts fudden tam'd 
The chearful haoot of Men : unlefs e^cap'd 
From the doom'd hoofe, where alatchlefs horror ragns, 

* Thcfe are the csafes Aippofed to be tke firft origm sf tbt 
f^ff^f in Dr. Ms A D'f elegant book on thatAit>]e^* 
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Shut up bf bethw^ (tur, the fBi^uen wretch, 
^ith frtmif wild, br<;al{^ look ; and, iQod to heaven 
icreamingt die linsulfiilpoliqr arraigns, 1076 
[nhuman, and unwiie. The QiJkn ^oor^ ; 
Vet uninfeAe(U m its onitioiif hinge 
Fearing ttKitarnjF.abfaoti fbdetjr;^ I 
Dependants, fiieadsi xeiACipsa, LoveJtiipi/^ 1080 
8aYagM b]r woe, forget the tender tie, 
fi^ fweet cpBgagenientxrf' the feeling heart. 
But vain theurMiiik care : the circling iky% 
The wide enliv^Mng air is full of fa$e ; 
And, ilruck by mmz, in fbliuu-y pangs inAf 
They fall, «nUell:> vntended, and anmonrn'd. 
Thus o*^;^ p«<^rate city Uack Defpair 
Ext^ds htr jrav«a wing ; wiule, to complete 
The fcene of defolation, flretchM around^ 
The gnm guards ^nd^ denying all retreat, 1090 
A&d^give the #)4ng wretch aJbetMrdeath. 
- • - • t 

Mvca yet ranakis unfnng t the rage int^fe 
Of braasen-yaaked ikies, of iron fielde. 
Where dKHight and Amine teve the hkiOed year: 
Pir'd by the toreh of noon to tenfold rage, 1095; 
The infonate that (hoots liie pillar'd ilame ; 
And, rous'd within the f«ibterraAean world, 
Th' expanding earthquake, that reiiiUefs ihakes 
Afpiring ekies ^ftwi thek folid bafe. 
And buries mountains in the flaming gulph. 1100 
Bttt ^is eaoo|^ ; i>etum, ray vagrant Mufe t 
A nearer fcene of horror calls thee home. 
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Behold, flow-fetding o'er the lurid grate 
Udofnal darknefs broods; and growing' gains 
The full pofieffion of the fkj, farcliarg*d . 1105 
With wrathful vaponir, frorni the.fecret heds. 
Where fleep the miberxl gcnaradbnt, drawA* 
Thence Nitre, Sulphury and the fiery fpmne 
Of fat Bitumen, fteaming an the day, . . - 
With various tindur'd trains of latent fiame; illd 
Pollute the iky, and in yon baleful doud^ V 
A reddening gloom, |t magazine of fate, . . 
Ferment; till, by the torch iethereaiiroas^d, 
Thc.daih of clouds, or irritating w^ W ■ \ '. 
Of fighting winds, while; all is caloi. bdowt - '. iuf 
They furious fpring. A boding filence reigns. 
Dread thro' the dun expanfe ; (ave the dull found.. 
That from the mountain » previous tO the ftoim, 
EoUi o'er the muttering earth, difturbs.che flpodr. 
And fhakes.the fbreftrlciaf without a breach. . . 1120. 
Prone, to the loweft vale, the aerial tribes 
Defcend: the tempeft-loviuig raven, fcaroe 
Dares wing the dubious duik. In rueful gaee 
The cattle ^nd, and on the icowling heavens 
Caft a deploring eye ; by Man forfook, 1125 
Who to the crouded cottage hies him iaft. 
Or feeks the fhelter of the downward cave; , 

'Tis liftening fear, and dumb amazement alU. 
When to the flartled eye the fudden glance 
Appears far fouth» eruptive thro* the icloud % ' tijo. 

Ana 
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And following flower, in explofion v^ft. 

The Thunder raifes his tremendous vqic^. 

At firft, heard folemn o'er the verge of heaven> 

The tempeft growl?.; but as it nearer comes. 

And rolls its aivful burden on the wind, 1 135 

The lightnings fiaih a larger curve, and mor^ 

The noife,^9imds ; till oyer head a fheet ' 

Of livid flame difclofes wide ; then fliuts» 

And opens wider ; fliuts and opens flill 

Expanfive, v/nppu\g ether in a blaze. 1 149 

Follows the loofen'd aggravated roar. 

Enlarging, deepening, mingling ; peal on peal 

Cnifli'd horrible, convulfing heaven and earth. 

Down comes a deluge of fonorotis haiU 
Or proneedefcendingrain. Wide-rent, the doudfl» 1145 
Pour a whole flood ; and yet, its flame unquench'd/ 
TTh^ unconquerable lightning flruggles through, ; ^ 
Ragged and fierce, or in red whirling balls, 
And fires the nK>ttntains with redoubled rage. 1 149 
Black from the flroke, above, the fmouldring pine 
Stands a fad fliatter'd trunk ; and, flretch'd below, \ 
A lifelefs groupe the bladed cattle lie : ; 
Here the foft flocks, with that fame harmlefs look : 
They wore alive, and ruminating flill \ ' 

In fancy'jj pye ; and. there the frowning bull, 1 155 
And ox half-ral^'d. Struck on the cabled clif^ 
The venerable tower and fpiry fane 
Refign their aged pride. The gloomy woods 

Start 
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" To clafp perfcAion!'* From his toid embrace, 1114 
Myfterious Heavefi ! that moment, to the gimtd, 
A blackened corfe, was ftruck the beauteous msdd. 
But who can paint the lover, as he (lood, 
Pierc'd by fevere amazement, hating life, - 
Specchlefs, and fix*d in all the death of wOe T ' ' 
So, faint refemblancc ! on the inarblr tomb, riio 
The well-difTembled mourner Hooping Hands, 
For ever filent, and for ever fad. 

As from the face of heaven the lhattered ddildf . 
Tumultuous fove, th* interminable (ky ^-^ 
Sublimer fweds, and o'er the world titpaLXiii " iii^ 
A purer azure. Thro* the lightened ait. 
A higher luftre and a clearer calm, 
DifFuitve, tremble ; while, as if in fign 
Of danger pad, a gKttcring robe of jdy. 
Set off abundant by tHe yellow ray, " 1130 

Inveils the fields ] and nature fmiles reVivM. i ' 

Tis beauty all, and gratcfbl foiig around; ' 
Join'd to the !ov^^ of kine, and humdrous bleat 
Of flocks thtck-nxbbKng thrO^ the ttever'd V^fe, " 
And (hall the'-fiymt/bemarrhl bytftaflklefs ^^a'h,' iiss 
M*6ft-favourM ; who wifh voice aMcal^ftfr ' ; ' 
Shbuld lead the choru^ of this tewcfr Wirld f ' - 
Shall he, fo foon forgetful of th^* Kind ' ' ^ '■ 
That huih'd the thunder, and ferencs the &y, 
Extinguiih'd feel that fpark the tempeft wak'd, fz^^ 
' Xha 
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That fenfe of powers exceeding far his 'o^,q, 
^re yet his feeble heart ha» led its fears t. 

. ■ ■ ' • ' . -. M . . 

CliEAtiipJby. theiSnUder i)eaii^9 the fprightly .youth 
peeds to the. well- knpwn poolyiwhofe cry Hal depth 
I iandy bottom (hews. A while he ftands 1245 
vazing th' inverted iandikip, half afr;^d . 
'o meditate the hjuc profound below ; • - . 
!^hen plunges headlong down the circling flood., 
lis ebon trefles,; and his roiy cheek 
ndant emerge^ and thro' the obedient wave, 1250 
it each ihort breathing by his lip repell'd, . 
Vxib arms and legs according well, he makes, / . 
is humour leads^ , an eafy-^winding path; . 
Vhile, from hist polifh^djlde;* a dewy light 
Lffufes on the plea^'dipe^tors round, . . 

This is the pureft exercife of health. 
The kind refreiher of the fummer-heats ; 
^OTf when cold Winter keens the brightening flood, 
^ould I weakrfliivering linger on the brink.. 
Thus life, redpubles, and is oft prefer v'd. 1260 
)y the bold fwimmer, in the fwift iUapie 
Dt accident difaftrous. Hence the limbs 
Jlioit into force ; and the fame Roman arm« 
That rofe vi^rious o'er the conquer'd earth, 
Pirft leam'd, while tender, to fubdue the wave^ 1265 
Even, from the bo<ly's purity,, d^e mind 
Recesvea a fecretfympathetic aiJ. 

Closi 
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Close in the covert of an hazel copfe. 
Where winded into pleafing folitades 
Runs out the rambling dale, young Damon fat, 1270 
Penfive, and pierc*d #ith love's delightful pangs. 
There to the flream that down the difhint rocks 
Hoarfe-murmunngfell, and plaintive breeze that pby'd 
Among the bending willows, falfely he 
Of Mu 8 1 D o R a's cruelty compfainM. 1 275 

She felt his flame ; but deep within her breaft. 
In baihful coynefs, or in maiden pride, 
The foft return concealM ; fave when it flolc 
In lide-long glances from her downcaft eye. 
Or from her fwelling foul in fHfled iighs^ ' 1280 
Touched by the fcene, no Uranger to his vows^ 
He fram'd a melting lay, to try her heart ; 
And, if an infant paffion -ftmggled therci 
To call that paffion forth. Thrice happy fw:ain ! 
A lucky chance, that oft decides the fate 1285 
Of mighty nionarchs, then decided thine. 
For lo ! conduced by the laughing Loves, ' 
This cool retreat his Musi 00 a a fought : 
Warm in her cheek the fultry fea(bn glow'<f; 
And, robe'd in loofe array, fhe came" to bathe 129O 
Her fervent limbs in the refrclhing ftream. 
What (hall he do ? In fweet confufion loil. 
And dubious flutterings, he a while remain'd : 
A pore ingenuous elegance of foul, 
A delicate refinement; known to few, ' 1 295 
Perplex'd his breaft, ahd UrgM him to iieiire': 
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(ut love forbade. Ye prudes in virtue, fajr, 
lay, ye fevercft, what would you have done ? 
/leantime, this, fairer nymph than ever hldk 
ircadian ftream, with timid eye around 1500 
The Banks furveying, ftripp'd hex beauteous limbs» 
To tafte the lucid cpplnefs of the flood. 

then ! not F oris on the piny top. 
>f Ida panted fironger, when aiide 
The Mval-goddefles the veil divine 1305 
^aft ancon&n'd, and gave him all their charms. 
Than, Da mom, thou ; as from the fnowy leg, 
\nd ilender foot, th' inverted filk ihe drew ; 
\s the foft touch diiTolv'd the virgin zone ; . 
^nd, thro' th' parting robe, th' alternate breafl:, 1310 
^ith youth wild-throbbing, on thy lawlefs gaze 
n full luxuriance rofe. But, defperate youth, 
^ow durft thou riique the foul-di^ading view ; 
\^ from her naked limbs, of glowing white^ 
Hfarmonious fwell'd by Nature's finell hand, 1315 
[n folds loofe-floattng fell the fainter lawn ; 
A.nd fair-e^qpoi'd ihe flood* fhrunk from herfelf^ \ 
With fancy bluihing» at the doubtful breeze 
AlarmM, and fiardng like the fearful fawn ? 
Then to the flood flie ruih'd ; the parted flood 1 320 
[ts lovely gueft with cloflng waves receiv'd ; ^ 
And every beauty foftening, every grace 
Flttfliing anew, a mellow luflre flied : 
As Ihines the lily thro' the cryfbd mild ; 
Or as the rofe amid the mornii^ dev^ 1325 

Frefli 
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Frefii from Aitrmra*s hand, aiore fwectly glows. 
While thus (he wantoo'd, now beneath the wave 
Bat ill-conoeal*d ; and now with ftreamuig locks. 
That half-embrac*d her in a humid veil, 
Riilng again, the latent Damon drew 133d 
. Sach madning draughts of beaoty to the foul. 
As for a while o'erwhelm'd his raptur'd thooght 
With luxury too-daring. Check'd, at laft. 
By love's refpediful modefly, he deem'd 
The theft profane, if aaght profane to love 135$ 
Can e'er be deem'd ; and, ilruggling from the ihJMki 
With headlong hurry fied : but firft thefe lines* 
Trac'd by his ready pencil, on the bank 
With tremMing hand he threw. Bathe cm, fliy fiir, 
*• Yet unbeheld fare by the facred eye 1340 
Of faithful love : 1 go to guard thy haunt. 
To keep from thy recefs each vagrant foot, 
*« And each licentious eye." With wild furprize^ 
As if to marble flruck, devoid of fenfe, 
A Hupid moment motionlefs ihe flood : 134} 
So {lands the * flatue that enchants tiie worldy 
So bending tries to ve^ the matchlefs boaft. 
The mingled beauties of exulting Grace. 
Recovering, fwift ihe fiew to find thofe robes 
Which biifsful £<j5f» kntw not ; and, array'd I3J0 
In carelefs hafle, th' alarming paper fnatch'd. 
But, when her Damon's well-known hand ihe iaw^ 
Her terrors vaxiiih'd, and a fofter train 

• The Venui «f Medict^ 

Of 
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' mixt emodonsy ' hard to he deferil/dv 
;r fudden bofolti feiz'd : fhame vtnd of 'gnilt, 1355 
lie charming blufh of innocence, efteeA 
id admiration of her lover's flame, 
' modefty exalted : even a (enie 
f felf-i|ppn)ving beaaty ilole acrofs 
er htxfy thought. At length/ a tender calm 1560 
afli'd by degf^es the tumult of her foul ; 
id on the (preading beech, that o'er the (beam 
ciunbent hung, fhe with the iilvan pen 
r rural lovers this confeflion carV*d, 
'hich foonherDAiffOK kiis'dwith#cepingjoy: 1365 
Pear youth ! -fole judge of wbatt^vele veHes mean. 
By fortmie too much favoured, but by love, 
Alasi not faimrVi lefs, be ftili as now 
Difcreet : the time may come you need not lly." 

The fun has loft his rage! his downward orb 1370 

loots nothing now but animating warmth, 

nd vital luftre ; that, wiA various ray, 

ights up the clouds, thofe beauteous robes of heaven, 

iceiTant roU'd into romantic fhapes, 

he dream of waking fancy ! Broad below, 1375 

over'd with ripening fruits, and fwelling faft 

ito the perftdl year, the pregnant earth 

Lod all her tribes rejoice. Now the foft hour 

)f walking comes : for him who lonely loves 

To feek the diftant hills, and there converfe 1380 

^ith Nature ; there to harmonize his heart, 

F And 
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And in pathetic fong to breathe around 

The harmoay to others. Social friends, 

Attun'd to happy unifon of foul ; 

To whofe exalting eye a fairer world, 15SJ 

Of which the vulgar never had a glimpre, 

Difplays its charms ; whofe minds are richly fraught 

With philofophic ftores, fuperior light ; 

And in whofe breaft, enthafiaftic» bums 

Virtue, the fons of intereft deem romance; 139a 

Now call'd abroad enjoy the falling day : 

Now to the verdant Portico of woods. 

To Nature's vaft Lyceum^ forth they walk ; 

By that kind School where no proud matter reigns, 

The full free converfe of the friendly heart, 139$ 

Improving and improved. Now from the world, 

Sacred to fweet retirement, lovers fteal. 

And pour their fouls in tranfport, which the Sxri 

Of love approving hears, and calls it good. 1399 

Which way. Am a mo a, (hall we bend our courfe ? 

The choice perplexes. Whereiore fhould we chafe ? 

All is the fame with thee. Say, (hall we wind 

Along the fbeams ? or walk the fmiling mead ? 

Or court the ibreft-glades ? or wander wild 

Among the waving harvefb ? or afcend, 1405 

While radiant Summer opens all its pride. 

Thy hill, delightful • Sbmf Here let us fweep- 

The boundlefs landflup : now the raptur'd eye, 

* The old name of Rkbmnd^ fignifyiiv in Saxoa SUmnt, 
m S/lendv, 

Exultiag 
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Exulting Avifty to huge AiiGvsTA, fend» 

Now to the * SifiermUs that ikirt her pltin, 1410 

To lofty Harrow now, and now to where 

Majeftic Windfcr lifts his princdjr brow. 

In lovely contraft to this glorions view 

Calmly magnificenty then wjU we turn 

To where the filver Thames firft rural grows. 14x5 

There let the feafted eye unwearied ftray : 

Luxurious* there, rove thro' the pendant woods 

That nodding hang o*er HxaRiNGTON's retreat ; 

And, fiooping thence to HanC% embowering walks. 

Beneath whofe ihades, in fpotlefs peace retir'd, 1429 

With He a the pleafing partner of his heart. 

The worthy Queensb'rv yet laments his Gay, 

And poliih'd Cornbuey wooes the willing Mufe, 

Slow let us trace the macphlefs Vale of Thames ; 

Fair- winding up to where the Mufes haunt 1425 

In STuv/'isaM's bowers, and for their Pope implore 

The healing Goo f ; to royal Hampton^ % pile. 

To CUrmMt's tcrrafs'd height, and EJhtr^^ groves. 

Where in the fwcetcft foliiude, embrac'd 

By the foft windings of the filent Molt^ 1430 

From courts and fenates Pel ham finds, repofe. 

Inchanting vale ! beyond whatever the Mufe 

Has of Achaia or Hefperia fung ! 

O v;ile of blifs ! O foftly-fwelling hills ! 

On which the Pot/tftr of Cultivation lies, 1435 

And joys to fee the wonders of his toil. 

♦ Uighgate zrA HamJfeaJt 
'[ In his laA fickneCs 

F 2 Heavens ! 
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Heavens ! what a goodly profpea fprends around, 
Of hills, and -daks, and woods, aad lawns, and fpires. 
And glittering tOWns, and gflded ihtams, till all 
The flretching landfkip into fmoke decays ! 1440 
Happy Britannia ! where the Queen of Aets, 
Infpiring vigonr. Liberty abroad 
Walks, onconfin'd, even to tliy faitlieft cotts. 
And fcatters plenty with unfparing hand. 

Rich is thy foil, and merciful thy clime; 144} 
Thy dreams unfailing in the Summer's drooght ; 
Unmatch*d thy guardian- oaks ; thy vaHeys float 
With golden waves : and on thy mountains flocks 
Bleaf number lefs : while, roving round their fides, 
Bellow the blackening herds in lufty droves, 14JO 
Beneath, thy meadows glow, and rife nnquelPd 
Againft the mower's fcythe. On every hand 
Thy villas fliine. Thy country teems with wealth ; 
And property afiures it to the fwain, 
Pleas'd, and unwearied, in his guarded toiL 1455 

Full are thy cities with the fons of art; 
And trade and joy, in every bufy ftreet, 
Mingling are heard : even Drudgery himfeli^ 
As at the car he fweats, or du% hews 
I'he palace-ftone, looks gay. Thy crouded ports, 
Where rifmg mails an eadlefs profpeft yield, 1461 
With labour burn, and echo to the Ihouts 
Of hurried failor, as he hearty waves 

His 
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His laft adieu, and loofening every flieet, 

Refigns the fpreading veffel to the wind. 1465 

Bo];p, firm, and graceful, arc thy generous youth, 
By hardlhip fincw'd, and by danger fir'd. 
Scattering die nations where they go i stnd firft 
Or dn the lifted plain, or itormy feas. 
]Mtild are thy glories too, as o*er the plans 1470 
Of thriving peace thy thoughtful fires preiide 
In ganius, and fubftantial learning, high ; 
Por every viytur, every worth, renown'd ; - 
Sincere, plain-hearted, hofpitable, kind ; 
Yet like the moAering thunder when provoked, 1475 
The dread of tyrants, and the ible refource 
^ thofe that under grim oppreffion groan. 

Thy Sows ot Qlor.y many ! AlfUbd thine, 
la whom the fplendior o£ heix>ic war,. 
And more herdc peace, when governed well, 148a 
Combine ; whofe hallowed name the virtues {aint. 
And i&fir o^wm Mufes love ; the bed of KU^s / 
With him thy Edwards and thy Hekkys fhine,. 
Names dear to Fame ; the firft who deep impre&*d 
On haughty G^isd the terror of thy arms, 14S5 
That awes her genius ftill. In St^iUfmtn thou. 
And Patriots f iertil^. Thine a Heady Moas,- 
Who, with a generous tho' miftaken zeal, 
Withftood a brutal tyrant's ufeful rage, 
Use Catq firm, likp Aristides juft, i^g^qh 
F J Like 



102 SUMMER. 

Like rigid Ciif cinnatvs nobly poor, 
A ilsuDtlefs foul ereft, who fmil'd on death. 
Frugal, and wife, a Walsingham is thine ; 
A DuAicEy who made thee miftrefs of the deep« 
And bore thy name iu thunder round the world. 1495 
Then flam'd thy fpirit high : but who can fpeak 
The numerous worthies of the Maiden Reign ? 
In Raleigh mark their every glory mix'd ; 
Raleigh, the fcourgeof SfaiM! wh'ofe breaft with all 
The fage, the patriot, and the hero burn'd. 1500 
Nor funk his vigour, when a coward-reign 
The warrior fetter'd, and at laft refign'd> 
To glut the vengeance of a ranquiihM foe. 
Then, active ftill and unreflrain'd, his mind 
Explored the vaft extent of ages paft, 1505 
And with his prlfon-hours enrich'd the world ; 
Yet found no times, in all the long refearch. 
So glorious, or fo bafe, as thoTe he prov'd, . 
In which he conquer'd, and in which he Mod* 
Nor can the Mufe the gallant Sidney pafs, 1510 
The plume of war ! with early laurels crown'd. 
The Lover's m)rrtle, and the Poet's bay. 
A Ham DEN too is thine, illuilrious land. 
Wife, flrenuous, firm, of unfubmitting foul, 
Who ftem'd the torrent of a downward age 15 »J 
To flavcry prone, and bade thee rife again. 
In all thy native pomp of freedom bold. 
Bright, at his call, thy Age of Men efFulg*d, 
Of Men on whom late time a kindling eye 
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SftaM mrn, and tjrrants tremble while tliey read. 1520 

Bring every fweetefl flower, and let me ilrew 

The grave where Rvssel lies ; whofe tempered blood* 

With caineft chearfulnefs for thee refign'd, 

Stain'd the fad annaU of a giddy reign ; 

Aiming at lawleis power, tho' meanly funk 1525 

In looie inglorious \Qxmy. With him 

His friend, the * British Cassivs, fearlefs bled; 

Of. high determined fpirit, roughly brave, 

By ancient learning to th' enlightened love 

Of ancient freedon warmM.^ Fair thy renown i ; 5» 

In awful Sa^i and in nbUe BarJs ; 

Boon at the light of dawning Science fpread 

Her orient ray, and wak'd the Mufes' fong. 

Thine is a Bacon ; haplefs in his choice* 

Unfit to fland the civil florm of ftate, 1535 

And thro' the fmooth barbarity of courts. 

With firm but pliant virtue, forward ftill 

To urge Us courTe : him for the ihidious fliade 

Kind Nature form'd, deep, comprehenfive, clear* 

Exaft, and elegant ; in one rich ibul, 1540 

Plato, the STAoraiTK, and Tvlly join'd. 

The great deliverer he ! who from the gloom 

Of cloifter*d monks, and jargon*teaching fchoA* 

Led forth the true Philofophy, there long 

Held in the magic chain of words and forms* 154^ 

And definitions void : he led her forth, ' 

Daoj^ier of Hiavbn ! that flow-afceading fltll* 

* iUeaaiiev Si»aicvr 

F4. InveftigatiAf 
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Invcftigatiag fart the diiitt of dungs. 

With radunC finger points to Hbatbk again. 

The generous * Ashley diine, the friend of Man; 

Who fcannM his Nature with a brother's eye, 1551 

His weaknefs prompt to (hade, to raife his aim. 

To touch the finer movements of the mind. 

And with the moral heauiy charm the heart. 

Why need I name thy Boy li, whofe pious fearch 

Amid the dark recedes of his works, . 15^6 

The great Creator fought ? And why thy LocKiy 

Who made the whole internal world hia own I 

Let Newton, purt ImdiigekCet whooi Go 9 

To mortals lent, to trace ^s boundleft woilj 15^ 

From laws fublimely fimple, fpeak thy fame 

In all philofophy. For lofty fenfe, 

Creative fancy, and infpedion keen 

Thro' the deep windings of the human heart, 1564^ 

Is not wild SHAKESPEAaE thiAC and Nature's boaft^ 

Is not each great, each amiaUe Mufe 

Of claffic ages in thy Milton met ? 

A genius univerfal as his theme ; 

Ailonifhing as Chaos, as the bloom 

Of blowing Eden fair, as Heaven fublimOt 157^ 

Nor ihal4 my verfe that elder hard forget, ' 

The gentle Sp^vcbr, Fancy's pieafing ioa;. 

WhO| lilj^e a copious river, pw'd his fong . 

0*er all the mazes of enchantfld^^roond; 

Nor thee, his aacient mafter, laughing lage, 

* Antony Asmlxy Coorsa, Eaiiflf Sbtftfiay* 

CHAUCt»» ' 
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Chaucir, whoTe native mannera-pgbting verfet 
Well-mondix'df ihines thro' the Qot)iic cloud 
Of time and language o*er tliy geniyi tlurowfi. 

May my fpng foften, as thy Daughters I, 
Britawkiai hail ! for beauty is thw own, 
The feeling heart, iimplicity of life. 
And clegaAce, and tafte : the faultlcfs form. 
Shaped by the hand of harmony ; the ch^k. 
Where the live crimfon, thro' the native white 
Soft-ihooting, o'er the face diffufes b)oom» 
And every namelefs grace ; the parted lip. 
Like the red rofe-bud moift with n»oming-dew, 
Breathing delight ; and, under flowing jet. 
Or funny ringlets, or of circling brown» 
Tiie neck flight-fhaded, and the fwelling breaH ; 
The look refiAlefs, piercing to the foul. 
And by the foul informed, when dreft in love 
She Uti high-(miling in the confcioos eye. 

Island of blifs ! amid the fubje^l feas, 
^ That thnoder round thy rocky coafts, fet up, 159; 
At once the wonder, terror, and delight. 
Of didant nations ; whofe remoteft Ihores 
Can foon be ihaken by thy naval arm ; 
Not to be ihook thyfelf, but all aflaults 
Baffling, as. thy hoar clifis the loud fea-wave. 1600 

O Thou ! by whofe almighty tied the fcale 
Of empire rif(ps, . or alternate falls, 

E 5 Semi 
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Send forth the fvring Vietvis lomid the land. 

In bright paurol : white Pgaet, and fodal Zm; 

The tender»kx>king Charity f intent 160$ 

On gentle deeds, and (hedding tears thro' finiks ; 

Undaunted Tnabt and Digmty of mind ; 

Comra^ compos'd, and keen ; foond Ttmpenmcti 

Healthful in heart and look ; clear Cbmfiity, 

AVith binflies reddening as ihe moves alongt 161a 

Difcrdered at the deep regard (he dnmrs ; 

KoQgh Indmftry^ ASiifity nntir'd* 

With copions life informed, and all awake : 

While in the radiant front, fnperior ihinet 

That firft paternal virtue, PuhlicZeali 1615 

Wlio throws o'er all an e^ual wide forvey. 

And, ever mafing on the common weal. 

Still labours glorious with fome great deiign. 

Low w|lks the fun, and broadens by degrees, 
Jufl o'er the verge of day. The ihifting doads 162O 
Afiembled gay, a richly-gorgeous train. 
In «!! their pomp attend his ietting throne. 
Air, earth, and ocean fmile immenfe. And now, « 
As if his weary chariot fought the bowers 
Of AmflntrifCi and her tending nymphs, 1625 
(So CrecioH fable fung) he dips his orb ; 
Now half-immers'd ; and now a golden curve 
Gives one bright glance, then total difapgears^ 

For ever running an enchanted round, 
Taflcstheday, deceitful, vain and void f 

a As 
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As fleets the Tifion o'er the formful braiii» 

This moment hurrying wild th' impaffion'd fouly 

The next in nothing loft. 'Tis fo to him. 

The dreamer of this earth, an Idle blank : 

A fight of horror to the cruel wretch, 1635 

Who all day long in fordid pleafure roU'dy 

Himielf an afeleis load, has ^uaader'd vile. 

Upon his fcoundrel train, what might have cheer'd 

A drooping family of modell worth. 

But to the generous ftill-improving mind^ 1(40 

That gives the hopelefs heart to fing for joy, 

Diffuiing kind beneficejKc around, 

Boaftlefs, as now defcends the fiknt dew ; 

To him the long review of order'd life 

Is inward rapture, only be felt» 1645 

CoifrEssV from yoo&r flow-exti^gui&'d clouds. 
An ether Ibfcening, ibber Ewnmg lakes 
Her wonted ftatios in the middk aur; 
A thoufimd fiadow at her beck* Firft tbh 
Kie fends on earth ; then tbmt of deeper dye 1650 
Steals foft bekiad ; ami tl^n a dteptr ftill. 
In circle following circle, gathers round. 
To dofe thfe face of things. A freiher g^ile 
Begins to wave the wood, and ftir the ftceam^ 
Sweeping with fhadowy gnft the fields^ of corn ; 
While the quail clamours for his running mate. 
Wide o*er the thidty lawn,, as fwells the breeze,. , 
A whitening flM>weK of vegetable down 
AmuTive floats. The kind impartial care 

F 6 or 
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Of Nature nought diidaias : thoagfatfol to fscd 1660^ 
Her loweft ions, and clothe die coming year. 
From field to ield the feathered feeds ihe wings. 

His folded flock fecnrc, fittc Ibepheid home 
Hits, merry^4iearted ; and by turns relieves 
The ruddy milk-maid of her brimming pail ; 1665 
The beauty whom perhaps his witlefs heart. 
Unknowing what the joy-mixt anguifh means. 
Sincerely loires, by that beft language (hewn 
Of cordial gUmces, and obliging dceds^ 
Onward they pafs, o'er many a panting height, l&je^ 
And valley fimk, and unfrequented; where 
At fall of eve the fairy people throng. 
In various game, and revelry, to pafs 
The fummer-night, as villagc-flories tell. 
Bat far about they wander from the grave " l^J 
Of him, whom his ungentle fortune urg'd 
Againft his own fad breaft to lift the hand 
Of impious violence. The lonely tower 
Is alfo fliun'd ; whoie mournful chambers hokU 
So night-ibttck Fancy dreams, the yelling ghtjfl. 16S0 

Among the crooked lanes, on every hedge. 
The glow-worm lights his gem ; and, thro* the dnAr 
A moving radiance twinkles. Evening yields 
The world to Nigbt; not in her winter-robe 
Of maiTy Stygian woof, but loofe array'd i6Sj 
hi mantle dun. A faint erroneous ray,* 
Glanc'd from th' mpe t feft •farfaccs of thxngs. 

Flings 
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rs half an image on the draining eye ; 
[e waveiing woods, and villages, and ftreams^ 
rocks, and rooimtain^x>{:isi that long retain'd 1 69a 
afcending glean, are M one fwimaiing fcene, 
;rtaia if beheld. Sudden to heaven 
Lce weary viiion tnrns ; where, leading ibft 
fileht hours of love, with pnreft ray 
t Fmus fhines ; and from her genial riie, i69$r 
Q day-light fickens till it fprings afreih^ 
val'd reigns, ^e faireft himp of night, 
lus th' e^nlgence tremulbnt I drink» : 
I cheriftiM gaze, the lambent lightnings ihoot 
fs the iky ; ox horizontal dart lyoo. 
ondrous &ape» : by fearful murmiiring ciowdsL. ^ 
;ntous deemed. Amid the radiant orbs, > . 
; more than deck,, diat animite the &y». 1 A 
liie-infafing funs of ocheriwoiids 
from ^e dread immenfity of {ptuo/ti' 1705: 
ming, with accelerlited cout^, 
mihing comet to the fun deicends ^- 
as he finks bdow the (hading earth, 
i awful train projefted o'er the heavens, . 
guilty nations tremble. But, above 17 Kf 
*e fupcrftitious horrors that enflave ' 
fond fcqnacious herd, to myftic fiuth 
blind amazement prone, the enlightened few, 
fc godlike minds philofophy. exalts^ * 
glorious ftranger hail. They feel a joy 1715 
iely great ; they in their powers exult', [fpurn* 
: wondrous force of thought, which- mohnting^ 

This 
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This doflcy fpot, and xnctTiires all the fky : 

While, from his far excoriioD thro* the wilds 

Of barren ether, £uthfal to his time, 1720 

They ice the blazing wonder rife anew. 

In feeming terror clad, bat kindly bent 

To work the will of all-faftaining Lovfe : 

From his hage vapoury train perhaps 10 (hake 

Reviving moiftore on the numeioas orbs, 172; 

Thro' which hu long ellipfis winds ; perhaps 

To lend new fuel to declining funs. 

To light op worlds, and feed th' eternal fire. 

103' 

With thee, ferene Philosophy, with tbee. 
And thy bright garland, let me crown my ibngl 1730 
Eiafive fonrce of evidence, and troth I 
A luftre ihedding o'er th' ennobled mind. 
Stronger than fnmmer-noon ; and pore as that, 
Wbofe mild vibrations footh the parted foul. 
New to the dawning of celeftial day. 173; 
Hence thro' her nouriih'd powers, enlarged by tbec. 
She fprings aloft, with elevated pride„ 
Above the tangling maft of low dcfires. 
That bind the Hnttesing crowd and, angel-wiagM,. 
The heights of fcience, and of virtue gains, 174.0 
Where all is calm and clear; with Nature round. 
Or in the ftarry regions, or th' abyfs. 
To Reafon's and to Fancy's eye difplay'd i 
The Firji up-tracing, from the dreary void,. 
The chain of causes and effeds to Him, 174? 
The world-producing Essence, who abne 

Poffeflcs 
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PoirdTet bfing ; while the Lafi recdvet 

The whole magnificence of heaven and earth. 

And every bcaaty, delicate or bold. 

Obvious or more remote, with livelier fenfe, 1750 

Diffnfive painted on the rapid mind. 

Tutor*© by thee, hence Poetrt exalts 
Her voice to ages ; and informs the page 
With mofic, image, fentiment, and thought. 
Never to die ! the treafore of mankind ! 
Their higheft honour, and their trueft joy ! 

Without thee what were unenlightened Man ? 
A favage roaming thro* the woods and wilds, 
In queft of prey ; and with th' nnfaihioned furr 
Rough-clad ; devoid of every finer art, ^760 
And elegance of life. Nor happineis 
Domeftic, mix'd of tendemefs and care. 
Nor moral excellence, nor focial blifs. 
Nor guardian law were his ; nor various fkill 
To turn the furrow, or to guide the tool 1765 - 
Mechanic ; nor the heaven-condufled prow 
Of navigation hold, that fearlefs braves 
The burning line or dares the wintry pole ; 
Mother fevere of infinite delights \ 
Nothing, fave rapine, indolence, and guUe, 1770 
And woes on woes, a ftill-revolving train ! 
Whofe hornd circle had made human life 
Than non-exiftcncc worfe : but, taught by thee. 
Ours are the plans of policy, and peace ; 
To live like brothers, and conjunftive all 1775 

Embellifii 
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Embellifh life. While thus laborious crowds 

Ply the tough oar. Philosophy directs 

The ruling helm ) or like the liberal breath 

Of potent HeaTen, invifibie, the fail 

Swells out, and bean th' inferior world along. 178a 

Nor to this evanefcent fpeck of earth 
Poorly confin'dy the radiant tra£b on high 
Are her exalted range $ intent to gaze 
Creation thro' ; and, from that full complex 
Of never-ending wonders, to conceive ly^f 
Of the Sot E Being right, who Jj!>pie the Word, 
And Nature movM complete. With inward view, 
Thence on th* ideal kingdom fwift (he turns 
Her eye ; and inflant, at her powerful glance, 
Th' obedient phantoms vanifh or appear 179® 
Compound, divide, and into order fhift, 
Each to his rank, from plain perception up 
To the fair forms of Fancy's fleeting train : 
To reafon then, deducing truth from truth ; 
And notion quite abftraft; where llrll begins 1795 
The v/orM of fpirits, aftion allj and life 
Unfettered, and unmixt. But here the cloud, 
So wills Ejernal Providence, fits deep. 
Enough for us to know that this dark ftate. 
In wayward paflions loft, and vain purfuits, iSoo 
This Infancy of Being, cannot prove 
The final Iflue of the worics of God, 
By boundlcfs Love and perfedl Wisdom formM, 
And ever rifing with the lifing mind. 

AUTUMN. 
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The Aacvkikkt. 



The fuhjtS propofid. Addreffed to Mr Onslow. A 
profptB of the fieldt ready for ham^eft. RefieHivm h 
prai/i of induftry rd/ed by that niie*w. Reaping* A 
tali relative to it, A barvejt ftorm. Shooting end 
bunting f their barbarity. A btdicrouj acconnt offin^ 
bunting* A view of an orchard* Watt'fhdt* A 
vintyard. A defcription of fogSf frequent in the htttt 
part of Autumn : whence a digreffiont enquiring into 
the rife of fountains and rivers* Birds of feafon con* 
Jideredf that now Jhift their habitation* The pro£r 
fious number of them that cover the northern axd 
wefiern ifles ^Scotland. Hence a view of the 
t$u9tfy* A profpeS of the difcolouredy fading woods* 
After a gentle dufy day^ moon-light. Autumnal mt» 
teors. Morning: to which fucceeds a calm^ pwre^ 
fun-Jbiny detyt fuch as ufuaify Jbuts up the feafon. Tbt 
bnrveft being gathered in 9 the country dijfolved in jey. 
The wboJe concludes with a panegyric on a phihfoplficti 
tomntry liftx 
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CROWNT) with the fickle and thcwheatcn flicaf, 
While Autumn, nodding o'er the yellow pl»in^ 
Comes jovial on ; the Doric reed once moret 
Well pleat'dy I tune. Whatever the Wintry froft 
Nitroas prepared ; the various-bloiTom'd Spring | 
Put in white promife forth ; and Summer-fant 
Conco6ted fUx>ng» rafh boundlefs now to view. 
Fall, perfect all, and fwell my glorious theme. 

Onslow ! the Mufe, ambitious of thy name. 
To grace, infpire, and dignify her fong, lO 
lyould from the PMc Fma thy gentle ear 
A while engage. Thy noble cares ihe knows, 
The patriot virtues that diftend thy though 
Spread on thy front, and in thy bofom glow ; 
While liftening fenates hang upon thy tongue, 15 
Devolviug thro' the maze of eloquence 
A roll of periods, fweeter than her fong. 
But ihe too pants for public virtue, (he, 
Tho' weak of power, yet (Irong in aiident wilU 
Whene'er her country rufhes on her heart, 
A/Tumes a bolder note, and fondly tries 
To mix the patriot's with the poet's flame. 

WHasr 
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When the bright Virgin gives the beauteous dayi, 
Aad Li^m wetgiis in •qoal Icalc^ the year ; 
From heaven's high cope the fierce effulgence Ihook 25 
Of parting Sununer, a ferener blue> 
WJrii golden light enliveaed, wide inverts 
The happy world. Attemper'd funs arife^ 
Sweet-beam'd, and (hedding oft thro* Ittcid clouds 
A pleafmg calm ; while broad, and brown, below 3^ 
Extenfive harvcds hang the heavy head.. 
Rich, fileut, deep, they (land ; for not « 
S.olls its light billows o'er the beadiag fl^la • 
A calm of plenty ! till the ruffied air 
Falls from its poife, and gives the breeze to blow* 3 J 
Rent ia the fleecy mantle of the (ky ; 
The clouds fly different ; and the fudden fun 
By fits effulgent gilds th' illumin'd field,' 
And black by fits the fliadows fweep along^ 
A gaily-chcdcer'd hem-txpandiBg viiew,. ifi- 
Far as circling eye can ihoot arouad. 
Unbounded tofii..^ in a flood of conu 

' Thbsb ere thy blefllngs. Industry ! migkpd«i«r! 
Whom labour ftill attends, and fweat, and paui y 
Yet the kind fource of every gentle art, 4f 
And all the foft civility of life : 
Raifes of human kind ! by Nature caft, 
Naked, and helplefs, out amid the woods 
And wilds, to rode inclement elements ; 
With. vmwM feeds of art deep in the mind $0 
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lantedy and^profafely p6ar*d attmnd 
erials infinke 1 but idle alj. 

MAeireftftd in th' unconfciotts breaft, 
t the lethargk powers ; corruption 
aciotfSy fwallowed what th» liberal hand 5} 
30unty fcatter'd o'er the favage year : 

ftill the fad barbarian, roving, mix'd 
i beafts of prey ; or for hk acorn-meal 
jht she fierce Cttfky boar ; a ihivering wretch t 
aft, and comfortlefa, when the bleak north, 60 
1 Winter charg'd, let the mix'd tempeft fly, 
, rain, and ihow, and bitter-breathing froft s 
n to the fhelter of the hut he fi^ ; 

the wild feafon, fordid, pin'd away* 
home he had not ; home is the refort 6j 
ove, of joy, of peace and plenty, where, 
sorting and fupported, poliih'd friends, 
dear relations mingle into blifs. 
:his the rugged favage never felt, 

defolate in crowds ; atid thus his days 76 
d heavy, dark, and anenjoy'dtjiing : 
ille of time ! till Indttstrv approach'd, * ' • 
roHs'd him from his miferable floth : 
acuities unfolded ; pointed out, 
re lavifh Nature the direaing hand 75 
rt demanded ; Ihew'd him how to raifc . » 
seble force by the mechanic powers, 
ig the mineral from the vaulted earth; 
hat to turn the piercing rage of fire, 

Oa 
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On what the torrmt, and the gathered blaft ; &> 

Give the tali ancient fbreft id his ax ; 

Tasght him to chip the wood, and hew the Aoo^ 

Till hf degrees the liniih'd hbnc roTe ; 

Tore from his limbs die blood-poUoted fan. 

And wrapt them in the woolly veftment warm, S5 

Or bright in glofly filk, and flowing lawn ; 

With wholefome viands 611'd his table, pour'd 

The generous glafs around, infpir'd to wake 

llie life-refining foul of decent wit : 

Nor ilopp'd at barren bare neceffity ; 90 

Bui ftill advancing bolder, led him on 

To pomp, to pleafure, elegance, and grace ; 

And, breathing high ambition thro' his foul* 

$et fcience, wifdom, glory in his view. 

And bade him be the Lord of all below. 95 

Then gathering men their natural powers cooh 
And fbrm'd a PMc ; to the general good [bia'd* 
Submitting, aiming, and conducing all. 
For this the P air ipt -Council met, the full, 
The free, and fairly rcp«fented Whole ; lOi 
For this they planned the holy guardian laws, 
Diftinguiih'd orders, animated arts. 
And with joint force Oppreffion chaining, fct 
Imperial Juftice at the helm ; yet fHU 
To them accountable : nor Haviih dream'd lej 
That toiling millions mull refign their weal> 

And 
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And all the honey c£ their fearch, to fach 

As for themfelves alone thcmfelves have rais'd. . 

HfiNCB every form of cultivated life 
In order fet, protected, and infptr'd 1 
Into perfedlion wrought. Uniting all. 
Society grew nuaieit)as, high, polite. 
And happy. Nurfe of art ! the city rear'd 
In beauteous pride her tower-encircled head ; * 
And, ftretching ftreet on ftreet, by thoufands drew, 115 
From twining woody haunts, or the tough, yew 
To bows ilrong-ftrainiiig, her afpiring fons. 

Then Commercs brought into the pnhlic walk 
The bufy merchant ; the big ware-houfe built ; 119 
Rais'd the ftrong crane ; choak'd up the loaded ilreet 
With foreign plenty ; and thy Aream, O Thames, 
Large, gentle, deep, majeilic, king of floods i 
Cho(e for his grand refort. On either hand. 
Like a long wintry foreft, groves of mafts 
Shot up their fpires i the bellying iheet between izj 
Poflefs'd the breezy void ; the footy hulk 
Steer'd (luggifii on ; the fplendid barge along 
Row'd, regular, to harmony ; around. 
The boat, light-ikimming, flretchM its oary wings ; 
Vhile deep the various voice of fervent toil 130 
From bank to bank increas'd ; whence ribb'd with oak. 
To bear the British Thunder, black, and bold. 
The roaring veflel rufh'd into the main. 

Then 
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Then too the pill&r'd dome, ttagmfic; heav'd 
Its ample it)of ; and Laxary wuhin t| 
Pour'd out her glittering ilores : the canvai fmoothi 
With glowing life protuberant, to the view 
Embodied rofe ; the ftatue feem'd to breathe. 
And foften into fiefh, beneath the touch 
Of forming art, imagination-floih'd* 14 

All is the gift of Industry ; whatever 
Exalts, embellifhes, and renders life 
Delightful. Penilve Winter cheer'd by him j 
Sits at the focial fire, and happy hears 
Th' excluded telnpcft idly rave along ; 14 
His harden'd fingers deck the gaudy Spring; 
Wkhout hitti Summer were an arid wafte ; 
Nor to th* Autvtnnal months could thus tranfmit 
Thofe full, mature, immeafurable ftores. 
That, waving Toond, recal my wandering fong. ij< 

Soon as the morning trembles o*er the flty,' 
And, unperceiv'd, unfolds the fpreading day ; 
Before the ripened field the reapers ftand. 
In fair array ; each by the lafs he loves. 
To bear the rougher part, and mitigate ly 
By namelefs gentle offices her toil. 
At Once they ftoop »id fwell the lufty (heaves ; ' ' 
While thro' their cbearful band the rural talk. 
Tile r6i^ fcandal, and the rural jeft, = 
Fly harmlefs, to deceive the tedioli* time, 16 
■ • • ■ An 
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deal unfelt the fultry hours away. 

id the mafter walks, builds up the Ihocks ; 

conscious, glancing oft on every fide 
ated eye, feels his heart heave with joy. 
gleaners {jpread around, and here and there, 165 
! after fpike, their fcanty harveft pick. 
>t too narrow, hufbandmen ! but Hing 

the full iheaf, with charitable Health, 
liberal handful. Think, oh grateful think ! 
good the God of Harvest is to you; 179 
pours abundance o*er your flowing fields ; 
e thefe unhappy partners of your kind 
-hover round yo6, like the fowls of heaven, 
afk their tumble dole. The various turns 
)rtune ponder ; that your fons may want 175 
: now, with hard reludlance, faint, ye give. 

IE lovely young Lavin'ia once had friends ; 
Fortune fmil'd, deceitful, on her birth, 
in her helplefs years depriv'd of all, 
ery ftay, fave Innocence and Heaven, i8# 
with her widow'd mother, feeble, .old, 
poor, liv'd in a cottage, far retir'd 
ig the windings of a woody vale ; 
litude and deep-furroundbg (hades, 
aore by balhful modefty, conccaPd. 1 85 

ther thus they ihunn'd the cruel fcorn 
h virtue, funk to poverty, would meet . 
giddy pafiion and low-minded pride : 
ft on Nature's common bounty fed ; 

G Like 
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Like the gay birds that fang them to repofe, 190 
Content, and carelefs of to-morrow's fare. 
Her form was frefher than the morning rofe» 
When the dew wets its leaves ; unftain'd, and pure. 
As is the lily, or the mountain fnow. 
The modeft virtues mingled in her eyes, 195 
Still on the ground dejeded, darting all 
Their humid beams into the blooming flowers : 
Or when the mournful tale her mother told. 
Of what her faithlefs fortune promis*d once, 
Thriird in her thought, they, like the dewy ftar 200 
Of evening, ihone in tears. A native grace 
Sat fair-proportion'd on her poliih'd limbs, 
Veil'd in a limple robe, their beft attire, 
beyond the pomp of drefs ; for lorelinefs 
.Needs not the foreign aid of ornament, - 205 
But is when unadom'd adorn'd the moft. 
Thonghtlefs of beauty, Ihe was beauty's ielf, 
Reclufe amid the clofe*embowering woods« 
As in the hollow breaft of Apfemmty 
Beneath the fhelter of encircling hills, 210 
A myrtle rifes, far fit^n human eye. 
And breathes its balmy fragrance o'er the wild; 
So flouriih'd blooming, and unfeen by all. 
The fweet Lavinia ; till, at length, compell'd 
By ftrong Neceffity's fupreme command^ 2i{ 
With fmiling patience in her looks, ihe went 
To glean Palbmon's fields. The pride of fwams 
Pa LEMON was, the generons, and the rich ; 
Who led the niral life in all its joy 

And 
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And ekgaiice» fach as Arcadian fong 
Tranfmits from ancient uncorrupted times ; 
When tyrant cuilom had not ihackled Man» 
Bot free to follow Nature was the mode. 
He then, his fancy with autumnal fcenes 
Amufingy chanc'd befide his reaper-train 
To walk, when poor Lavinia drew his eye ; 
Unconfcioas of her power, and turning quick 
With unaffeAed bluihes from his gaze i 
He faw her charming, but he faw not half 
The charms her down-caft modeHy conceal'd. 
That very moment love and cha^ deiire 
Sprung in his bofom, to himfelf unknown ; 
For ftiU the world prevailed, and its dread laugh. 
Which fcarce the firm philofopher can fcorn, 
Should his heart own a gleaner in the field : 235 
And thus in (ecret to his foul he figh'd* 

♦* What pity i that fo delicate a fbrm» 
By beauty kindled, where enlivening fenfe 
And more than vulgar goodnefs feem to dwell. 
Should be devoted to the rude embrace 249 
Of fome indecent clown ! She looks, methiaks. 
Of old AcASTo's line; and to my mind 
Recalls that patron of my happy life. 
From whom my liberal fortune took its rife ; 
Now to the duft gone down ; his houfes, landi^ 
And once fair-fpreading family, diifolv'd. 246 
*Tis faid that in fome lone obfcure retreat, 
Urg^d by remembrance iad, and decent pride, 

G ^ "Far 
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" Far ^^dvolefceaesvinc^kiOTttcbbeaa'divs, 
Hif aged widow aad Us dogfaKT fi«r» ijO 
^ \(liom yet frmtlds fearch cMld ncfcr fiad. 
" Romandc wilh ! wosld dds the danghirr woe!" 

Wk£v, ibid enqiiinsg, Itob kcHUf ^ fbud 
She was tlie fiune, the danghter of liis fiiend. 
Of bonndfbl Acasto ; who can fpeak 155 
The mingled paffions that forpris'd his heart. 
And duo* hu ncTTCs in fluvenng traoljpoft lan? 
Then bf az'd his fmother'd flajne, arowM, tmd boU ; 
And as he Tiew'd her, ardent, o'er and o^cr. 
Love, gradtodr, and pity wept at once. 260 
Confns'd, and frightened at his fodden tcan» 
Her riiing beandes flofli'd a higher Moom, 
As thus Palemox, paffionate, and juil, 
Poor'd oot the picas rapture of his Ibol. 

AvDartthonthenAcAsTo'sdearranains? 26j 
She, whom my refilefs gratitude hat fimght. 
So long in vsun ? O heavens ! the very fame. 
The foftened image of my noble friend. 
Alive his every look, his every feature. 
More elegantly tooch'd. Sweeter than Spring! 270 
Thou (ble furviving bloflbm from the root 
That nourifli'd up my fortune ! Say, ah where* 
** In what fequefter^d defart, haft thou drawn 
" The kindeft afped of delighted Hbaven f 
Into fuch beauty fpread, and blown fo fuxi 
Tho' poverty's cold wind^ and cmfhing ndn, 

** Beat 



AUTUMN. 125 



Beat keen, and heavy, on thy tender years ? 

O let me now, into a richer foil, 
* * Tranfplant thee fafe ! where vernal funs and (howersf, 

Diffafe their warmeil, larged influence ; 280 
"' And of my garden be the pride, and joy ! 
«« ni it befits thee, oh it ill befits 
" AcASTo's daughter, his whofe open (lores, 
** Tho' vaft, were little to his ampler heart, 
** The father of a country, thus to pick 285 
" The very refufe of thofe harveft-fields. 

Which from his bounteous friendihip l ef^oy. 
" Then throw that (hameful pittance from thy hand", 
" But ill apply'd to fuch a rugged taik ; 

The fields, the mailer, all, my fair, are thine; 290 
« If to the various blefiings which thy houfe 
" Has on me lavifli'd, thou wilt add that blifs, 
« That deareft blifs, the power of bleffing thee l'* 

Here ceas'd the youth; yet ftill his fpeaking eye 
£xprefs*d the tiered triumph of his foul, 295 
With confcious virtue, gratitude, and love. 
Above the vulgar joy divinely rai»'d» 
Nor waited he reply. Won by the charm 
Of goodneis irrefidible, and all 
In fweet diforder loft, ihc blufh'd confent. 300 
The news immediate to her mother brought. 
While, pier<^d with anxious thought, (he pin*d away 
The lonely moments for Lavinia's fate ; 
Amaz'd, and fcarce believing what ihe heard, 
Joy feiz'd her withered veins, and one bright gleam 
G 3 Of 
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or ietdng fife ftiOQe cm ha evtamg-hom : 306 
Not kfs ennptar'd duoi tie k^fnr pair; 
Wko floviih'd long in tender bfild, and rcv'd 
A Bomeroos ofispring, iordy like ihemMrcs, 
And good, the grace of all die comtiy ramuL po 

Defe ATI KG oft the labours of the year. 
The fultry iboth colleds a potcBt fabft. 
Ac fir^ the groTcs are fcarcely feen to flir 
Their trembling tops ; and a ftill mnrmor turn 
Along the Ibft-ioclining £elds of com. 3IJ 
But as the aerial tempeft fuller fveUs, 
And in one mighty ftream, invifible, 
Immenfey the whole excited atmolphere^ 
Impetaons roflies o'er the ibunding wodd % 
Strain'd to the root, the ftcMping foreft pom 320 
A raftling fhower of yet untimely leaves. 
High-beat, the circling mountains eddy in. 
From the bare wild, the diffipated fborm. 
And fend it in a torrent down the Tale. 
Kxpos'd, and naked, to its utmoft rage, 32$ 
Thro' all the fea of harveft rolling roand. 
The billowy plain floats wide ; nor can evade* 
l*ho' pliant to the blaft, its feizing force ; 
Or whirl'd in air, or into vacant chaff 
Shook wafte. And fometimes too a burfbof nun, 550 
Swept from the black horizon, broad, defcends 
In one continuous flood. Still over head 
The mingling temped weaves its gloom, and iBll 
The deluge deepens ; till the fields aroimd 
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led, from the hills, iniHunerable ftreams 

ramultuous roar ; and high above its banks 

The river lift ; before whofe rufhing tide, 

Eferds, flocks, and harvefts, cottages, and fwains, 34x3. 

[loll mingled down ; all that the winds had fpar'd 

!n one wild moment roin'd ; the big hopes, 

^nd well earn'd treafures of the painful year,. 

Pled to fome eminence, the hufbandman 

Helplefs beholds the miferable wreck 34^ 

Driving along ; his drowning ox at once 

Defcending, with his labours fcatter'd round. 

He fees ; and inflant o'er his fhivering thought 

Comes winter unprovided, and a train 

Of clamant children dear. Ye maders, then^ 350 

Be mindful of the rough laborious hand. 

That (inks you ibft in elegance and-eafe $ 

Be mindful of thofe limbs in ruffet clad 

Whofe toil to yours is warmth, and graceful pride f 

And oh be mindful of that fparing board, 355 

Which covers yours with luxury profufe. 

Makes your glafs fparkle, and your fenfe rejoi(;e ! 

Nor cruelly demand what the deep rains. 

And all-involving winds have, fwept away. 

Here the rude clamour of the fportfman's joy, 360 
The gun faft-thundering, and the winded horn. 
Would tempt the Mufe to fing the rural Game: 
How, in his mid-career,, the fpaniel fUock, 
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Stiff, by the tainted gale, with open nofe, 
Oatftretch'd, and finely fenfible, drmfs fall, . 36} 
Fearful, and cautions, on the latent prey ; 
As in the fun the circling covey ba(k . 
Their varied plumes, and watchfal every way, 
Thro* the. rough ftubble turn the fecreteye. 
Caught in the mefhy fnare, in vain they beat 37G 
Their idle wings, intangled more and more : 
Nor on the furges of the boundlefs air, 
Tho' borne triumphant, are they iafe ; the gun, 
Glanc'd juft, and fudden, from the fowler's eye 
O'ertakes their founding pinions ; and again, 37; 
Imn^ediate, brings them from the towering wing, 
Dead to the ground ; or drives them wide-difpers'd. 
Wounded, and wheeling various, down the wind. 

These are not fubje^ for thft peaceful Mufe, 
Nor will (he flain with fuch her fpotlefs fong ; 380 
Then moft delighted, when flie fecial fees 
The whole mix'd animal-creation round 
Alive, and happy. 'Tis not joy to her. 
This falfely-chearfttl barbarous game of death ; 
This rage of pleafure, which the refllefs youth 385 
Awakes, impatient, with the gleaming morn ; 
When beads of prey retire, that all night long, 
Urg'd by neceflity, had rang'd the dark, 
As if their confcious ravage lhun*d the light, 
Afham'd. Not fo the fleady tyrant Man, 390 
Who with the thoughtlcfs infolence of power 
Inflam'd, beyond the moll infuriate wrath 

Of 
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Of the word monftier that e'erroamM the wafte. 
For (port alone parfuet the cruel chace. 
Amid the beaxningi of the gentle days. 395 
Upbraid, ye ravening tribes, oar wanton rag!e» 
For hunger kindles you, and lawlefs want ; 
But laviih fed, in Nature's bounQf roU'd^ 
To jpy at anguiih, and delight in- blood, 
Ii what your horrid boibms . never knew. 400^ 
• 

Poor is the triumph o'er the timid hare I 
Scar'd from the corn, and now to fome lone feai 
Retir'd : the ruihy fen ; the ragged furze, 
Stretchfd o'er the ftony heath ; the ftubble chapt ; 
The thiftly lawn ;. the thick entangled broom $ 405, 
Of the fame friendly hue» the wither'd fern 
The fallow ground laid open to the fun, 
Goncodive ; and the nodding iandy bank. 
Hong o'er the n^azes of the monntain brook.. 
Vain is her beft precaution ; tho' (he fits 410 
G>nceard, with folded ears ; undeeping eyes. 
By Nature rais'd to take the horizon in ; 
And head couch'd dofe betwixt her hairy feet,. 
In a£i to fpring away^ The fcented dew 
Betrays her early labyrinth ; and deep, 415, 
In fcattcred fullea openings, far behind. 
With every breeze (he hears the coming'dorm. 
But nearer, and more frequent, as. it loads 
The fighing gale, (he fprings amaz'd, and all 
The favage foul of game is up at once : ^ia> 
The pack full-opening, various i the (brill horn. 

G s Re- 
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Refoanded from Uie hills ; the neighing fteed, 
"Wild for the chace ; and the lond hunter's fhoot ; 
O'er a weak> harmleisy Aying creature, all 
Mix'd in mad tomult, and difcordant joy. 43; 

The flag too, fingled from the herd, where long 
He rang'd the branching monarch of the fiiades, 
Before the tempefl drives. At firft, in fpeed 
He, fprightly, puts his faith ; and, rons'd by fear. 
Gives all his fwift aerial foul to flight; 430 
Againft the breeze he darts, that way the more 
To leave the leifening murderous cry behind : 
Deception fiiort ! tho' fleeter than the winds 
Blown o'er the keen-air'd mountain by the north, 
He burfts the thickets, glances thro' the glades, 43$ 
And plunges deep into the wildeft wood ; 
If flow, yet fure, adheiive to the track 
Hot-fteaming, up behind him come #gaia 
Th' inhuman rout, and from the ihady depth 
Expel him, circling thro* his every Ihift. 440 
He fweeps the fbrcft oft, and fobbing fees 
The glades, mild opening to the golden day ; 
Where, in kind conteft, with his butting friends 
He wont to ftruggle, or his loves enjoy. 
Oft in the fuU-defccnding flood he tries 445 
To lofe the fcent, and lave his burning fides : 
Oft feeks the herd ; the watchful herd, alarm'd. 
With fdfifli care avoid a brother's woe. 
What fliall he do ? His once fo vivid nerves. 
So full of buoyant fpirit, now no more 450 

in- 
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[re the couHe ; bat fainting breathlefs toil, 

y feizes on his heart : he ftands at bay ; 

puts his lail weak refuge in defpsdr, 

big roupd tears ran down his dappled fact i 

rroans in aoguifh ; while the growling pack, 455 

d-happy, hang at his fair jutting cheft, 

nyu-k his bes^uteous checker'd fides with gore* 

F this enough. But if the filvan youth, 
fe fervent blood boils into violencei 
have the chace ; behold, defpifing flight, 460 
rous'd-up lion, refolute, and flow, 
mcing full on the protended fpear, 
coward-band,, that circling wheel aloof, 
k from the cavern, and the troubled wood, 
he grim, wolf; on him his ihaggy foe. 46$ 
i^iive fixj and let the ruffian die : 
growling horrid, as the brindled boar 
s fell defbrudion, to the monger's heart 
he dart lighten from the nervous, arm. 

lESEBaiTAiNknowsnot; give, yeBaiTOKs, then 
fpprtive fury, pity lefs, to pour 471 
; on the nightly robber of the fold : 
. from his craggy winding haunts unearthed, 
.11 the thunder of the chace purfue. 
w the broad ditch behind you ; o'er the hedge 475 
-bound, refifUefs ; nor the deep morafs 
fe, but thro' the fliaking wildernefs 
your nice way ; into the perilous flood 

G 6 Bear 
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Bear fcarlefs, of the raging inftind fall ; 
And as yoa ride the torrent, to the banks 
Your triumph (bund fonorous, running rounds 
From rock to rock, in circling echbs toft ; 
Then fcale the mountains to their woody tops ; 
Rufh down the dangerous fteep ; and o^r the lawn, 
In fancy fwallowing up the fpace between, 49$ 
Pour all your fpced into the rapid game. 
For happy he 1 who tops the wheeling chace ; 
Has every maze evolvM, and every guile 
Difclos'd ; wha knows the merits of the pack ; 
Who faw the villain (eizM, and dying hard, 490^ 
Without complaint, tho* by an hundred mouths 
Relentlefs torn : O glorious he, beyond 
His daring peers ! when the retreating hom 
Calls them to ghofHy halh of grey renown. 
With woodland honours grac'd ; the fox's fiirr, 495 
Depending decent from the roof ; and fpread 
Round the drear walls, with andck figures fierce. 
The ftag's large- front : he then is loudeft heard. 
When the night ftaggers with feverer toits»* 
With feats Theffalian Centaurs never knew, 500^ 
And their repeated wonders (bake the dome. 

But firft the fuePd chimney blazes wide ; 
The tankards foam ; and the flrong table groans 
Beneath the fmoaking fiidoin, ftretch'd immenfe 
From fide to fide; in which, with defperate knife^ 505 
They deep incifion make, and talk the while 
Of Ekgland's glory, ne'er to be defaced 

5 WhUff 
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I hence they borrow vigour : or amain 
lie pally piungM, at intervals, 
nach keen can intervals allow* 5.10^ 
ing all the glories of the chace. 
fated Hunger bids his brother Thirfi 
ce the mighty bowl f the mighty bowU 
d high with fiery juice, ileams liberal round 
ent gale, delicious, as the breath 515^ 
lata to the love-fick fhepherde^, 
olets difftts'd, while foft ihe hears , 
•anting ihepherd ftealing to her arms, 
(ranting is the brown October, drawn^ 
re and perfedl, from his dark retreat 520 
irty years ; and now his honeft front 
^9 in the light refulgent, not afraid 
with the vineyard's bed produce to vie. 
leat the thirfty moments, whiil a while 
s his dull round, beneath a cloud of fmoak, ^ 2^. 
th'd^ fragrant, from the pipe; or the quick (Uce,. 
inder leaping from the box, awake 
bunding gammon : while romp-loving mifs. 
il'd about, in gallantry robuil.. 

' laft thefe puling idlenefles laid 
I, frequent and fulk, the dry divan 
in firm circle ; and fet, ardent, in 
brioua drinking. Nor evafion lly^ 
fober fhift, is to the puking wretch^ 
Ig'd apart j but earneft, brimming bowls 
every foul, the table floating round. 
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And pavement, futhlefs to the fuddled fdot» 

Thus as they fwim in mutual fwill, the tall^y 

Vociferous at once from twenty tongues, 53) 

Reels faft from theme to theme ; froinhorfef, houods, 

To church or miibrefs, politicks or ghoft* 

In endlefs mazes, intricate, perplcx'd. 

Mean-time, with fudden interruption, loud, 

Th* impatient catch burfts from the joyous heart ; 

That moment touch'd is every kindred foul ; 54; 

And, opening in a full-mouth'd Cty of joy. 

The laugh, the flap, the jocund curfe go round ; 

While, from their flumbers ihook, the kennel'd houbds 

Mix in the mufic of the day again. 

As when the temped, that has vex'd the deep 55a 

The dark night.long, with fainter murmurs falls: 

So gradual finks their mirth. Their feeble tonguef, 

Unable to take up the cumbrous word, 

Lie quite diiTolv'd. Before their maudlin eyes. 

Seen dim, and blue, the double tapers danqe, 555 

Like the fun wading thro' the mifty iky. 

Then, Aiding fbft, they drop. Conf^M above,. 

Glares and bottles, pipes and gazetteexs, ... I 

As if the table even itfelf was drunk. 

Lie a wet broken fcene ; and wide, below, j;6o 

Is heap'd the focial llaughter : where afiride 

The lu^ler Power in filthy triumph fits. 

Slumbrous, inclining ftill from fide to fide. 

And (leeps thedi drench'4 ia potent fleep till morn. 

P^haps fome dodor, of tremendous paunch, 569 

Awful and deep, a black abyfs of drink, 

4 Out- 
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Oftt-lives them fdl s ftnd from hit baiy'd flock 
Retiringy full of romination ftd. 
Laments the weakneis of thefe latter timet • 

But if the rongherjex by thii fierce fport 570 
b honied wild, let not fuch horrid joy 
E'er ftain the bofom of the BairitH Faiiu 
Far be the fpirit of the chace fiom them I 
Uacomely coaragCy unbefeeming (kill ; 
To fpring the fence, to rein the prancing fteed ; 57]^ 
The cap, the whip, the mafculine attire ; 
In which they roughen to the fenfe, and all 
The winning foftnefs of their fex is lofL 
In them 'tis graceful to diffoive at woe ; 
With every motion, every word, to wave 580 
Qgick o'er the kindling cheek the ready blnlh ; ' 
And from the fmalleft violence to (brink 
Une^^l, then the lovelieft in their fears ; 
And by this filent adulation, {ok. 
To their protedion more engaging Man* 58]^ 
O may their eyes no miferable fight. 
Save weeping lovers, fee ! a nobler game^ 
Thro' Love's enchanting wiles porfoed, yet fled. 
In chace ambiguous. May their tender limbs 
Float in the loofe fimpiicity of drefs ! ypo 
And, faihion'd all to harmony, alone 
Know they to feize the captivated foal. 
In rapture warbled from love^breathing lips ; 
To teach the lute to languifli ; with imooth ftep, 

Difdofing 
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Difclofing motion in its every chamiy 59; 

To fwim along, and-Twell the mazy dance ; 

To train the foliage o'er the fnowy lawn ; 

To guide the pencil, turn the tonefol page ; 

To lend new flavonr to the fruitful year. 

And heighten Nature's dainties : in thor race 600 

To rear -their graces into fecond life ; 

To give Society its higheH taftc ; 

Well-ordered Home Man's beft delight to make ; 

And by fubmiffive wifdom, modeft ikill> 

With every gentle care-eluding art, 60J 

To raife the virtues, animate the blifs. 

And fweeten all the toils of human life : 

This be the female dignity, and praife» 

Ye fwains now haflen to the hazel-bank ; £09 
Where, down yon dale, the wildly- winding brook 
Falls hoarfe from fteep to deep. In clofe arrays 
Fit for the thickets and the tangling ihxi^b^ 
Ye virgins come. For you their lateft fong 
The woodlands raife ; the cluftering nuts fol*. y<Mr 
The lover finds amid the fecret ihade ; 615 
And» where they burnifh on the topmoft bough,. 
With adive vigour crufhcs down the tree j 
Or fhakes them ripe from the reiigping hulk». 
A glofly fhower, and of an ardent brown^ 
As are the ringlets of Mellnda's hair: 620 
Melinoa I form'd with every grace complete^ 

Yet 
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?t thcfe negle£ling, above beauty wife, 
[id far tranfcending fuch a vulgar praife. 

Hence from the bufy joy-refounding fields, 
chearful error, let us tread the maze 625 
' Autumn, unconfin'd ; and tafte, reviv'd, 
le breath of orchard big with bending fruit. 
)edient to the breeze and beating ray, 
Din the deep-loaded bough a mellow ihower 
zeffknt melts away. The juicy pear 630 
ss, in a foft profufion, fcattered round, 
various fweetnefs fwells the gentle race ; 
Nature's all-refining hand prepared ; 
* temper'd fun, and watery earth,* and air, 
ever-changing compofition mixt. 635 
ch, falling frequent thro' the chiller night, 
le fragrant ftorcs, the wide-projeftcd heaps 
' apples, which the lufty-handed year, 
numerous, o'er the bluihing orchard ihakes. 
various fpirit, frelh, delicious, keen, 640 
veils- in their gelid pores : and, a6live, points 
le piercing cyder for the thirfty tongue : 
ly native theme, and boon infpirer too, 
iiLLiPs, Pomona* s bard, the fecond thou 
ho nobly durft, in rhyme- unfetter'd verfe, 645 
"ith British freedom fing the jBairisH fong: 
ow, from Silurian vats, high-fparkling wines 
»am in tranfparent floods ; feme ftrong, to cheer 
le wintry revels of the labouring hind ; 
nd tadeful fome^ to cool the fuminer-hours. 650 

Ik 
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In this glad feafoo, while his fweeteft beam;» 
The fun fheds equal o'er the meekened day ; 
Oh lofe me in the green delightful walks 
Of, DoDiNGTON, thy featy ierene and plain ; 
Where fimple Nature reigns ; and every view, 655 
DifFufive, fpreads the pure Dor/etian downs. 
In boundlefs profped ; yonder ihagg'd with wood. 
Here rich with harveil, and there white with flocb I 
Mean time the grandeur of thy lofty dome. 
Far-fplendid, feizes on the ravifh'd eye. 660 
New beauties rife with ekch revolving day ; 
New columns fwell ; and itill the freih Spring finds 
New plants to quicken^ and new groves to greea. 
Fall of thy genius all I the Mufes' feat : 
Where in the fecret bower, and winding walk, 66{ 
For virtuous Young and thee they twine the bay. 
Here wandering oft, £r'd with the reftleA thixft 
Of thy applaofe, I folitary court 
n Th' infpiring breeze : and meditate the book 

Of Nature ever open ; aiming thence, 67O 
Warm from the heart, to learn th^ moral (bng. 
Here, as I ileal along the funny wall. 
Where Autumn balks, with fruit empurpled deep. 
My pleafing Theme continual prompts my thought: 
Frefents the downy peach ; the (hining plum ; 675 
The ruddy, fragrant neftarine ; and dark. 
Beneath his ample leaf, the Infcious fig. 
The vine too here her curling tendrils (hoots y 
Hangs out her cluilers, glowing to the fouth^ 
And fcarcely wibes for a wanner (ky. dSor 

Turk 
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Turn we t moment Fancy's rapid flight 
To vigorous foils, and dimes of fair extent ; 
Where, by the potent fan elated high. 
The vineyard fwells refulgent on the day ; 
Spreads o'er the vale ; or up the mountain climbs> 
Profufe ; and drinks amid the funny rocks, 686 
From cliiF to cliff encreas'd, the heightened blaze. 
Low bend the weighty boughs. The cluilers clear. 
Hair thro' the foliage feen, or ardent flame. 
Or fliine tranfparent ; while perfe«^on breathes 690 
White o'er the turgent film the living dew* 
As thus they brighten with exalted juice, 
Touch'd into flavour by the mingling ray ; 
The rural youth and virgins o'er the field. 
Each fond for each to cull th' auitumnal prime, 695 
Exulting rove, and fpeak the vintage nigh. 
Then comes the cruQiing fwain ; the country floats^ 
And foams unbounded with the mafhy flood ; 
That by degrees fer.TicnteJ, and refin'd. 
Round the rals'd naiion^ pours the cup of joy : 700 
The claret fmooth, red as die lip we prefs 
In fparkling fancy, while we drain the bowl ; 
The mellow-tafled burgundy ; and quick. 
As is the wit it gives, the gay champaign. 

Now, by the cool declining year condens'd, 70^ 
Deicend the copious exhalations, check'd 
As up the middle fky unfeen they dole. 
And roll the doubling fogs around the hill. 
No more the mountain, horrid,. vafl» fufalime» 

Who. 
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Who pours a fweep of rivers from his fides, '719 
And high between contending kingdoms rears 
The rocky long divifion, fills the view 
With great variety ; bat in a night 
Of gathering vapour, from the baffled fenfc 
Sinks dark and dreary. Thence expanding for, 7IJ 
The huge dufk, gradual, fwallows up the plain : 
Vanifli the woods ; the dim-feen river feems 
Sullen, and flow, to roll the mifty wave. 
Even in the height of noon oppreft, the fun 
Sheds weak, and blunt, his wide-refraded ray ; 720 
Whence glaring oft, with many a broadened orb, 
He frights the nadons. Indiftindt on earth. 
Seen thro' the turbid air, beyond the life • 
Objefls appear ; and, wilder'd, o'er die wafie 
The Ihepherd ftalks gigantic. Till at lafl 72}' 
Wreath'd dun around, in deeper circles ftill 
Succeffive clofing, fits the general fog 
Unbounded o'er the world ; and, mingling thick, 
A formlefs grey confufion covers all. 
As when of old (fo fung the Hebrew Bard) 730 
Light, uncolle6t«d, thro' the chaos urg'd 
Its infant way ; nor Order yet had drawn 
His lovely train from out the dubious gloom. 

These roving mifis, that conflant now begm 
To fmoak along the hilly country, thefe^ 735 
With weighty rains, and mehed Alpine fnows. 
The mountain-cilterns fill, thofe ample fbres 
Of water, fcoop'd among the hollow rocks^; 

Whence 
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gufh the ftreams, the ceafelefs fountains play, 
ir unfailing wealth the rivers draw. 740 
;es fay, that, where the numerous wave 

lafhes the refounding ihore, 

bro' the fandy flratumy every way, 

ers with the fandy ftratum rife ; 

liofe angles infinitely lh:ain'd» y^f 

rfnl leave their jaggy falts behind, 

u* and fweeten, as they foak along* 

s the reftlefs fluid, mounting ftill, 

oft amidft th' irriguaus vale it fpriags ; 

le mountain courted by the fand, y^m 

da it darkling on in faithful ma2se, 

i the parent-main, it boils again 

X) day ; and all the glittering hill 

: with fpouting rills. But hence this vain 

dream ! why fhould the waters love 755 

fo far a journ^iy to the hills, 
le fweet valleys offer to their toil 

quiet, and a nearer bed ? 

y blind ambition led ailray, 

uft afpire ; why fhould they fudden flop y6m 

the broken mountain's ruihy dells, 

e they gain its higheft peak, defert 

adive fand that charm'd their couife fo long ? 

the hard agglomerating falts, 
il of ages, would impervious choak 765 
ta-et channels ; or, by flow degrees, 

the hills protrude the fweliing vales : 
ran too, fttck'd thro' the porous globc^ 

Had 
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Had long ere now forfook his horrid bed. 

And brought Deucalimh watry times again. 779 

Say then, where lark the vaft eternal ipringti 
That, like CREATING Naturb, lie conceal'd 
From mortal eye, yet with their larifli (k>res 
Refxeih the globe, and all its joyous tribes i 
O thou pervading Gemusf given to Man, 77$ 
To trace the fecrets of the dark abyfs, 
O lay the mountains bare ! and wide di/play 
Their hidden ftruatire to th' aftonifh'd view ! 
Strip from the branching jlJps their piny load ; 
The huge incumbrance of horrific woods 7S0 
From JfioM Taurus y from Imaus (Iretch'd 
Athwart the roving T irtar^s fullen bounds ! 
Give opening Hmus to my fearching eye. 
And high Olympus pouring many a dream I 
O from the founding fummits of the north, 7S5 
The Dofnue Hills, thn>' Scamiina'uia roU'd 
To fartheft Lapland ^nd the frozen main ; 
From lofty Caucqfus, far-feen by thofe 
Who in the Cajpian and black. £tfxxM toil ; 
From cold Ripbean Rocks, which the wild Rufi 796 
Believes the *Jfo»y girdle of the world ; 
And all the dreadful mountains, wrapt in Aormt 
Whence wide Siberia draws her lonely floods ; 
O fweep th' eternal fnows ! Hung o'er the deep, 

* The M^fitvittt call the Jttpbean Moaataios Welild Crn^ 
fiyptjt, that ii, the gnst fiony Cirdln becaofe tfaej fof pole thc0 
to cncMqpaA the wMk earth. 

That 
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liat ever works ^neath his founding bafe, 795 
ids AtUut propping heaven, as Poeu feign» 
[is fubterranean wonders fpread ! nnveii 
'he miny cavenrs, blazing on the day, 
>f AhyJpfML*^ clottd-convpelling cliiFs, 
.nd of the lending ^ Mounttdns of the M4on / ^00 
>'crtopptng all thcfe giant-fons of earth, 
et the dire Jndes^ from the radiant Line 
tretch'd to the -ftormy feas that thunder round 
'he fouthem pole, their hideous deeps unfold ! 
Linazing fcene ! Behold ! the glooms difclofe, 805 
fee the rivers in their infant beds ! 
Icep, deep I hear them, laboring to get free ! 
fee the leaning ftrata, artful rangM ; 
The gaping fifiures to receive the rains, 
[lie melting fnows, and ever-dripping fogs. 810 
itrow'd bibulous above I fee the fands, 
The pebbly gravel next, the layers then 
>f mingled moulds, of more retentive earths. 
The gutter'd rodks and mazy-running ctefh j 
That, while the ftealing moillure they tranfmzt, 9 15 
Retard its motion, and forbid its wafte. 
ieneath th'inceflant weeping of thefe drams, 
; fee the rocky fiphons ftretch'd immenfe. 
The mighty refervoirs, of hardened chalk, 
Dr fliff compacted day, capacious formed. 820 
D'erflowing thence, the congregated ftores. 
The cryflal treafures of the liquid world, 

* A range of moaatauu ia Jfrkg, that f«ff oiiad almoft afi 

TW 
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Thro' the ftirr'd fands a babbling pafTage borft; 

And welling cat, around the middle ibep. 

Or from the bottoms of the bofom'd hills, Sij 

In pore efFufion flow. United, thus, 

Th* exhaling fun, the vapour-burdened air. 

The gelid mountains, that to rain condensed 

Thefe vapours in continual current draw. 

And fend them, o'er the fair-divided earth, 830 

In bounteous rivers to the deep again, 

A focial commerce hold, and firm fupport 

The fuU-adjulled harmony of things. 

Whbn Autumn fcatters his departing gleams, 
Wam'd of approaching Winter, gathered, play 835 
The fwallow-people ; and tofs'd wide around. 
O'er the calm Iky, in convolution fwift. 
The feathered eddy floats : rejoicing once. 
Ere to their wintry flumbers they retire i 
In cluflers clung, beneath the mouldring bank, 840 
And where, unpierc'd by froft, the cavern fweats. 
Or rather into warmer climes convey'd. 
With other kindred birds of feafbn, there 
They twitter chearful, till the vernal months 
Invite them welcome back : for, thronging, now 845 
Innumerous wings are in conunotion all. 

Where the Rhi/te lofes his majeilic force 
In Belgian plains, won from the raging deep. 
By diligence amazing, and the ftrong 
Unconquerable hand of Liberty, i^o. 
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)rk-aireinbl)r meets ; for many a day, 

ting deep, and various, ere they take 

arduoos voyage thro* die liquid iky. 

ow their rout deiign'dy their leaders choTe, 

:ribes adj ufled, cleaned their vigorous wings ; 85 $ 

lany a circle, many a Ihort efiay^ 

'd round and round, in congregation full ^ 

i;ured flight afoends ; and, riding high 

trial billows, mixes with the cloikU. 

where the Northmt ocean, in vaft whirls, 860 

ound the naked melancholy ifles 

theft and the ^/iW/r furge 

in among the ftormy Hebrides | 

an recount what tranfmigrations there 

nuaimade? what nations come and go? 86j 

9W the living clouds on clouds arife ? 

I wings I till all the plume-dsirk air, 

ide lefounding fhore are one wild cry. 

LE the plain harmlefs native his fmall flock> 
erd diminutive of many hues, S70 
on the little iiland's verdant fwell, 
epho'd's fea-girt reign ; or, tp the rocks 
inging, gathers hii ovarious fbod ; 
tps the filhy fhore ; or treafures up 
umage, rifing full, to form the bed 875 
:ury. And here a while the Mufe, 
lovering o'er the broad cerulean fcene^ 
ALEDONiA, in romantic view ; 

li Her 
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Her airy mountains, from the waving main, 

Invefted with a keen diffufivc (ky, 880 

Breathing the foul acute ; her forefts huge, 

Inculj, robuft, and tall, by Nature's hand 

Planted of old ; her azure lakes between, 

Pour'd out extenfive, and of watry wealth 

Full; winding deep, and green, her fertile vales j 88j 

With many a cool tranflucent brimming flood 

Wafli'd lovely, from the Tiuetd (pure parent Jtrtanh 

Whofe paftoral banks firft heard my Doric reed. 

With, filvan Jtd^ thy tributary brook) 

To where the north-inflated tempeft foams 890 

O'er Orra's or Betubium\ higheft peak : 

Nurfe of a people, in misfortune's fchool 

Train'd up to hardy deeds ; foon vifited 

By Learnings when before the Gothic rage 

She took her weflern flight. A manly race» 895 

Of unfubmitting fpirit, wife and brave ; 

Who Hill thro' bleeding ages ftruggled hard, 

(As well unhappy Wallace can attefl. 

Great patriot-hero ! ill-requited chief !) 

To hold a generous undiminifli'd flate ; 900 

Too much in vain ! Hence of unequal bounds 

Impatient, and by tempting glory borne 

O'er every land, for every land their life 

Has flow'd profufe, their piercing genius planned. 

And fwell'd the pomp of peace their faithful toil. 905 

As from their own clear north, in radiant ftreams, 

pHght over £urope burjfts the B$realMom. 

Oh 
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i there not fome patriot^ in whofe power 
rfty that godlike Luxury is placed, 
[ing thoufands, thoufands yet unbc^, 910 
ite pofterity ? fome, large of foul, 
ir dejedied induftry ? to give • 
le harveft to the pining fwain ? 
ich the labouring hand the fweets of toil ? 
>y the ftneft art, the native robe 915 
ve J how, white as hyperborean fnow, 
Q the lucid lawn ; with venturous oar 
dafh wide the billow ; nor look on, 
iilly paffivc, while Bata^ian fleets 
i us of the glittering finny fwarms, 920 
cave our friths, and croud upon our (hores i ■ 
l-^enlivening trade to roufe, and wing 
ofperous fail, from every growing port,. . 
r*d^ round the fea*incircled globe ; 
us, in foul united as in name, 92$ 
iTAiN reign the miftrefs of the deep ? 

'there are fuch. And full oh thee, Argyll, 

pe,: her flay, her darling, and her boaf(, 

ler firft patriots and her heroes fprung, 

nd imploring Country turns her eye ; 930 

, with all a mother'a- triumph, fees 

cry virtue, every grace combin'd, 

nius, wifdom, her engaging turn, > j . ^ 

ide of honour, and her' courage trjr'd, ^ • * 

and intrepid, in the very throat - ^35^' 

3uro u$ \yar, ■ on T4iii€r*B dreadful- fiekk - 

H2 Nor 
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Nor Ids the palm of peace inwreithes thy biow : 
For, powerful as thy fword, from thy rich tongue 
Perfuafion iftws, and wms the high debate ; 
While mix'd in thee combine the charm of yonth, 940 
The force of manhood, and the depth of age. 
Thee, Forbes, too, whom every worth attends, 
As tmth fincere, as weeping friendfhip kind. 
Thee, truly generous, and in £lence great* 
Thy country feels thro' her reviving arts, 94J 
Plann'd by thy wifdom, by tl^y ibul informed ; 
And feldom has flie known a friend like thee. 

But fee the fading many-colonr'd woods. 
Shade deepening over fliade, the country round 
Imbrown ; a crowde4 umbrage, dufic, and don, jjo 
Of every hue, frcmi wa^ declining geeen 
To footy dark. Thef^ now the lonefbme Mnfe» 
Low-whifpering, lead into their leaf-ftrown walks. 
And give the leafon in its jaij^ft view. 

Mkak^t I ME, light-fhadowing aU, a febec calza 955 
Fleeces unbofinded ether ; wh^fci Ipaft wave 
Stands tremulous, uncertain where to turn 
T(he gentle cun^ei^t : while illumin'd wide. 
The dewy-ikjrted clouds imbibe the. fun. 
And thro' their lucid veil his foftened force 960 
Shed o'er the peaceful world* Then is die time. 
For thofe y^hom wifdom and whom Nature charm, 
T;0 fteal themfelves from the degenerate crowd. 
And foar iij)QYe tlua Itftte fcene of things ; 
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To tread lowtfaoughted vice beneath their feet ; 965 
To foothe the throbbing paffions into peace ; 
And woo kme ^uut in her filent walks. 

Thvs ioHtary, and in penfive gniie, 
C}ft let me wander o'er the mfiet mead. 
And thro' the iaddened grove, where fcarce is heard 970 
One dying ftrain, to chear the woodman's toil. 
Haply feme widowed ibngfter poors his plaint. 
Far, in faint warblings, thro' the tawny copfe. 
While congre^ted thrnflies, linnets, larks. 
And each wild throat, whofe artle^tetnsiblate 97; 
Swell'd all the mmiic of the fwarmiog fiiadcs, 
Bobb'd of their timefol fonlt^ now fliivering fit 
On the dead tree, a doll deipondent flock ; 
With not a brightneft waving o'er their plomet , 
And Might iave chattering difcord in their note. 980 
O let not, aini'd/ron» fome inhoman cyc» 
Tt^t gnn the mofic of the coming year 
I>eftrpyi atfdharmle(s, onfikfpeding haAn^ 
Lay the weak tribes a miferable prey. 
In mingled milrder, flattering on the ground 1 981; 

.Thb pale defcending year, yet pleafing Mil, 
A gentlo' mood infpiies ; for now the leaf 
laceflant rallies fma. the moomfol grove; 
Oft flartling foch as, flodioos, walk below» 
And flowly circles thro' the wavii^ air. 
Bat flioald a quicker breeze amid the boughs 
Sob, o'er the iky theleafy deligc fireams ; 
H3 
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Till choak'dy and matted with the dreary Ihower, 
The forefl-walks, at every rifing gale, 
' Roll wide the withered wafte, and whiftle bleak. 995 
Fled is the blafted verdure of the fields ; » 
Andy fhrunk into their beds, the flowery race 
Their funny robes refign. Even what remained 
Of ftronger fruits falls the naked tree ; 
And woods, fields, gardens, orchards, all around looe 
The defolated profped thrills the foul. 

He comes! he comes! in every breeze the Fowek 
Of Philosophic Melancholy comes 1 
His near approach the fudden-flarting tear. 
The glowing cheek, the mild dejedled air, looj 
The foftened feature, and the beating heart, 
Pierc'd deep with many a virtuous pang, declare* 
O'er all the foul his facred influence breathes ! 
Inflames imagination*; thro* the breaft 
Infufes every tendemefs ; and far loio 
Beyond dim earth exalts the fwelling thought. 
Ten thoufand thoufand fleet ideas, fuch • 
As never mingled with the vulgar dream. 
Croud faft into the Mind's creative eye. 
As faft the correfpondent paeons life, ' 1015 
As varied, and as high : Devotion rais'd 
To rapture, and divine aftoniihment ; ' 
The love of Nature unconfin'd, and, chief. 
Of human race ; the large ambitious wifli. 
To make them bleft; the figh for fuflering worth 1020 
Loft in obfcuri^ ; the noble fcorn . . . : : . 
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Of tyrant pride ; the fearlefs great re&lve ; 
The wonder which the dying patriot draws> 
Jnfpiring glory thro' remoteft time ; 
Th' awaken'd throb for virtue, and for fame ; 
The fympathies of love, and friendihip dear ; 
With all the focial Offspring of the heart. 

Oh bear me then to vaft embowering lhades. 
To twilight groves, and vifionary vales ; 
To weeping grottoes and prophetic glooms ; 
Where angel forms athwart the folemn du(k» 
Tremendous fweep, or feem to fweep along ; 
^And voices ^lore than human, thro' the void 
Deep-founding, feize th' enthuiiaftic ear! 

Or is this gloom too much ? Then lead, ye powers. 
That o'er the garden and the rural feat 1036 
Prdide, which ihining thro' the chearful land 
In conntlefs numbers ^leil Britannia fees ; 
O lead me to the wide-extended walks. 
The fair majeftic paradife of Stowe * I 1040 
Not Perfian Cyrus 00 lomah (hort 
E'er faw fuch filvan fcenes ; fuch various art 
By genius fir'd, fuch ardent genius tam'd 
By cool judlciottf art ; that, in the ilrife. 
All-beauteous Nature fears to be outdone. 104$ 
And there, O Pitt, thy country's early boaft. 
There let me fit beneath \he (heltered (lopes. 
Or in that f Temple where, in future times, 

^ The feat of the Lord VifcoanC Cobbam. 
f The Temple of Virtoe in Sfnoe^ardetu, 

H 4 Thou 
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Tboa well ihalt merit a dMingulfb'd name ; 

And, with thy converfe bleil» catch the laft fmilt5 1050 

Of Autumn beaming o*er the yelbw woods. 

While there with thee th* inchanted round I walk, 

The regulated wild, gay Fancy then 

Will tread in thought the groves oi Attic Land \ 

Will fft>;n thy flandard tafte refine her own, 1055 

Correct her pencil to the pureft truth 

Of Nature, or, the nnimpaflion'd fhades 

Forfaking, raife it to the human mind. 

Or if hereafter fhe, with jufter hand. 

Shall draw the tragic fcene, inilrud her thou, 1o6q 

To mark the varied movements of the hearty 

What every decent charadUr requires. 

And every paffion fpeaks : O thro' her fttain 

Breathe thy pathetic eloquence ! thnt motiMa 

Th' attentive fcnate, charms^ perfaade^, exalts, 10% 

Of honeft zeal th' indignant lighiiDing ihtomu 

And (hakes corruption on her venal throne. 

While thus we talk, and thro' Etyfiem Vakg 

Delighted rove, perhaps a £gh efcapes : 

What pity. Cob ham, thou thy verdant files 1070 

Of ordered trees fiiotddil here inglorions xange^ 

Indead of fquadrons flaming o'er the field. 

And long-embattled hofts ! when the proud foe 

The faithlefs vain difturberpf mankind, 

Infulting GauU has rous'd die world lo war ; 1075 

When keen, once more, within their bounds to pids 

Thofe poliih'd robbers, thofe ambittous flavts. 

The 
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The British Youth would hail thy wife Comdiaud, 
Thy tempered ardctf and thy veteran ikiU. 

Thj^ weftdrn fan withdraws the (hortened day; 1080 
And humid evening, gliding o'er the (ky. 
In her chill progrefs, to the ground cdndens'd 
The vapours throws. Where creeping waters p02e^ 
Where marfhes (lagnate, and where rivers wind, ' 
Cluftef the rolling fogs, and fwim along 1085 
The dufky mantled lawn* Mean-while the mocm 
Fnll-orb'd, and breaking thro' the fcatter'd clouds* 
Shews her broad vifage in the crimfon'd eaft* 
Turn'd to the fun dired, her fpotted difk. 
Where mountains rife, umbrageous dales deicend, 1090 
And caverns deep, as optic tube defcries^ 
A fmalier earth, gives us his blaze again. 
Void of its flame, and (beds a fofter day. 
Now thro' the paffing cloud ihe feems. to {loop, 
Now up the pure cerulean rides fublime. lo^j 
Wide Jhe pale deluge floatl» and flreaming mild 
(yer the^flLy'd moutatao^ to thp ihadowy vale. 
While rocks and floods refled )the quivering gleam. 
The whole air whitens with a boundlefs tide 
Of fxlver il&diancef treinhling rpund the world. 1100 

But when half-blotted frcmi the iky her light. 
Fainting, permits the flarry fires to burn 
With keener luib-e thro' the depth of heayen ; 
Or near extindl.her deadened orb appears. 
And fcarce appears, of fickly beamleis white ; tio^ 
H 5 Oft 
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Oft in this feafon, filent from the north 
A blaze of meteors flioots : enfweeping firft 
The lower fkies, they all at once converge 
High to the crown of heaven, and all at once 
Relapfing quick, as quickly reafcend, 1 1 IP 

And mix, and thwart, extinguifh, and renew. 
All ether couriing in a maze of light. 

From look to look, contagious thro' the crowd, 
The panic runs, and into wondrous ihapes 
Th* appearance throws: Armies in meet array, 1115 
Throng*d with aerial fpears, and ileeds of fire ; 
Till the long lines of full-extended war 
In bleeding fight commixt, the fanguine flood 
Rolls a broad flaughter o'er the plains of heaven* 
As thus they fcan the viiionary fcene, 11 20 

On all fides fwells the fuperilitious din. 
Incontinent ; and bufy frenzy talks 
Of blood and battle ; cities overtumM, 
And late at night in fwallowing earthquake funk, 
Or hideous wrapt in fierce afcending flame ; 1125 
Of fallow famine, inundation, florm$ 
Of peflilence, and every great diftrefs ; 
Empires fubvers'd, when ruling fate has flruck 
The unalterable hour : even Nature's felf 
Is dcem'd to totter on the brink of time. njo 
Not fo the Man of philofophic eye, " 
And infpeft fage ; the waving brightnefs he 
Curious furveys, inquifitive to know 

.The 



caufes, and inateriah, yet'unfix'dy 

bis appearance beautiful and new. 1135 

ow blacky and deefp, the night begins to fall» 

ade imm^nfe. Sunk in the quenching gloom» - 

niHcent and vaft, are heaven and earth. 

r confounded lies ; all beauty void j 

iftion loft ; and gay variety 1 140 

univerfal'blot : fuch the fair power 

ght, to kindle and create the whole. 

r is the ftate of the benighted wretch, 

then, bewilder'd, wanders thro' the dark, 
of pale fancies, and chimera's huge ; 114J 
i^ifited by one diredlive ray, 

cottage ftreaming, or from airy hall, 
tps impatient as he ilumbles on, 
k from the root of flimy rufties, blue, 
ivild-fire fcatters round, or gathered trails 1150 
igth of flame deceitful o'er the mofs : 
her decoy'd by the fantaftic blaze, • 
loft and now rencw'd, he finks abforpt, 
- and horfe, amid the miry gulph : 
e ftill, from day to day, his pining wife, 1 155 
plaintive children his return await. 
Id conjedure loft. At other times^ 
by the better Genius of the night, 
ious, gleaming on the horfe's mane, 
neteor fits ; and Ihews the narrow path, 1160 
winding leads thro* pits of death, or elfe 
6ls him how to take the dangerous ford* 

H6 Thi 
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The lengthened night elaps'd, the morning IhuMi 
Serene, in all her dewy beauty bright. 
Unfolding fair the laft autumnal day. 11(5 
And now the moundng fun difpels the fog ; 
The rigid hoar-fioft melts before his beam ; 
And hung on every fpray, on every blade 
Of grafs, the myriad dew-drops twinkle iOond» 

Ah fee where robb*d, and murder'dyin that pit 1 170 
Lies the flill heaving hive ! at evening fnatch'd. 
Beneath the cloud of guilt-concealing night. 
And fix'd o'er fulphur : while, not dreaming ill. 
The happy people, in their waxen cells. 
Sat tending public cares, and planning fchemes 117$ 
Of temperance, for Winter poor ; rejoiced 
To mark, full flowing round, their copious ftofes» 
Sudden the dark oppreflive Heam afcends } 
And, us'd to milder fcents, the tender race. 
By thoufands, fumble from their honeyed domes, 1180 
Convolved, and agonizing in the duft. 
And was it then for this you roam'd the Spring, 
Intent from flower to flower ? for this you toii'd 
Ceafelefs the burning Summer-heats away ? 
For this in Autumn fearch'd the blooming wafte, 1 1S5 
Nor loft one funny gleam ? for this fad fate ? 
O man ! tyrannic lord ! how long, how long. 
Shall proftrate Nature groan beneath your rage. 
Awaiting renovation ? When obliged, 
Muft you deftroy ? Of their ambroflal food 1 190 
Can you not borrow ; and, in joft return, 

Afibrd 
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Afford them (hclter from the wintry winds ; 

Or, as the fharp year pinches, with their own 

Again regale them on feme finiling day ? 

See where the ftony bottom of their town 1195 

Looks defolate, and wild ; r ith here and there 

A helplefs number, who thtvjruin'd ftate 

Survive, lamenting weak, caft out to death. 

Thus a proud city, populous and rich, 

Full of the works of peace, andliigh in joy, 1200 

At theatre or feaft, or fiink in flccp, 

(As late, Palermo, was thy fate) is feiz'd 

By fome d|:ead earthquake, and convuliive hurl'd. 

Sheer from the black foundation, ilench-involv'd. 

Into a gulph of blue fulphureous flame. 1205 

Hence every hariher fight ! for now the day. 
O'er heaven and earth diffusM, grows warm, and high* 
Infinite fplendor ! wide inveding all. 
How flill the breeze 1 iave what. the filmy threads 
Of dew evaporate bruihes from the plain. laip 
How clear the cloudleis fky 1 how deeply ting'd 
With a peculiar blue ! the ethereal arch 
How fweil'd immenfe ! amid whofe azure thron'd 
The radiant fun how gay! how calm below 
The gilded earth ! the harveft-treafures all laij 
Now gather'd in, beyond the rage of florms. 
Sure to the fwain ; the circling fence fhut up ; 
And inftant Winter's utmoft rage def/'d. 
While, loofe to feftive joy, the country round 
Laughs with the loud rincerify of mirth, 1220 
Shook to the wind their cares. Tkf toU-ftrung youth 

By 
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By the quick ieaSt of moSc unght alone. 
Leaps wildly gracefid in the lirelj dance. 
Her every charm abroad, the village-toaft, 
Yoang, biuom, warm, in native beanty rich, 1225 
Daru not-nnmeaning looks ; and, where her eye 
Points an approving iinile, with doable force. 
The codgel rattles, and the wreftler twines. 
Age too (hines oot ; and, garmloos, recounts 
The feats of youth. Thus they rejoice ; nor thbk 
That, with to-morrow's fun, their annual toil 1231 
Begins again the never-ceafing round. 

Oh knew he but his happinefs, of Meii 
The happiell he ! who far from public rage. 
Deep in the vale, with a choice Few retir'd, 1235 
Drinks the pure pleafures of the Rural Life. 
What tho' the dome be. wanting, whofe proud gate, 
Each morning, vomits out the fneaking crowd 
Of flatterers falic, and in their turn abusM ? 
Vile intercourfe ! What tho' the glittering robe, 1246 
Of every hue reftedcd light can give. 
Or floating loofc, or ftifF with mazy gold. 
The pride and gaze of fools ! opprefs him not ? 
What tho', from utmoft land and fea purvey'd. 
For him each rarer tributary life 1 245 

Bleeds not, and his infatiate table heaps 
With luxury, and death ? What tho' his bowl 
Flames not with coflly juice ; nor funk in beds. 
Oft of gay care, he tofles out the night. 
Or melts the thoughtlefs hours in idle ftate f 1 250 
What tho' he knows not thofe fantaftic joys. 
That iUll amufe this wanton, iUll deceive ; 

A face 
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ace of pleafure, but » heart of pain 

nr hollow moments undelighted all ? 

e peace is his; a folid life, eflranged 1255 

difappointmenty and fallacious hope : 

h in content, in Nature's bounty rich, 

le/bs and fruits ; whatever greens the Spring, 

len heaven defcends in fhowers ; or bends the bough 

Lcn Summer reddens, and when Autumn beams $ 

in the wintry glebe whatever lies 1261 

iceaPd, and fattens with the richeft fap : 

sfe art not wanting ; nor the milky drove, 

curiant, fpread o'er all the lowing vale ; 

r bleating mountains ; nor the chide of ftreams, 

d hum of bees, inviting deep fincere 1266 

3 the guiltlefs breail, beneath the. fhade, 

thrown at large amid the fragrant hay ; 

r ought befides of profpedt, grove, or fong^ . 

n grottoes, gleaming lakes, and fountain clear. 1 270 

re too dwells iimple truth ; plain innocence ; 

fullied beauty ; found unbroken youth, 

ient of labour, with a little pleas'd ; 

alth ever blooming ; unambitious toil ; 

(m contemplation, and poetic eafe. 1275 

liET others brave the flood in queft of gain, 

d beat, for joylefs months, the gloomy wave. 

: fuch as deem it glory to deftroy, 

fh into blood, the fack of cities feek ; 

pierc'd, exulting in the widow's wail, 1280 

e virgin's (hriek, and infant's trembling cry. 

: fome, flEir-diltant from their native foil, * 

4 Urg'd 



l6o AUTUMN. 

Urg'd or by want or hardened avarice. 

Find other lands beneath another fan. 

Let this through cities work his eager way^ ntj 

By legal outrage and eftablifh'd guile. 

The focial fenfe extinift ; and fJ^dt ferment 

Mad into tumult the feditioas herd> 

Or melt them down to flavery. Let the/e 

Lifnare the wretched in the toils of law, 1290 

Fomenting difcord, and perplexing right. 

An iron rate ! and tbo/e of fairer front. 

But equal inhumanity, in courts, 

Delufive pomp, and dark cabals, delight ; 

Wreathe the deep bew, diffufe the lying imilei 129J 

And tread the weary labyrinth of ftate. 

While htf, from all the ftbrmy paffions free 

That reftlefs Men involve, hears, and but hears. 

At diilatice fafe, the human tempeft rb^r, 

Wrapt clofe in confcioos peace. The fall of kingf» 

The rage of nations, and the cruftr of ftates, 1301 

Move not the Man, who, from the world efcap'd, 

In ftill retreats, and flowery folitudes. 

To Nature's voice attends, from month to xlkmth; 

'And day to day, thro* the revolving year ; 13^5 

Admiring, iees her in her every fhapc ; 

Feels all her fweet emotions at his heart ; 

Takes what (he liberal gives, nor thinks of more. 

He, when young Spring protrudes the bufting gems, 

Marks the iirft bud, and fucks the healthful gale 1310 

Into his frefliened foul ; her genial hours 

He full enjoys ; and not a beauty blows. 

Mi 
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not an opening bloflbm breathes in vain, 
mmer he, beneath the living fhade, 
as o'er ^gid Tempi wont to wave, 1315 
fmms cooly readS' what the Mufe, of thefe 
ps, has in immortal numbers inng ; 
bat flie dictates writes : and, oft an eye 
round, rejoices in the vigorous year. 
L Autumn's yellow luflre gilds the world, 132^ 
:empts thpiickled fwain into the £eld, 
i by this general joy, his heart diftends 
^ntle throws ; and,, thro' the tepid gleama 
m^iing, then he ^ ejiects hii (bng.. 
Wint»wild>tohiiii is f«UoEi>lilb« : 13115 
nigbty tieiaiipeft, a«>4 tht k6aiy wattei 
n, and deep, iftreick'd b^er^he boribdearA^ 
e to foleinR. thought. At night t^e (H^; . ^ 
rt- d, and Iciijdkd, ' hf- reittiag. £roil> ' 
svery Nifre on^' exaitttd>jie^ . 
nd a bbok the'fteafing h«>an buire, ' 
iwfe theVA do^ for wiifjlpm. Wkh fwift witig, 
and aftd fea ixftagtnaXipn rdame ; 
ith, divinely bxieaking ofi his sdnd, 
his being, ahd unfolds his powers $ 1335 
his breafl heroic virtue bttr(i». 
ouch of kindred too and love he feels ; 
tiodeft eye, whofe beams on his alone 
c (hine ; the little (bong embrace 
attling children, twin'd around his neck, 134.6 
mulous to pleafe kim> calling forth 
>nd parental foul. Nor p«ifpofe gay, 

Amufementy 

i 
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Amafementy dance, or fong, he ftemly fcoms ; 

For happinefs and true philofophy 

Are of the focial iHl]» and fmiling kind« - 1345 

This is the life which thofe who fret in guilt. 

And guilty cities, never knew ; the life. 

Led by primeval ages, uncorrupt. 

When angels dwelt, and God himfelf, with Man ! 

Oh Nature ! all-fufficient ! over all ! 1550 
Inrich me with the knowledge of thy works ! 
Snatch me to heaven ; thy rolling wonders there. 
World beyond world, in infinite extent, 
* Profufely fcattered o'er the blue immenfe^ 
Shew me ; their motions^ periods, and their Itfws, 
Give me to fcan ; thro' the difclofing deep 13^ 
Light my blind way : the mineral ftrata there ; 
Thruft, bloombg, thence the vegetable world; 
cCcr that the rifing fyftem, more complex. 
Of animaU i and higher ftill, the mind, 1360 
The varied fcene of ^ck-compounded thoi^ht> 
And where the; mixing paflions ^idlefs ihif( ; 
Thefe ever open to my raviih'd eye ; 
A fearch, the flight of time can ne'er exhauft ! 
But if to that unequal ; if the blood, 136; 
In fluggifh ilreams about my heart, forbid 
That ^efi ambition ; under clofing (hades. 
Inglorious, lay me by the lowly brook, 
tAnd whifper to my dreams. From Thbb begin. 
Dwell all on The£, with Thbb conclude my fong; 
And let m never never Aray from Tubs I 137^ 
, . u ' WINTER. 
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The Arc VII EN 



Tie fuhjeB propofed. Addrefs to the earl of WilmincT- 
TON. Firft approach of Winter* According to tht 
natural courfe of the feafon^ ^various ftorms defcnUL 
Rain. Wind. Snow. Tie driving of the fnoviH 
A man ferijhing among them ; whence refleSiom^^ 
^ the nvaritt and mtfiries- of httman life* The *t69h(^ 
ete/cendtngj^rom the'^lps and Apennidfe. Amntef 
evening defcribed: as fpent by phtUfophers\ ihe 
country-people \ in the city. Froft. A 'uie'w of Winter 
^within the polar CiKle. A thauu. The whok a«* 
eluding with moral reJle3ions on a fjtturejlate. 
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,E, Winter comes, to rule the varied year. 
Sullen and fad, with all his rising train i 
wsy and Clouds^ and Storms. Be thefe mj theme* 
lb ! that exalt the foul to folemn thought, 

heavenly mufing* Welcome, kindred glooms! 5 
genial horrors, hail 1 with frequent foot, 
s'd have T, in my chearful mom of life, 
;n nurs'd by carelefs folitude I liv'd, 

fung of Nature with unceajing joy, 
yd have I wander'd thro* your rough domain ; 10 
d the pure virgin-fnows, myfelf as pure ; 
rd the winds roar, and the big torrent burft ; 
ecn the ^p fcnnenting temped brcwM, 
lie grim evening iky* Thus pafsM the time, 

thro' th«iucid chambers of the fouth 15 
k'dout the joyous Spring, look'dout, andfinird. 

'o thee, the patron of herfirft cflay, 

I Mufe, O Wilmington ! renews her fong. 

ie has fhe rounded the revolving year : 

n.'d the gay Spring ; on eagle-pinions borne, %% 

mipted thro' the Summer-bBaze to rife ; 

n fwept o'er Autumn with the fhadowy gale ; 

I BOW aiAong the wintry clouds tgaiUf 

2 Roird 
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Roll'd in the doubling ftonn, (he tries to foar ; 

To fwell her note with all the ruihing winds ; f J 

To fait her founding cadence to the floods ; 

As is her theme, her numbers wildly great : 

Thrice happy ! could (he fill thy judging ear 

With bold defcription, and v^th manly thought. 

Nor art thou ikill'd in awful fcheraes alone, 30 

And how to make a mighty people thrire : 

But equal goodnefs, found integrity, 

A firm unihaken uncorrupted foul 

Amid a Aiding age, and burning Strong, 

Not vainly blazing for thy country's weal, 35 

A (leady fpirit regularly free ; 

Thefe, each exalting each, the ilatefmen light 

Into the patriot ; thefe, the public hope 

And eye to thee converting, bid the Mufe 

Record what envy dares not flattery call. 40 

Now when the chearlefs empire of the iky 
To Cafric^rn the Cent oar Archer yields. 
And fierce Aquariusy flains th' inverted year ; 
IJung o'er the fartheft verge of heaven, the fun 
Scarce fpreads thro' ether the dejeded day. 45 
Faint are his gleams, and inefFcftual fhoot 
His ftruggling rays, in horizontal lines, > 
Thro* the thick air ; as cloath'd in cloudy florm. 
Weak, wan, and broad, he fkirts the fouthem &y ; 
And, foon-defcending, to the long dark night^i 5a 
Wide-ftiading all, the proftrate world xefigns.. . i' 
Nor is the night unwifli'd 5 while iital heat, t A 

Light, 
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, life, and joy, ,the dubious day forfake. 

-time, in fable cindure, (hadows vaft, 

ting'd and damp> and congregated cloudi^ 55 

ill the vapoury turbulence of heaven, 

re the face of things. Thus Winter falls, 

.vy gloom oppreflive o'er the world. 

Nature ihedding influence malign, 
-oUfcs up the feeds of dark difeafe. . 60 
foul of Man dies in him, loathing life, 
black with more than melanchdy views. 
:attle droop ; and o'er the furrowed land, 

from the plough, the dun difcolour'd flocks, 
ided fpreading, crop the wholefome root. 65 
I the woods, along the moorifli fens, 

the fad Genius of the coming florm ; 
up among the loofe disjointed cliffs, 
fraflur'd mountains wild, the brawling brook 
cave, prefageful, fend a hollow moan, 70 
mding long in liflening Fancy's ear. 

lEN comes the father of the tempefl forth, 
>t in black glooms. Firfl joylefs rains obfcurc : 
i thro' the mingling ikies with vapour foul ; 
on the mountain's brow, and fliake the woods, 
: grumbling wave below. The unfightly plain 76 . 
a brown deluge ; as the low-bent clouds 
flood on flood, yet unexhaufted flill 
bine, and deepening into night fliut up 
day's fair face. The wanderers of heaven, 80' 
I to his home, retire ; iave thofe that love 

To 
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To take their paftime in tbe tionbled air. 
Or (kimmipg flatter roond the itimplj pooL 
The cattle from the nncafied fields xetuni* 
And aik, with meaning lowe, their woated ftalls» S{ 
Or nuainate in the oontigaoos fliade. 
Thither the honfliold feathery people crowd» 
The creiled cock, with all his female traia, 
Penfive, and dripping ; while the cottage-hind 
Hangs o'er the enlivening blaae, and talefnl dicR 90 
Recounts his fimple frolick : much he talks. 
And moch he langhs, nor recks the ilorm that hkmt 
Withonty and rattles on his hamble roof. 

Wide o'er the brim, with many a tomit fwell'd. 
And the mix'd ruin of its banks o'erfpread, 95 
At laft the rous'd-np river pours along : 
KeMkbf roaring, dreadful, down it comes. 
From the rude nsountain, and the mo^ wild« 
Tumbling thro' rocks abrupt, and fbuydihg far; 
Then o'er the fanded valley floating ipreads, 100 
Calm, fluggifli, filent ; till again,, conftrain'd 
Between two meeting hills, it burfls a way« 
'Where rocks and woods o'erhang the turbid flream; 
There gathering triple force, rapid, and deep, 104. 
It boils, and wheels, and foams, and thunders thibngh. 

Nature ! great parent ! whofe nnceafing hand 
Rolls round the Seafons of the changeful year« 
liow mighty, how majeftic, are thy works ! 
With what a pleafing dread they fwell the foul 1 

That 
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That fees aftonifti'd I and aftonifti'd fings ! mo 

Ye too ye winds ! that now begin to blow, 

With boifterous fweep, I raife nay voice to yon. 

Where are your ftores, ye powerful beings ! fay. 

Where your aerial magazines referv'd. 

To fwell the brooding terrors of the ftorm ? 115 

In what far-diftant region of the fky, 

Httfh'd in deep iilence, flcep ye when *tis calm ? 

When from the pallid (ky the fun defcends. 
With many a fpot, that o'er his glaring orb 
Uncertain wanders, ftain'd ; red fiery ftreaks t20 
Begin to fluih around. The reeling clouds 
Stagger with dizzy poife, as doubting yet 
Which mailer to obey : while rifing flow. 
Blank, in the leaden^olour'd «aft, the moon 
Wears a wan circle round her blunted horns. 125 
Seen thro' the turbid fluctuating air. 
The ftars obtufe emit a ftiivcred ray ; 
Or frequent fecm to flioot athwart the gloom. 
And long behind them trail the whitening blaze. 
Snatch'd in fliort eddies, plays the wither'd leaff 15a 
And on the flood die dancing feather floats. 
With broadened noftrils to the iky up-turn'd. 
The confcious heifer fnufFs the ftormy gale. 
Even as the matron, at her nightly talk. 
With penfive labour draws the flaxen thread, 135 
The wafted taper and the crackling flame 
Foretell the blafl. But chief the plumy race. 
The tenants of the Iky, its changes fpeak. 

I Retiring 
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Rearing from the downs, where all day long 
They pick'd their icanty fare, a blackening tram l/^ 
Of clamorous rooks thick-urge their weary fijgkt. 
And feek the doiing fhelter of the grows; > 
Afliduous, in his bower, th^. wailing owl 
Plies his fadTong. The cormorant on higk 144 
Wheels from the deep, and fcresUkiS^ along the land. 
J^oud ihrieks the foaring hem ; and with wild wiog 
The circling fea-fowl cleave the flaky clouds^ 
Ocean, unequal prefs'd, with broken tide 
And blind commotion heaves ; while from the (hm 
Eat into caverns by the reiUefs wave, i jo 

And foreft-ruftling mountain, comes a voice. 
That folemn founding bids the world prepare. • ' 
Then iffues forth the ftorm with fudden burft; 
And hurls the whole precipitated air, 
Down, in a torrent. On the palfive main '1^5 
Defcends -th' ethereal force, and with ftrong gtfft 
Turns from its bottom the difcoiour'd dettp. 
Thro' the black night that fits immenfe around,' 
Lafh'd into foam, the £erce conflicting brine ' 
Seems oVr a thoufand raging waves to bum : • l6« 
Mean-time the mountain-billows, to the clbads 
In dreadful tumult fwellM, furg« above furg«, . 
Burftinto chaos with tremendous roar, . 
And anchored navies from their flations drive. 
Wild as the winds acrofs the howling wafte • 165 
Of mighty waters : now th* inflated wave 
Straining they fcale, and now impetuous (hoot 
Into the fecret chambers of the deep. 

The 
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The wintry Babick thundering o'er their liead. 
'Emerging thence again, before the breath 1 70 

Of full-exerted heaven they wing their courfe^ 
And dart on dilUnt coafts i if foxne iharp rock. 
Or ihoal iniidious break not their career, 
And in loofe fragments fling them floating round". 

Nor lefs at land the loofened tenipeft reigns, 175 
The mountain thunders ; and its flurdy Tons 
Stoop to the bottom of the rocks they (hade. 
Lone on the midnight ileep, and all aghalt,^ 
The dark way-faring ftranger breathlefs toils. 
And, often falling, climbs againfl the bl all. 180 
Low waves the rooted forefl, vex'd, and flicds 
What of its tamifh'd honours yet remain ; 
Dafh'd down, and fcattcr'd, by the tearing wind's 
Affiduotts fury, its gigantic limbs. 
Thus flruggling thro' the diflipated grove,, 185 
The whirling tempeH raves along the plain ; 
And on the cottage thatch'd, or lordly roof» 
Keen-failening, (hakes them to the folid bafe. 
Sleep frighted flies ; and round the rocking dome. 
For entrance eager, howls the favage bla((. 199 
Then too, they fa^, thro* all the burthcn'd air. 
Long groans are heard, ihrill founds, and diftant fighs. 
That, uttered by the Demon of the night. 
Warn the devoted wretch of woe and death. 



Huge uproar lords it wide. The clouds comxnix'd 
With ftars fwift gliding fweep along the flcy. 196 
I z All 
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AH nature reck. Till Nature's King, who oft 

Amid tempeftuous darknefs dvvelb alone. 

And on the wings of the careering wind 

Walks dreadfully ferene, commands a calm ; 200 

Then ftraight air, fea, and earth are huih'd at once. 

As yet 'tis midnight deep. The weary clouds. 
Slow-meeting, mingle into folid gloom. 
Now, while the drowfy world lies loft in fleep^ 
Let me aflbciate with the ferious Nighty . 205 

And Contemplation her fedate compeer; 
Let me fhake oiF th' intrufive cares of day, , 
And lay the meddling fenfes all aiide. ' 

Where now, ye lying vanities of life! 
Ye ever- tempting ever-cheating train \ 2 to 

Where are you now ? and what is your amount ? 
Vexation, difappointmcnt, and remorfc. . 
Sad, iickening thought ! and yet deluded Man, 
A fcene of crude disjointed vilions paft. 
And broken flumbers, rifes ftill refolv'd,. 215 
With new-flufli'd hopes, to run the giddy .iPHnd*. 

Father of light and life! thou Good su?remk.1 
O teach me what is good ! teach meTnYspLFl , 
Save me from folly, vanity, and vice. 
From every low purfuit ! and feed my foul . . 220 
With knowledge, confcious peace, and virtue pure ; 
Sacred, fubflantial, never-fading blifs ! 



The 
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The keener tempefts rife : and fuming dun 
From all the livid caft, or piercing north. 
Thick clouds afcend ; in whofe capacious womb 22^ 
A vapoury deluge lies, to fnow congeaPd. 
Heavy they roll their fleecy world along ; 
And the fky faddens with the gathered florm. 
Thrt* the hulh'd air the whitening ftiower defcends. 
At iirft thin wavering ; *till at laft the flakes 230 
Fall broad, and wide, and fafl, dimming the day. 
With a continual flow. The cherifli'd fields 
Put on their winter-robe of pureil white. 
'Tis brightnefs all ; fave where the new fnow melts 
Along the mazy current.. Low the woods 235 
Bow their hoar head ; and,, ere the languid fun 
Faint from the weft emits his evening ray. 
Earth's univerfal face, deep hid, and chill, 
Is- one wild dazzling wafle, that buries wide 
The works of Man.^ Drooping, the labourer^ox 24a 
Stands covered o'er with fnow, and t!hea demands 
The fruit of all his toil. The fowls of heaven, 
Tam'd by the cruel feafon, croud around 
The winnowing flore, and claim the little boon 
Which Providence afigns them. One alone, 245 
The red-breaft, facred to the houfliold gods. 
Wifely regardful of th* embroiling flcy. 
In joylefs fields, and thorny thickets, leaves 
His ihivering mates, and pays to trufted Man 
His annual viftt. Half-afraid, he firft 250 
Againil the window beats ; then, briflt, alights 
On the warm hearth ; then, , hopping o'er the floor,. 

I 3 Eyes 
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Eyes all die fmiling family afiuinct. 
And pecksy and fbuts, and wonders wliere he is : 
Till more fiimiliar grown, the table-cmmbs «(5 
Attraa his flendo* feet. The foodleis wilds 
Poor forth their brown inhabitants. The bare^i 
Tho' timorous of heart, and hard befet 
By death in vaiioos forms, dark fnares, and dogs, 
And more unpitying Men, the garden feeks, 260 
Uig'd on by fearleis want. The bleating kind 
Eye the bleak hearen, and next the gfiftening eaitb. 
With looks of domb defpair ; then, fad^ijpers'd. 
Dig for the withered herb thro' heaps of fhoir. ' 

Now, ihepherds, to your helplefi chai^ be kind. 
Baffle the raging year, and £11 their penaa • ' s66 
Wfith food at will ; lodge ihtm below the 'ftonA> 
And watch them ftrid : for from the bdlOwisg edl» 
In this dire ieafon, oft the whirlwind's 'wittg 
Sweeps op the burthen of whole wintry plaint ' 270 
At one wide waft, and o'er the hapleft ikicks, 
Hid in the hollow of two neighbouring kills. 
The billowy temped whelms $ 'till, apwttfd nr^^ ' 
The valley to a fhining monhiain fwells/ * 
Tipt with a wreath high^urling in the Iky. * * -zy^ 

As thus the fnows arife ; and foul, swd'fierce, • 
All Winter drives along the darkened air ; 
In his own loofe-revolving fields, the (wall: 
Difaftcr'd ftands ; fees other hilb afbend. 
Of unknown joyleis brow } and other fcenes, 280 

Of 
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Of horrid profped^y ihag the tracklefs plain : 
Nor findj9 the river, nor the foreft^ hid 
Beneath the formlefs wild ; but wanders on 
From hill to dale, dill more and more adray ; 
Impatient flouncing thro' the drifted heaps, 285 
Stung with the thoughts of home ; the thoughts of home 
Rufh QQ iiis nerves, and call their vigour forth 
In many a vain attempt* How iinks his foul ! 
What black defpair, what horror fills his heart ! 
When ifor the duiky fpot, which fancy feigned 29# 
Hit tttfied< cottage riiing thro' ^hc Chv^, 
He meets the ropgunefs of the middle wafle. 
Far from the track, and blefl abode of Man ; 
While round him night reiiiUefs clofes fall:^ 
And eveiy tempeft, howling o'er his head> 295 
Renders the favage wildemefs more wild« 
Then throng the bofy ihapes intq his Qund» 
Of covered pits, unfathomahly.deep, . 
A dire defcent ! beyond the power of frQf^ 
Of faithlefs bogs } of precipice^ huge, 500 
Smooth'd npwith fnowi and| what is land* Unknown, 
What watjcr, of the flill unfrozen fpring. 
In the loofe marfh or (blitary lake, 
Where the frefh fountain from the bottom boils. 
Thefe check his fearful ileps ; and down he finks 305 
Beneath the fhelter of the fhapelefs drift. 
Thinking o'er«all the bitternefs of death, 
MixM with the tender anguifh Nature fhoots. 
Thro' the wrung bofom of the dying Man, 
His wife, his children, and his friends unfeen. 310 
I 4 In 
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In vain for him tV officioaB wife pfiporcft'' ' 

The fire fair-Uazing» and the Teftmoit vwm f 

In vain his little childreiiy peeping omt-A 

Into the mingling dorm, demand their, fire, ^ 

With tears of iirtlefs innocence. Alas I ■ " -'■ 515 

Nor wifei nor children^ more ihall he behakd. 

Nor friends, nor facred hbme. On ercry nem ■ 

The deadly Winter feiees} fhats upienfe ; • f -i- 

And, o'er his inmoil vitals creepiAg cokiU 

Lays him along th« fnows, a ftifiened corfe, • - jio 

Stretch'd out, and bkaching in the nortiicni biaft- 

Ah little think the gay licentious {mtid^ .i • ' - 
Whom pleafure, powler, and affluence fummtrd r 
7'hey, who their thoughdefs hours in giddy mxrdir 
And wanton, often cruel, riot wafte ; S^J 
Ah little thiftk they, while ehey dance idong,. 
How many feel, this very moment, death - ' 
And all the fad variety of paiftk 
How many fink in the devouring flood. 
Or more devouring fiame. How many bleed, 330* 
By fhamefal variance betwixt Man and Man. - 
How many pine in want, and dungeon globms ; 
Shut from the common air, and common ufe* 
Of their own limbs. How many drink the ctp' ' 
Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 335 
Of mifery. Sore pierc'd by wintry wiiids,. 
How many fhrink into the fordid hut 
Of chcerlefs poverty. How many fhake 
With all the fiercer tortures of the mind. 

Unbounded 
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Unbounded paffion, madnefs, guilt, refaioife ; 340 

Whence tumbled headlong £rom the height of life. 

They fumifh matter for the tragk Mnfe. 

Even in the vale, where wifdom lores to dwell. 

With friendfhip, peace, and contemplation joinM, 

How many, rack'd with honeft paffions, droop 345 

In deep retir'd diftrefs. How many ftand 

Around the death-bed of their deareft friends. 

And point the parting anguifh. Thought fond Man 

Of theie, and all the thoufand namelefs ills. 

That one incefiant ftruggle render life, 35a 

One fcene of toil, of fuffering, and of fate. 

Vice in: his high career would fhind appall'd. 

And heedlefs rambling Impulfe learn to think ; 

The confcious heart of Charity would warm, 

And her wide wiih Benevolence dilate ; 355. 

The focial tear would rife, the focial figh;. 

And into clear perfedion, gradual blifs. 

Refining (lill, the focial paifions work*. 

And here can I forget the generous * handyiu^ 3^9% 
Who, touch'd with human woe, redreffive fearch'd 
Into the horrors of the gloomy jidl ? 
Unpitied, and unheard,, where miiery moans ; 
Where ficknefs pines;, where thirft and hunger. burn^. 
And poor misfortune feels the laih of vice. 
While in the land of liberty, the land 365. 
Whofe every ilreet and public meeting glpw 
With open freedom, little tyrants rag'd $ 

« The Jail Committee,' ia the Year I7ai9» 

I 5 Saatch'd 
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Suatch'd tbe lean morfel fnii the fttrving moodi ; 
Tore from cold vAntry limbs the tateer?d weed; 
Even robVd them? of the kft •£ comforts, fkcp; 37^ 
The free-bor» BitiTOit to tbe doogeoft cbttii*d^ 

Or, as the loft of cruelty ptevaiTd, 

At pleafare mark'd him with inglorioiis ftripes - 

And crafli'd out liTet, by fecret barbarous waifs,- 

That for tbeir cosntry would have toii'd, ov bkd. §7$ 

O great defign ! if executed wdl. 

With patient care, and wiidom-temperM zeaL . 

Ye fons of mercy ! yet refome the iearck 5 

Drag forth the legal monflers into light. 

Wrench from their hands oppreffion's iron rod, 5^ 

And bid the cruel feel the pains they give. 

Much flill untouched remains ; in this rank agt. 

Much is the patriot^s weeding hand requir'd. ' 

The toils of law, (what dark iniidious Men 

Have cumbrous added to perplex the truth, 385 

And lengthen ilmple juftice into trade)' 

How glorious were the day ! that faw thefe broke. 

And every Man within the reach of right« 

By wintry famine rons*d, from all the ttttft 
Of horrid mountains which the ihining jflfs, 390 
And wavy Appetdne^ and FjreneeSf 
Branch out ftupendous into diftant lands ; 
Cruel as death, and hungry as the grave ! 
Burning for blood ! bony, and ghaunt, and grim! 
Aflembling wolves in raging troops defcend ; 395 
And, po^ring o*er the country, be^r along, 

5 Keen 
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Keen as the n<Mtk-wiiid ^eps the gloify fnow. 

All is their prize. They &(len pn the fteed, 

Prefs him to earth, and piercf his mighty heart. 

Nor can the bull his awful front defend, 400 

Or (hake the murdering favages away. 

Rapacious, at the mother's throat they £y. 

And tear the fcreaming infant from her bread. 

l*he godlike faoe^of Man avails him nought. 

Even beauty, force divine ! at whofe bright glance 

The generous lion ilands in foftened gaze, 406 

Here bleeds, a haplefs undiftinguiih'd prey. 

But if, appriz'd of tiie ievere attack. 

The country be Aiut up, lur'd by the fcent. 

On church yards drear (inhuman to relate !) 410 

The difappointed prowlers fall, and dig 

The ihrouded body from the grave ; o'er which, 

Mix'd with foul ihades, and frighted ghofls, they howl. 

Among thofe hilly regions, where embraced 
In peaceful vaies the happy Griforu dwell 415 
Oft, ruihinjg^ fudden from the loaded clUs, 
Mountains of faow their gathering terrors roll. 
From ileep to fteep, loud- thundering down they come, 
A wintry wafle in dire commotion all ; 
And herds, and flocks, and travellers„and fwalns, 429 
And fometimes whole brigades of marching troops^ 
Or hamlets Aeeping in the dead of night. 
Are deep beneath the fmothering ruin whelm'd. 

Now, all amid the rigours of the year. 
In the wild depth of Winter, while wiihout 425 
I 6 Tie 
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The ceafeleis winds blow ic^y be my retreat^ 
Between the groaoing forefl and the ibpre, « , 
Beat by the boundleis moltitade 9f, wavei* < > • . 
A rural, ihelter'di folitary, fcene ; , ,,■ ■ 
Where ruddy fire and beaming tapers join, » 430 
To cheer the gloom. Ther^ findioua kt me £t» , 
And hold high converfe with the mighty jdsad^ 
Sages of antient time, as gods rever'd. 
As gods beneficent, who bleft mankind 
With arts, with arms, and humaniz'd a world. 43; 
Rous'd at ^he infpiring thought, I throw afide 
The long-liv'd volume ; and, deep-mufmg^ haU- . 
The facred ftiades, that flowly-rifing pafs 
Before my wondering eyes. Firll Socratbs, >. - 
Who, firmly good in a corrupted Hate, 440 
Againft the rage of tyrants ^Bjf/f ftood. 
Invincible ! calm Reafon's holy law, . 
That Voice of God within th' attentive mind. 
Obeying, fearlefs, or in life, or death 2 
Great moral teacher ! IVi/efi of Mankind! 445. 
Solon the next, who built his common-weal 
On equity's wide bafe ; by tender laws 
A lively, people curbing, yet undamp'd 
Preferving fHlI that quick peculiar fire. 
Whence in the laurePd field of finer arts, 450 
And of bold freedom, they unequal'd flione, 
The pride of fmiling Greece, and human-kind. 
LycuKgus then, who bow'd beneath the force 
Of ftriftcft difcipline, fe'verely uoi/e^ 
All human paffions. Following him, I fee, 455 

As 
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As at nermopyhe he glorious fell. 

The finn • devoted Chief, who proy*4 by deeds 

The hardeft!eflb6 which the >/i&^r tough t» , . 

Then Aristides lifts hiis Honeft front ; 

Spotlefs of heart, to whom th' uhflattering voice 46a 

Of frecdoitf gave the nobleft name of Juft ; 

In pure majeftic poverty i-ever'd ; 

Who, even his glory to his country's weal 

Submitting, fweird a haughty f RivaPs fame. 

Rear'd by his care, of fofter ray appears : * 465 

CiMON fweet-foul'd ; whofe genius, riling (Irong, 

Shook off the load of young debauch ; abroad' 

The fcourge oi Perfian pride, at home the friend 

Of every worth and every fplendid art ; 

Mbdefl, and fimple, in the pomp of wealth. 470 

Then the laft worthies of declining GREECBi 

Late caird to glory, in unequal tiines^ 

Peniive, appear. The fiiirCm«/>iwi« boaft, 

TiMOLEON, happy temper! mild, and firm. 

Who wept the Brotbery while the Tyrant bled. 475 

And, equal to the beft,- the jTheban Pair, 

Whofe virtues, in heroic Concord join*d. 

Their country rais'd to freedom, empire, fame. 

He too, with whom Athenian honour funk. 

And left a mafs of fordid lees behind, 4^0 

Phocion the Good-j in public life fevere. 

To virtue ftill inexorably firm ; 

But when, beneath his low illnftrious roof, 

* Leonidas. f Thkmistoclks. 

\ Pel OP I DAS and £pAMiNortDAt«. 
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Sweet peace and happ^ wifitom fmooch'd his bTOvir, . 

Not fnendihip foffier was, nor love moce kin4* • 48$ 

And he, thej^of old Lycu&gus' fonSj : 

The generoua viffim to that vawi attempt^ . 

To /a'oea rmtn JhH^ Acis, who.faw 

Even Sparta's felf to fervUe avarioe fonlb. 

The two Jcbaiam heroes do& the train. . 490 

Aratus, who a while relum'd the fool 

Of fondly lingering liberty in Grejbc£ : : . r 

And he her darling as her lateft hope. 

The gallant Philopoxmbn ; who to arms . 

Turn'd the luxorious pomp he could not cure^ 49J 

Or toiling in his farm, a fimple (wain.; • 

Or, bold and fkilful, thondering in the 

Of rougher fix)nt, a mighty people come .!, 
A race of heroes ! in thoTe virtuous times. 
Which knew no iUin* Ave that with partial fl^vo^. $00 
Their dearefi country they too fondlf lov'd : 
Her lettor Fomder iifil, die light of Rome, 
NuMA, who foften'd her rapacious Tons : 
Servius the King^ who laid the fcdLd.biyre 
On which o'er earth .the infi republic fpread* 50$ 
Then the great confuls venerable rife. 
The * Public Fathbr, who the Frvvau q^ncU'd, 
And on the dread tribunal fleraiy fad. 
He, whom his thanklefs country so/ lofe, 
Camillas, only vengeful to her foes. 510 
Fabric TVS, fcomer of all-c<mquering gold ; 

• MA»cvt Jvirivt BtvTvs, 

And 
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And CiitC]tNNATo«, awful fffom thepioa^ 

Thy * witttKO Victim, Cartim^s Imftiiig loofe' 

From all that pleading Nature could oppofe. 

From a whole dty*s teflu^>.' by rigfid laklr 515: 

Imperious call'd,. and honour's dire coilMttand. 

Scipio, the^/«^/^'f^r^, hamanely bra¥«9 

Who foon the race of fpdtlefs glory rfttti 

And, warm in youth,' to the P9etit Jhadi 

With Friend/hip and Phihfophy retir'dr 

TuLLY, whofe powerful eloquence awhile 

Reilrain'd the rapid fate of rulhiBg- Romb. 

Unconquer'd Cato, virtuous in ixtnm. 

And thou, unhappy Brutvs, kind of heart, 

Whofe ileady arm, by awful virtue ui|fdy j2 j 

Lifted the Rcptan fteel againft thy Friend. 

Thoufands befides the tribute of a vcrfc 

Demand ; but who can count the ftars of heaven f 

Who fing their influence on this lower world ? 

Behold, who yonder comes ! in ibber ftate, 530 
Fair, mild, and llroh|f, as is a vefAal fun : 
Tis Phoebus' felf, or elfe the MantuMi &watn / 
Great Ho Mia too appears, of daring wing, 
fMnt of fong ! and equal by his fide. 
The BaiTisMf Mvsb $ jotn'd hand in hand they walk. 
Darkling, full up the middle fleep to fame. 536 
Nor abfent are thofe (hades, whofe fkilful touch 
Pathetic drew th' impaffionM heatt, and charmM 
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Tranfportcd.^i&rAx witii the moral 9cbne.:^ 

Nor thofe Kkq^ tjanefiil, wak'd th^xnchiuitipg lyr?. 

First of youjr kind! fociety divine!. ;: 541 
Still vifit thus my nightg, for you refrrv'd. 
And mount my foaring foul to thoughts like yonrs^ 
Silence^ thoa lonely power !■ the door be thiAe i 
See on the h<»llowed hojir that none intrude, 54$ 
^vc a few chofen friends, who fometimes deign 
To blefs my humble roof, with fenfe reftn'd, , 
Learning digefted well, exalted faith, 
Unftudy'd wit, and humour ever gay.. 
Or from the Mufes' hill will Popb defcend, 55* 
To raife the facred hour,< to bid it fmile, , . • . , 
And with the.focial fpirit warm the heart : 
For the' not fweetcr his own. Homer fings, . 
Yet is his life the more endearing fong«. 

Wh E R E art thou. Ha m m o n d ? thou the darling pride, . 
The friend and lover of the tuneful throng ! • 556' 
Ah why, dear youths in all the blooming ^rime 
Of vernal genius, wh^re difclofing faft' 
Each adlivc worthy each manly virtue lay. 
Why wert thou raviih'd from our hope fo ibon ? 560. 
What now avails that noble thiril of fame^. 
Which (lung thy fervent breaft ! that treafiir'd ftoie 
Of knowledge, early gain'd ? that e^ger saeal ■ 
To ferve thy country, glo\ying in ji^he band . 
Of YOUTHFUL Patriots, who fuftain her name ? 
What now, alas ! that life-difFufing charm 566 

Of 
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Of fprightly wit? that rapture for tJie'Mtifcr 
That heartf <jf friendihip, land that foul of jby. 
Which bade with fofteft light thy virtues fmile ? . 
Ah ! only ihew*d, to check our fofid 'puHuit», 57b 
And teach our humbled hopes that life tain ! 

Thus in fome disep retiremeftt would I pafe 
The winter-glooms, with friends of pliant foul, 
Or blithe, or folemn, as the theme infpir'd : 
With them would fearch, if Nature's boundlefs frame 
Was calPd, late-riiing from the void of night, 576 
Or fprung eternal from th* eternal Mind ; 
Its life, its laws, its progrefs, and its end« 
Hence larger profpeds of the beauteous whole 
Would, gradual, open on our opening minds; 580 
And each diffuiive harmony unite 
In full perfedUon to th' aftonilh'd eye. T 
Then would we t^y to fcan the moral WorUt 
Which, tho' to us it feems embroil'd, moves on 
In higher order ; fitted, and impelPd, 5 9^ 

By Wisdom's fineil'hand, and ifTuing all 
In general Good, The fage hiHoric Mufe 
Should next conduct us thro' the deeps of time : 
Shew us how empire grew, declined, and fell, ? 
In fcatter'd ftates ; what makes the nati9ns fmlle, 590 
Improves their foU. and gives them double funs ; 
And why tht y pine beneath the; brighteft ikies,' 
In Nature's richeft lap. A> thus we talk'd. 
Our hearts would burn within us, would inhale 
That portion of divinity, that ray 595 

Of 
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Of porqft lie^vcifQy which lights tiiepablic ibal 

Of patriots,. 1^ 6£ herpe«v Bv^.if doofl|*'4« 

In powerlefs JmhaUIc fortuaCy feQ repjr^& ^ ^ . . 

Thefe ardent fifingr of jtbe. kiftcUing ^ul ; 

Therx, ciyen fopf rior ito a^^bitu^Q* we . 6oa 

Would learn the private virtues ; how to glide 

Thro' ihades and plains, along the finootheft &ream 

Of rmal life : or fnatch'd away by Jhope, 

Thro' the dim fpaces of fnturity. 

With earneft eye anticipaie thofe fccmes 605 

.Of happinefs* and wonder; where the loindif 

In endlefs growths and infinitit aicenty 

Rifes from ftate to £ate». aad worid Xs^ iPMorld. 

Bat when with theie the ferious^tkod^tit &alfd^ 

We, fiuftioff for relief, t^ouIu play the ihipea 6i» 

Pf frolic fancy ; and incefiaot form 

Thofe rapid pidures, that ailbmbledLtnuft ^ 

Of fleet ideas^ never join'd before^. 

Whence lively Jflt excites to gay Airprbe f 

lOt folly-painting Humour, grave himftlf^ 615 

Calls Langhtep jR>rth> deep-ihaking every nerre. 

MEAK-rmE the vHlage routes up the fire ; 
While, wrfl- attefled^ and aa well- believed. 
Heard folemny goes the goblin^ftory roosd i-^ 
Till fuperflitiotts horror creeps o'er dlL 
Or, frequent in the founding hall, they wake 
The rural gambol. Ruftic mirdi goes round ; 
The iimple joke that takes the (hepherd's heart, 
£afily pleas'd theuiong load laagh, imcese; 
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The kifsy fnatcVd hafty fcOfniHe fide4ong maid, 6zf 
On purpofe guardldt, or pretending ileep : 

leap» the flap, the haal ; and, fliook to not^s 
Of native mufic, the refpondent dance. 
Thus jocund fleets with them the winter-night. 

The city fwarms intenfe. The public haunt, 630' 
Full of each theme, and warm with mixt difcourfe, . 
Horns indiftindl. The Ions of riot flow 
Down the loofe ftreani offalfe inchanted joy, 
To fwift deftruftion. On the rankled foul 
The gaming fttfy falls $ and in one gnlph 63^ 
Qf total ruin, honour, ^rtut, peMje, 
Friends, families, and fbrtone, headlong firit. 
Up-fprings the dance along the lighted domcir 
Mix'd and evolved, a thoofend fpri^ri^ wty?. ^ 
TJie glilcef¥Ag court efftrfes every ]pomp 5 6^. 
The circle deepens : beauM from' gaudy robe*. 
Tapers, and fparkling gems, and radiant eyes, 
A foft elfulgenc* e'er the p^iee waVes ; 
While, a gay illicit in i^tr fummer'^lhine. 
The fop,li|ht-fltttteiiftg, Qwcadshis mealy wiugjS.Afy 

Dri AD <i^€frthe fcene, the ghoft of HaRTLtT ftalkf; 
OTHEi.Lt>'>agc5'5 poor 'MONiMiA mooms^ 
And BELvinsnA pours her foilHn love. 
Terror alarnu the breaft j the comely tear 
Steals o'er tbe-cheek : or elie the Coiii'c Mv4i 65^ 
Holds to the world a pidlure of itfelf. 
And raifes fly the fair impartisQ kiigh. 

Some* 
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Sometimes (he lifts her ftrain, and paints the fcenes 
Of beauteous life ; whate'er can deck mankind. 
Or charm the heart» in generous ♦Bevil ihew'd. 655 

O Thou, whofe wifdom> folid yet refin'd, 
Whofe patriot-virtues, and confummate fldll 
To touch the finer fprings that move the world, 
Join'd to whate'er the Graces can befiow. 
And all Apollo^t animating fire, 660 
Give thee, with pleafing dignity, to ihine 
At once the guardian, ornament, and joy. 
Of poliih'd life ; permit the Rural Mufif 
O Chesterfield, to grace with thee her fong! 
Ere to the (hades again (he. humbly flies. 
Indulge her fond ambition, in thy train, 
(For every Mufe has in thy train a place) 
To mark thy various full-accomplilh'd mind : 
To markf that fpirit, which, widi Britijb fcorn^ 
Rejeds th' allurements of corrupted power ; 670 
That elegant politenefs, which excels. 
Even in the judgment of prerumx>tuous Frenct^ 
The boafted manners of her fhining court % 
That wit, the vivid energy of fenfe. 
The truth of Nature, whicb» with Atti^ point, 675 
And kind weli-temper*dfatire, fmoothly .keen. 
Steals thro' the foul, and withput pain correds. 
Or, rifing thence with yet a brightcu- flame, 
O let me hail thee cm fome glorious day, 

• A chancer m the Cohicxous Lotx&s, written by Sir 
RicHAfto Stsslx>- 
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When to the lifteniiig feriate, ardiciit, croud 680 

£r.itannia*s Tons to hear her pleaded caufe. 

Then dreft by thee, more amiably fair. 

Truth the fpft robe of mild perfuafion wears : * 

Thou to affeojing rea^fon glv'ft ^gain 

Her own enlightened thoughts ; calPd from the heart, 

Th^ obedient paflions on thy voice attend ; 686 

-And even reJucUnt party feels a while . 

Thy graciou? power : as; thro' the varied maze 

Of eloquence, now finooth, now quick, now ftrong. 

Profound aad clear, yau roll the copious flgod. 690 

To thy ioy'd haunt return, my h^ppy Mufe-: 
For now, .behold, the joyou« wintef-<jays, 
Frofty, fucceed ; and thro' the blue fereae 
For fight too fine, th' ethereal nitre flies ; . 
Killing infedipps damps, and the (pent air 695 
Storing afreih with elemental life. . . 

Clofe crouds the ihioing atmofphere ; and binds 
Our Arengthened bodies in its cold enxbrace, 
Conflringent ; feeds, and animates our blood ; 
Refines our fpirits^ thro' the new-di^ung nerves, 700 
In fwifter (allies darting .to the brain ; 
Where fits the foul, intenfe, coUeded, cool. 
Bright as the ikies, and as t]ie feafon keen. 
All Nature feels the renovating force 
Of Winter, only to the thoughtlefs eye 705 
In ruin feen. The froft-rconcodled glebe 
Draws in abundant vegetable foul, 
Andjjathers vigour .for the coming year. 

A 
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A ftronger glow fits on tlie lirelx cheek 

Of raddy fire : and kculent along yi^ 

The purer rivers flow j their ftdlcii'deeps, 

Tranfparcnt^ open to the (hephcrd^s gifee. 

And murmar hoar&r at the fixing ML' 

What art thon,firoft? andwhencearetiiy keen flats 
Deriv'd, thou fecrct all-invading power, 715 
Whom even th' illufive fluid cannot dy ? 
Is not thy potent energy, unfeen, - 
Myriads of little falts, or hook'd, or fiiap*d- 
Like double wedges, and diffus*d immenie 
Thro^ water, earth, and ether ? Hence 9t ewtj 720 
Steam'd eager from the red horizon rooikl, • 
With the fierce rage of Winter deep fufltis'd^ 
An icy gale, oft fliifting, b*er tke pool 
Breathes a blue^lm, and in its mid career ' 
Arrefts the bickering (beam. The k)Oiened ice, 725 
Let down the flood, and half diflblv'd by day^ ^ 
Ruftles no more ; but to the fedgy bank 
Faft grows, or gathers round the' pointed fldne; 
A cryftal pavement, by tfie breath of heaven 
Cemented firm ; till, feiz'd fromlhore to fliorc, 73© 
The whole impri{bn*d river growls belbw. ' 
Loud rings the frozen earth, and fiard reBefts " 
A double noife ; while, at his evening Watclh, 
The village dog deters the nightly thief ; 
The heifer lows ; the diftant Water-fell ' 735 
Swells in the breeze ; and, with the hafty tread * 
Of traveller, the hollow-founding plain 

Shakes 
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Shakes from afar. The full ethereal round. 

Infinite worlds difcloiiisig to the view. 

Shines out intenfdy keen ; and, all one «ope 

Of ftarry glitter, glows from pole to pole* 

From pole to pole the rigid influence falls. 

Thro' the Hill night, incefTant, heavy, flrong, 

And feizes Nature h&» It freezes en ; 

Till morn, lete-riiing o'er the drooping ivorld, 745 

iifts her pale eye unjoyous. Then appears 

The various labour of the filent night: 

Prone from the dripping eave, and dumb cafcade^ 

Whofe idle touents only feetn to roar. 

The pendairt icicle ; the froft-work fair, 750 

Where traniient hues, and fancy'd figures rife ; 

Wide-fpDuted o'er the hill, the frozen brook, 

A livid tradl, cold-gleaming on the morn 5 

The foreft bent beneath the plumy wave ; 

And by the froft rcfin'd the whiter fnow, 755 

Incrufted hard^ and founding to the tread 

Of early fiieph^d, as he peniive feeks 

His pining flock, or from the mountain top, 

Pleas'd with the flippery furface, fwift defcends^ 

On blithfome frolicks bent, the youthful fwains, 769 
While every work of Man is laid at reft, 
pond o'er the river croud, in various fport 
And revelry diiJblv'd ; where mixing glad, 
Happieil of all the train ! the raptur'd boy 
Lafties the whirling top. Or, where the Rhine 765 

Branch'd 
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Branched out in many a long canal extends. 
From every province fwarming, void of care, 
^atavia rufhes forth ; and, as they fweep. 
On founding fkates, a thoufand different ways. 
In circling poife, fwift as the winds, along, 770 
The then gay land is maddened all to joy. 
Nor lefs the northern courts, wide o'er the fnow. 
Poor a new pomp. Eager, on rapid ileds. 
Their vigorous youth in bold contention wheel 
The long-refounding courfe. Mean- time, to raife 775 
The manly (h*ife, with highly blooming charms, 
Flulh'd by the feafon, S^andina<via*s dames. 
Or RuJ/tah buxom daughters glow around. 

PuRE^ quick, and fportful, is the wholefomc day; 
But foon elaps'd, The horizontal fun, 780 
Broad o'er the fouth, hangs at his utmoU noon : 
And, IneiFedlual, ftrikes the gelid cliff : 
His azure glofs the mountain ftill maintains. 
Nor feels the feeble touch. Perhaps the vale 
Relents a while to the refleded ray ; 785 
Or from the foreft falls the clufter'd fnow. 
Myriads of gems, that in the waving gleam 
Cay-twinkle as they fcatter. Thick around 
Thunders the fport of thofe, who with the gun. 
And dog impatient bounding at the ihot, 790 
Worfe than the feafon, defolate the fields ; 
And, adding to the ruins of the year, 
JDiftrefe the footed or the feathered game. 

4 But 
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But what is this ? Our infant Winter finks, 
DiveAred of his grandeur, fhould our eye 79J 
Aftonifh'd (hoot into the Frigid Zone ; 
Where, for relentlefs months, continual night 
Holds o'er the glittering wafte her .ftarry reign. 

There, thro* the prifon of unbounded wilds, 
Barr'd by the hand of Nature from efcape, 800 
Wide-roams the Ruffian exile. Nought around 
Strikes his fad eye, but defarts loft in fnow ; 
And heavy-loaded groves ; and folid floods. 
That ftretch, athwart the folitary vaft, 
Their icy horrors to the frozen main ; 805 
And chearleft towns far-diftant, never blefs'd. 
Save when its annual courfe the caravan 
Bends to the golden coaft of rich * Cathay^ 
With news of human-kind. Yet there life glows ; 
Yet cherifli'd there, beneath the ihining wafte, 810 
The furry nations harbour ; tlpt with jet. 
Pair ermines, fpotlefs as the fnows they prefs ; • 
Sables, of glofly black ; and dark-embrownM, 
Or beauteous fireakt jnth, many a mingled hue, 
Thoufands befides, the coftly pride of courts, 81 j 
There, warm together prefs'd, the trooping ieer 
Sleep on the new-fallen fnows ; and, fcarce his head ' 
Rais'd o'er the heapy wreath, the branching elk 
Lies jl umbering fullen in the white abyfs. 
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The ruthlefs himtcr wants nor dogs nor toils, Sao 
fior with the dread of founding bows he drives 
The fearful flying race ; with ponderous clubs. 
As weak againft the mountain-heaps they pufh 
Their beating breaft in vain, and piteous bray, 
He lays them quivering on th* enfanguin'd fnows, 82 j 
And with loud Ihouts rejoicing bears them home. 
There thro' the piny foreft half-ahforpt, 
Uough tenant of thefe fiiades, the lhapelefs bear, 
With dangling ice all horrid, ftalks forlorn ; 
Slow-pac'd, and fourer as the ftorms increafe, 830 
He makes his bed beneath th' inclement drift. 
And, with ftern patience, fcorning weak complaint, 
Hardens his heart againft alTailing want. 

Wide o'er the fpacious regions 0/ the norths 
That fee Boo/es urge his tardy wain, 
A boifterous race, by frofly * Caurus pierc'd. 
Who little pleafure know and fear no pain. 
Prolific fwarm. They once relum'd the flame 
Of loft mankind in polifh'd flavery funk. 
Drove martial f horde on horde, with dreadful fweep 
Refiftlefs ruftiing o'er th' enfeebled fouth, 841 
And gave the vanquifh'd world another form. 
Js ot fuch the fons of Lapland : wifely they 
Defpife th' infenfate barbarous trade of war ; 
They afk no more than fimple Nature gives, 845 

» The North-Wcft Wind. 
^ The wao4erinf Sc^tblan>^lan:* 
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They love their mountains and enjoy their florms. 

No falfe defires, no pride-created wants, 

Difturb the peaceful current of tlieir time ; 

And thro' the reftlefs ever-torturM maze 

Of pleafure, or ambition, bid it rage. 8-0 

Their rain-deer form their riches. I'hefe their tents, 

Their robes, their beds, and all their homely wealth 

Supply^ their wholefome fare, and chearful cups. 

Obfequious at their call, the docile tribe 

Yield to the fled their necks, and whirl them fwift 855 

O'er hill and dale, heap'd into one expanfc 

Of marbled fnow, as far as eye can f^eep 

With a blue cruft of ice unbounded glaz'd. 

By dancing meteors then, that ceafelefs (hake 

A waving blaze refraded o'er the heavens, 86q 

And vivid moons, and ftars that keener play 

With doubled luftre from the glofly wafte. 

Even in the depth of Polar Nighty they find 

A wondrous day : enough to light the chafe, 

Or guide their daring Heps to Finland-izxn. 865 

Wifh'd Spring returns ; and from the hazy foutb. 

While dim Aurora flowly moves before. 

The welcome fun, juft verging up at firft. 

By fmall degrees extends the fwelling curve ! 

Till feen at laft for gay rejoicing months, 870 

Still round and round, his fpiral courfe he winds> • 

And as he nearly dips his flaming orb. 

Wheels up again, and reafcends the fky. 

In that glad feafen, from the lakes and floods, 

K 2 Wher^ 
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Where pare * NiewiPs fniy nKmntains life, 875 
Aod Mog'd with rofes f T mglit tMs his ftreaun. 
They draw the copious fiy. With thefe, at eve. 
They chearfiil-loaded to their tents repair ; 
Where, all day long in niefiil cares employ'd. 
Their kind nnblemifh'd wives the fire prepare. S80 
Thrice happy race ! by poverty fccar'd 
From legal plunder and rapacious powers 
la whom fell intereil never yet has (own 
The feeds of vice : whofe ipotlefs fwains ne'er knew 
Injurious deed, nor, blafted by the breath 885 
Of faithlefs love, their blooming daughters woe. 

Still prcfling on, beyond Tonuah lake. 
And Hecla flaming thro' a wade of fnow. 
And fartheil Greenlaady to the pole itfclf. 
Where, failing gradual, life at length goes out, 890 

^ M, Mmuperhnt^ in hit book 00 tU ¥%pirt of tbe 
Esrtb, after haviAg defcribed the beaatifol Lake and Mono- 
taia of Niemi m LmpUud, {xjt^—** From tbit bdgbt toe bad 
" epportuuity feveral times to Ju tbofe vapours rife from tbe Lake 
** nvbicb tbe people of tbe country call Haltios, amd wbicb tbey deem 
" to be tbe guardian Spirits of tbe Mountains, We Sad been 

frigbted noitb fiories of Bears' tbat baunted tbis place, but Jaw 
*• none. It jeem*d ratber a place of refort fir Fairies Genii, 

tbau Bears.'* 

t The fame Author obferres / was furpris6*d to fei 

*' upvn tbe banks of tbit river (tbe TengUo) Rofes of as Uvelj a red 
** as any tbat etn in wr gardens^ 
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The Mufe expands her folitary flight ; 

And, hovering o'er the wild Jftupendous fcene. 

Beholds new feas beneath * another Iky. 

Thron'd in his palace of cerulean ice. 

Here Winter holds his unrejoicing court; Spy 

And thro' his airy hall the loud mifrulc 

Of driving temped is for ever heard : 

Here the grim tyrant meditates his wrath ; 

Here arms his winds with all-fubduing frofl ; 

Moulds his fierce haiU and treafures up his fnows, 900 

With which he now opprefles half the globe. 

Thence winding eaftward to the Tartar*^ coaft. 
She fweeps the howling margin of the main ; 
Where undiflblving, from the firftof time. 
Snows fwejl on fnows amazing to the (ky ; 905 
And icy mountains high on mountains pil*d. 
Seem to the (bivering failor from afar, 
Shapelefs and white, an atmofphere of clouds. . 
Projetled huge, and horrid, o'er the furge, 
Alps frown on Alps ; or rufliing hideous down, 910 
As if old Chaos was again return 'd, 
Wide-rend the deep, andjfhake the folid pole. 
Ocean itfelf no longer can refill 
The binding fury ; but, in all its rage 
Of tempeil taken by the boundlefs froft, 915 
Is many a fathom to the bottom chain'd, 

♦ The other Hemifpherc* 

K 5 And 
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And bid to roar no more : a bleak expanfe, 

Shagg'd o'er with wavy rocks, chearlefs, and void 

Of every life, that from the dreary months 

Flies confcious fouthward. Miferabie they ! 929 

Who, here entangled in the gathering ice. 

Take their laft look of the defcending fun ; 

While, full of death, and fierce with tenfold frod, 

The long long night, incumbent o'er their heads. 

Falls horrible. Such was the f fiftiTOw's fate, 925 

As with firft prow, (what have not Bft^iTONS-darM l)- 

He for the paflage fought, attempted fince 

So much in vain, and feeming to be ihut 

By jealous Nature with eternal bars. 

Ia thefe fell regions, in Arxina caught, 93a 

And to. the ilony deep his idle fliip 

Immediate feal*d, he with hlS haple^ crewE, 

Each full exerted at his feveral talk, 

Froze into ftatues ; to the cordage glued 

The failor, and the pilot to the helm. 935^ 

H A R D by thefe (hores, where fcarce his freezing ftreank 
• Rolls the wild OAjs live tSie laft of Men ; 
And half enlivened by the diHant fuD, 
That rears and ripens Man, as well as^ plants. 
Here human Nature wears its rudeft form, 940 
Deep .from the piercing feafon funk in caves,, 



*!* Sir HucH WiLLouGHBT, feiir1>]r QuiKN Elizabbtb 
to difcofcr the North-Eail PalTage, 

Here 
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Here by dull fires, and with unjoyous cheer. 
They wafte the tedious gloom. Immers'd in furs. 
Doze the grofs race. Nor fprightly jeft^. nor fong. 
Nor tendernefs they know ; nor aught of life^ 945' 
Beyond the kindred bears that ftalk without. 
Till morn at length, her rofes drooping all. 
Sheds a long twilight brightening o'er their fields^ 
And calls the qiuvered favage to the chace* 

What cannot aftive government perfbnn> 
New-moulding Man? Wide-Ilretching from thefe* 
A people favage from remoteft time, [fhores, 
A huge negleded empire one va^t Mind, 
By Heaven infpir'd, from Gothic darknefs call'd« 
Immiortal Peter ! firftof monarchs I He 955^ 
His flubbom country tam'd^ her rocks^ her fens. 
Her floods, her feas, her ill-fubmitting fons ; 
Add while the fierce Barbarian he fubduM, 
To more exalted foul he rais'd the Man. 
Ye ihades of ancient heroes, ye who toilM: 960 
Thro' long fuccefiive ages to build up 
A labouring plan of ftate, behold at once 
The wonder done ! behold the matchlefs prince ! 
Who left his native throne, where reign'd till then 
A mighty fhadow of unreal power ; . * 96J 

Who greatly fpum'd the flothful pomp of cooorts^ 
And roaming every land, in every port 
His fceptre laid afide, with glorious hand 
Unwearied plying the mechanic tool*, 

K 4 Gathered 
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Gather'd the feeds of trade, of nfeful arts, 970 
Of civil wifdom, and of martial (kill. 
Charg'd with the ftores of Europe home he goes ! 
Then cities rife amid th' illumin*d wafte ; 
0*er joylefs defarts fmiles the rural reign ; 
Far-diftant flood to flood is fecial join'd ; 975 
Th* aftonifh'd Euxine hears the Babick roar ; 
Proud navies ride on feas that never foam'd 
With daring keel before ; and armies flretch 
Each way their dazzling files, reprefling here 
The frantic AUxander of the north, 980 
And awing there ftern Othman^z (hrinking fons. 
Sloth flies the land, and Ignorance^ and Victi, 
Of old diflibnour proud : it glows around. 
Taught by the Royal HXnd that rous'd the whole. 
One fcene of arts, of arms, of riiing trade : 985 
For what his wifdom plann'd, and power enfor<;;'d. 
More potent ftill, his great example fljew'd. 

Mu T T E R I N G , the winds at eve, with blunted point. 
Blow hoUow-bluftering from the fouth. Sabda'd, 
The froft refolves into a trickling thaw. 990 
Spotted the mountains fliine ; loofe fleet defcends. 
And floods the country round. The rivers fwell, 
*0f bonds impatient. Sudden from the hills. 
O'er rocks and woods, in broad brown catarads, 
A thoufand fnow-fed torrents flioot at once ; 995 
And, where they rufli, the wide-refounding plain 
Is left one ilimy wade. Thofe fallen feas. 

That 
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That wa(h*d th^ongenlal pole, will reft no more 

Beneath the fhackles of the mighty north ; 

Buty rouilng all their waves, refifllefs heave. 1006 

And hark ! the lengthening roar continuous runs 

Athwart the rifted deep : at once it burfts. 

And piles a thoufand mountains to the clouds. 

Ill fares the bark with trembling wretches charg'd, 

That, tod amid the floating fragments, nK)ors 1005 

Beneath the fhelter of an icy ifle. 

While night overwhelms the fea, and horror looks 

More horrible. . Can human force endure 

Th' affembled mifchiefs that beliege them round ? 

Heart-gnawing hunger, fainting wearinefs, lOlO 

The roar of winds and waves, the crufh of ice. 

Now ceaiing, now renew'd with louder rage. 

And in dire echoes bellowing round the main. 

More to embroil the deep, Leviathan 

And his unwieldy train, in dreadful fport, 

Tempeft the loofened brine, while thro* the glooxnij^ ' ^ 

Far, from the bleak inhofpitable ihore. 

Loading the winds, is heard the hungry howl 

Of famifli'd monllers, there awaiting wrecks. 

Yet Providence, that e<uer"wakfng eye, 1 020 

Looks down with pity on the feeble toil 

Of mortals loft to hope, and lights them fafe, 

Thro' all this dreary labyrinth of fate. 

'Tis done! dreadWiNTfiafpreads his lateft gloomi. 
And reigns tremendous o'er the conquer'd year. 1 025 

How 



202 W I N. r E K. 



How dead the vegetable kingdom lies ! 

How dumb the tuneful ! Horror wide extends^ 

(fis defolate domain^ Behold^ fond Man 1 

See here thy pi6l«r'd life ; pafe fonie few years. 

Thy flowering Spring, thy Summer's ardent Arength, 

Thy fober Autumn fading into age, lo^i 

And pale concluding Winter comes at lad, 

And fhuts the fcene. Ah ! whither now are fled, 

Thofe dreams of greatnefs ? thofe unfolid hopes 

Of bappinefr? thofe longings after fame ? 1035 

Thofe reftlefs cares ?• thofe bttfy buttling days^F 

Thoffegay-fpent, feftive nights ? thofe veering thoaghtt 

Loft between good and ill, that ihar'd thy life i 

All now arc vanifli'd ! Virtue fole-furvives, 

Immortal^ never- failing friend of Man, 1040 

His guide to happinefs on high. And fee I 

Tis come, the glorious mom !' the feoosd birth. 

Of heaven, and earth ! awakening Nature hears 

The new creating nvord, and ilarts to life. 

In every heightened form, from psdn and death 1045 

For ever free. The great eternal fchem^ 

Involving all, and in a perfiSi <wboU 

Uniting, as the profpeft wider fpreads,. 

To reafon's eye refin'd clears up apace. 

Ye vainly wife ! ye blind prefumptaous ! now, 105^ 

Confounded in the dull, adore that Power, 

And Wisdom oft arraign'd : fee now the caufc* 

Why unafTumbg worth in fecret liv'd. 

And dy'd». negle&ed : why the good Man's ihare 

In. 
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[fc was gall and bitternefs of foul : 1055 

y the lone widow and her orphans pin'd 

arving folitude ; while luxury,, 

alaces, lay ftraining her low thought, 

form unreal wants : why heaven-born truth, 

[ moderation fair, wore the red marks 106a 

fuperftition's fcourge : why licensed pain, 

.t cruel fpoiler, that embofom'd foe, 

ittered all our hlifs- Ye good difireft I 

loble few ! who here unbending ftand 

rath life's prefTure, yet bear up a while, 1065 

I what your bounded view, which only faw 

ttle part, deem'd Evil, is no more : 

: ftorms of WiHTRY TiMB will quickly pafs^ 

i one unbounded SpRiNa encircle alL 



A HYMN 



[ 204 ] 



A 

H Y M N. 

THESE, as they change, Almighty Fathb*, 
the(e. 

Are but the varied God. The rolling year 

Is full of Thee. Forth in the pleafing Spring 

Thy beauty walks, thy tendernefs and love. 

Wide flu(h the fields ; the foftening air is balm ; 5 

Echo the mountains round ; the foreft fmiles ; 

And every fenfe, and every heart is joy. 

Then comes thy glory in the Summer-months, 

With light and heat refulgent. Then thy fun 

Shoots full perfedion thro' the fwelling year : lO 

And oft THY voice in dreadful thunder fpeaks ; 

And oft at dawn, deep noon, or falling eve. 

By brooks and groves, in hollow-whifpering gales. 

Thy bounty fhines in Autumn unconfin'd. 

And fpreads a common feaH for all that lives.* 15 

In Winter awful Thov ! with clouds and fiorms 

Around 
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i^roand Thee thrown, tempeft o'er temped roll'd, 
Majeftic darknefs ! on the whirlwind's wing. 
Riding fublime. Thou bidft the world adore. 
And hum bleft Nature with thy northern bla^ 20 

M Y s T I o u SNround I what Ikill, what force divine. 
Deep felt, in thefe appear I a iimple train, 
Yet fo delightful mix'd, with fuch kind art, 
Such» beauty and beneficence combin'd ; 
5hade, unperceiv'd, fo foftening into (hade ; 25 
And all fo forming an harmonious whole ; 
That, as they Hill fucceed, they ravifti ftill. 
^ut wandering oft, with brute unconfcious gaze, 
Man marks not Thee, marks not the mighty hand. 
That, ever-bufy, wheels the filent fpheres ; y& 
Works in the fecret dec;p ; fhoots, fteaming, thence 
The fair profufion that o'erfpreads the Spring : 
Plings from the fun dire6l the flaming day ; 
Feeds every creature ; hurls the tempeft forth ; 
^nd, as on earth this grateful change revolves, 35 
With tranfport touches all the fprings of life. 

Nature, attend ! join every living foul. 
Beneath the fpacious temple of the iky. 
In adoration join ; and, ardent, raife 
One general fong ! To Him, ye vocal gales, 40 
Breathe foft, whofe Spirit in your freflinefs breathes^ 
tOh talk of Hi m in folitary glooms^! 
Where, o'er the rock, the fcarcely waving pine 

4 Fills 
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FiHs the brown (hade with a rdigioDs awe. 

And ye, whofe bolder note is heard afu*, 4j 

Who fhake th' aftoniih'd world, lift high to heaven 

Th' impetuous fong, and fay from whom you rage 

His praife, ye brooks, attune, ye trembling rills; 

«And let me catch it as I mufe along. 

Ye headlong torrents, rapid, and profound ; 50 

Ye fofter floods, that lead the humid maze 

Along the vale ; and thou, majeitic main* 

A fecret world of wonders in thyfelf, 

Sound His ilupendous praife : whofe greater voice 

Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall. 55 

Soft-roll your incenfe, herbs, and fruits, and flowers, 

In mingled clouds to Him ; whofe fun exalts, 

Whofe breath perfumes you, and whofe pencil paints. 

Ye forells bend, ye Wvefts wave, to Hi w ; 

Breathe your ftill fong into the reaper's -heart, 60 

As home he goes beneath the joyous moon. 

Ye that keep watch in heaven, as earth afleep 

Unconfcious lies, efFufe your mildeft beams. 

Ye conftellations, while your angels ftrikc. 

Amid the fpangled fky, the filver lyre. 65 

Great fource of day ! beft image here below 

Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide. 

From world to world, the vital ocean round, . 

On Nature write with every beam His praife. 

The thunder rolls: be hufh'd the prollrate world; 70 

While cloud to cloud returns the folemn hymn. 

Bleat out afrefh, ye hills : ye moffy rocks. 

Return 
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Retain the found : the broad refponiive lowe. 

Ye valleys, raife ; for the Great Shepherd reigns ^ 

And his unfuffering kingdom yet will come. 75 

Ye woodlands all, awake : a boundlefs fong 

Burft from the groves 1 and when the reftlefs day^ 

Expiring, lays the warbling world afleep, 

Sweeteft of birds ! Aveet Philomela, charm 

The liftening (hades, and teach thenightHis praife. 80 

Ye chief, for whom the whole creation fmiles. 

At once the head, the heart, and tongue of a^l. 

Crown the great hymn I in fwarming cities vail, 

Aflembled men, to the deep organ join 

The long-refounding voice, oft-breaking clear, -85 

At folemn paufes, through the fwelling bafe ; 

And, ^ each mingling flame increafes each^ 

In one united ardor rife to "heaven. 

Or if you rather chufe the rural lhade. 

And find a fane in every facred grove^ ^90 

There let^he fhepherd's ilute, the virgin's lay. 

The prompting feraph, and the poet's lyre, 

Still fing the God of Seasons, as they roll. 

For me, when I forget the darling theme, 

Whether the bloffom blows, the fummer-ray 9^ 

Ruflets the plain, infpiring Autumn gleams ; 

Or Winter rifes iij the blackening eaft ; 

Be my tongue mute, may fancy paint no more, 

And, dead to joy^ forget my heart to beat ! 
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Should fate command me to the fartheft verge lOO 
Of the green earth, to dilbuit barbaroas climes. 
Rivers unknown to fong; where firft the fun 
Gilds Itulian mountains, or his fetting beam 
Flames on th' Atlantic iHes ; 'tis nought to me : 
Since God is ever prefent, ever felt, 105 
In the void wafte as in the city full ; 
And where He vital breathes there mufl be joy. 
When even at laH the folemn hour fhall come. 
And wing my myftic flight to future worlds, 
I chearful will obey ; there, with new powers, 110 
Will riling wonders iing : I cannot go 
Where Universal Love not fmiles around, 
S attaining all yon orbs, and all their fons ; 
from fetming Evil ftill educing Goody 
And Better thence again, and Better ilill, 1 ] 5 

In infinite progreflion. But I lofe 
MyfelfinHiM, in Light ineffable! 
Come then, expreflive filence, mufe his praife. 



THE END. 
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